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Medical  Representatives 

FIRST  NATIONAL  EXAMINATION  HELD 


THE  first  national  examination  for  r 
tatives,  was  held  in  London,  Glasgo 
October  14. 

A  final  total  of  160  representatives 
took  the  examination,  which  is  organ- 
ised by  the  Association  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Industry.  Subjects 
:overed  included  anatomy,  physiology, 
acteriology,  pathology  and  pharma- 
|;ology.  in  a  basic  syllabus  that  is  not 
roduct-oriented. 

P.A.T.A.  Council 

ELECTION  FOR  1969 

^OR  the  year  1969,  twelve  seats  on  the 
[ouncil    of    the    Proprietary  Articles 
Trade  Association  are  open  for  elec- 
|ion.  Members  retiring  are: —  Manu- 
.acturers'  section:  B.D.H.  Pharmaceu- 
cals.  Ltd.;  J.  Grossmith  &  Son.  Ltd.; 
homas  Marns  &  Co.;  John  Steedman 
\i  Co.  wholesale  section:  E.  H.  Butler 
ji  Son,  Ltd.;  East  Anglian  Wholesale 
lupplies,  Ltd.;  Northern  Pharmaceuti- 
lals,  Ltd.  retail  section:  Messrs.  A.  R. 
ross,  A.  G.  Garrett,  J.  R.  Marshall, 
J.  Turner.  J.  Grossmith  &  Son,  Ltd. 
ill  not   be  seeking  re-election.  The 
maining  companies  and  individuals 
|re  eligible  for  re-election  and  have 
timated  their  willingness  to  stand.  It 
open  to  members  of  the  manufac- 
rers".  wholesale   and   retail  sections 
f  the  P.A.T.A.  to  nominate  candidates 
r  the  four  vacancies  in  their  respec- 
ve  sections.  Nominations  will  be  re- 
ived  by   the    secretary   at  Premier 
ouse.   150  Southampton   Row,  Lon- 
on,    W.C.I,    up    to    and  including 
lovember  4. 

Prescription  Charges 

SALARIED  PHARMACISTS'  FINDINGS 

EPLIES  to  a  questionnaire  issued  by 
le  Salaried  Pharmacists"  Union  show 
at  the  proportion  of  prescriptions 
:empted  from  charges  appears  to  be 
;tvveen  45  and  55  per  cent,  through- 
ut  the  country  with  little  local  varia- 
on.  Probably  the  most  significant 
3int  to  arise,  states  the  Union's  Octo- 
;r  newsletter,  was  the  large  increases 
amounts  prescribed  to  the  "chronic 
;k,"'  especially  of  sedatives,  ampheta- 
ines  and  even  D.D.A.  items.  The 
nion  state  that  there  was  an  immediate 
id  widespread  response  to  the 
"  [lestionnaire,    replies    being  received 


I 


ecently  appointed  medical  represen- 
w.  Manchester  and  Birmingham  on 

from  twenty-five  counties  and  the 
London  postal  districts.  The  four 
counties  returning  the  largest  number 
of  replies  were  Essex,  Kent,  Somer- 
set and  Yorkshire.  It  was  found  that 
with  few  exceptions  the  proportion 
of  N.H.S.  dispensing  to  total  turnover 
varied  between  45  and  55  per  cent.; 
the  exceptions  included  one  as  low  as 
9  per  cent,  and  two  as  high  as  85  per 
cent.,  the  former  dispensing  about  500 
items  per  month,  and  the  latter  two 
4,500  and  4,900  respectively.  Compari- 
son of  the  number  of  items  dispensed 
in  each  case  in  July  1967  and  July 
1968  showed  that  only  8  per  cent,  of 
the  sample  had  a  reduction  in  num- 
bers after  the  reimposition  of  charges, 
that  reduction  amounting  to  betv\een 
5  and  10  per  cent.  In  the  remainder 
there  was  a  small  increase  in  items 
dispensed  in  the  close  vicinity. 
Estimated  extra  time  involved  in  deal- 
ing with  those  claiming  exemption  from 
charges  was  from  two  to  eight  minutes 
per  form,  the  eight  minutes  being  an 
area  v\ith  a  high  proportion  of  coloured 


immigrants  with  a  poor  knowledge  of 

English.     Average  time     spent,  per 

exempt  payment  form,  was  three 
minutes. 

Ministries  Merge 

HEALTH  .lOINS  SOCIAL  SECURITY 

THE  Prime  Minister  announced  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  October  16  that 
from  November  I  the  Ministry  of 
Health  and  the  Ministry  of  Social 
Security  will  be  merged  into  the  De- 
partment of  Health  and  Social  Security. 
Mr.  Richard  Crossman  is  to  be  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Social  Services.  An 
Order  was  laid  before  Parliament  the 
same  day  to  effect  the  amalgamation. 
There  will  be  a  debate  in  Parliament 
next  week.  Mr.  Crossman  is  to  con- 
tinue to  co-ordinate  the  whole  range 
of  Social  Service  in  addition  to  his 
responsibility  for  the  new  department. 
There  will  no  longer,  said  the  Prime 
Minister,  be  a  separate  Ministry  of 
Health  and  Ministry  of  Social  Security 
but  there  will  be  two  Ministers  of  State 
to  carry  out  those  functions. 

Medicines  Advertising 

CONTRAVENTIONS  OF  CODE 

TO  clear  up  misunderstandings  about 
the  interpretalion^  and  a  iiu  ,,.  i..e 
Code  of  Practice  issued  by  the  Associa- 
tion of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  In- 
dustry on  the  sales  promotion  of  "ethi- 


BRITISH  WEEK  GUESLS:  Ihe  British  Ambassador  to  France  (Mr.  Christopher  Soames)  and 
Mrs.  Soames,  and  Mr.  VViiliani  Ruduers,  M.P.  (Secretary  of  State,  Board  of  Trade)  were  among 
the  quests  at  a  reception  (jiven  by  Laboratoires  Glaxo  at  Lille  at  the  opening  of  the  town'.s 
British  Week.  Several  hundred  French  doctors  attended  the  reception,  which  was  held  under 
the  patronage  of  Professor  Warembourg,  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine.  Lille.  Seen  welcoming 
guests  in  picture  is  Dr.  G.  B.  Shirlaw  (managing  director  of  the  company).  Mr.  Shirlaw  and  Sir 
Alan  Wilson,  F.R.S.  (chairman  of  Glaxo  Group,  Ltd.),  Mr.  H.  W.  Palmer  (a  deputy  chairman  of 
the  Croup)  was  also  present. 
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Sir   Joseph  IVlolon}  at  the  microphone. 


cal"  pharmaceuticals,  more  than  150 
marketing  and  advertising  executives 
from  pharmaceutical  companies  and 
advertising  agencies  met  on  October 
9.  Speakers  included  Sir  Joseph 
Molony,  Q.C.  (chairman  of  the  Asso- 
ciations  code-of-practice  committee) 
and  Lord  Drumalbyn  (chairman  of  the 
Advertising  Standards  Authority.)  At 
a  Press  conference  the  same  afternoon 
Mr.  J.  Lumley  (president  A. B.P.I.) 
with  Mr.  A.  I.  Jowett  (Chairman  of  the 
Association  s  publicity  committee),  ex- 
plained that  the  industry  is  currently 
spending  £14,000.000  per  annum  on 
promotion,  using  representatives, 
journal  advertising,  direct  mail  and  pro- 
fessional samples  (in  descending  order 
of  importance).  The  meeting  had  been 
called  because  it  was  felt  that  the  need 
existed  to  sharpen  the  image  of  the 
Code  as  a  constructive  document. 
Twenty-six  cases  had  been  brought  be- 
fore the  code-of-practice  committee,  of 
which  sixteen  were  deemed  to  have 
contravened  the  Code.  Three  out  of 
every  four  complaints  were  referred  to 
the  committee  by  other  A. B.P.I,  mem- 
ber companies. 

Birmingham  Analyst 

FAULTY  TABLETS  SAMPLED 

FIVE  specimens  of  phenylbutazone 
tablets  from  one  manufacturer  were 
found  to  be  15  per  cent,  deficient  in 
the  stated  amount  of  active  drug  when 
tested  under  the  Birmingham  drug  test- 
ing scheme,  says  the  City's  analyst 
(Mr.  A.  H.  Coombs)  in  his  report  for 
the  second  quarter  of  1968.  The  fault 
was  traced  to  "imported  raw  material 
of  substandard  quality."  During  the 
quarter  fifty-eight  pharmacies  were 
visited  and  eighty-five  samples  taken 
for  analysis.  TTiirty  were  of  phenyl- 
butazone tablets,  the  remainder  includ- 
ing reserpine  tablets.  imipramine 
tablets  and  liquid  paraffin  emulsions, 
all  of  which  complied  with  official 
requirements.  Among  complaints  re- 
ceived from  the  public  was  one  alleg- 
ing that  a  sample  of  infant's  dried  milk 
food  was  sour.  The  sour  odour  was 
due  to  the  deliberate  addition  of  lactic 
acid  to  produce  a  slightly  sour  drink 
for  the  infant. 

Technological  Innovation 

ADVISORY  COUNCIL'S  SUGGESTIONS 

BRITAIN  is  responding  vigorously  to 
the  challenge  of  world  technological 
and  commercial  competition,  says  a  re- 
port, "Technological  Innovation  in 
Britain,"  by  the  Central  Advisory 
Council  for  Science   and  Technology 


(H.M.  Stationery  Office,  price  3s.  6d.). 
The  Council,  which  is  under  the  chair- 
manship of  Sir  Solly  Zuckerman, 
recommends  that  both  Government  and 
private  industry  should  foster  condi- 
tions which  promote  effective  techno- 
logical innovation.  In  particular,  the 
following  objectives  are  set  out:  — 
direct  linkage  of  research  and  develop- 
ment, production  and  marketing  into  a 
single  interacting  operation;  planned 
programmes  of  innovation  related  to 
market  opportunities;  effective  techno- 
logical management;  short  lead-times, 
and  a  balanced  use  of  scientific  and 
technological  resources  over  all  stages 
of  the  innovative  process.  The  report 
stresses  the  maldistribution  within 
British  industry  of  professionally 
trained  scientists  and  technologists  as 
compared  with  what  is  customary  in 
Germany  and  the  United  States.  Firms 
should  be  helped,  it  says,  to  achieve  a 
balanced  pattern  of  employment  of 
technological  manpower  in  all  stages  of 
the  productive  and  commercial  process, 
so  improving  the  quality  of  technical 
management. 

Metric  Packaging 

PLASTIC  FILMS  SUPPLIERS'  TARGET 

THE  Flexible  Packaging  Association, 
Plastic  Films  Converters  Group  and 
Packaging  Films  Manufacturers'  Asso- 
ciation are  advising  their  members  to 
convert  completely  to  the  metric  system 
by  the  end  of  1970.  The  three  associa- 
tions have  each  formed  metrication 
committees  which  are  currently  prepar- 
ing advice  to  members  on  program- 
ming the  change  and  would  welcome 
liaison  with  other  trade  associations. 

Pseudomonad  Resistance 

GRANT  FOR  RESEARCH  AT  BATH 

THE  Medical  Research  Council  has 
awarded  a  £9.000  grant  to  Dr.  M.  R. 
W.  Brown,  (head  of  the  pharmaceutical 
microbiology  group  in  the  School  of 
Pharmacy,  Bath  University  of  Tech- 
nology) for  research  on  the  resistance 
of  Pseudomonas  aeruginosa.  The  grant 
allows  work  supported  by  the  M.R.C. 
over  the  past  three  years  to  continue. 
Dr.  Brown  and  an  Australian  visitor  to 
his  group  (Dr.  R.  A.  Anderson)  re- 
cently reported  to  the  British  Pharma- 
ceutical science  sessions  on  the  mech- 
anism of  action  of  silver  nitrate.  Re- 
search is  also  progressing  on  strains 
of  Pseudomonas  aeruginosa  artificially 
bred  as  totally  resistant  to  antibiotics. 

Sales  of  Toiletries 

CHEMISTS  LOSE  MORE  GROUND 

"CHEMISTS,  historically  the  dominant 
retail  force  in  the  toiletry  market,  have 
declined   to   the  position   where  they 
account  for  less  than  one-quarter  of 
the    consumer's    toiletry  "purchases," 
according    to     Television  Consumer 
Audit.  More  than  half  the  sales  go  to 
grocers,  as  shown  by  the  following:  — 
1967  1968 
%  % 
Grocers  56-3  56  1 

Chemists  23-0  21  -5 

Other  20-7  22-4 

The  grocers'  share  is  split  up  into 
Co-operatives,  101  per  cent.;  multiples, 
23  6  per  cent.;  independents,  224  per 
cent.  Woolworths  had  over  7  per  cent. 


of  toiletry  purchases.  Boots,  Ltd.,  are 
said  to  have  a  10  per  cent,  share  of  total 
expenditure  on  toiletries  and  as  much 
as  43  per  cent,  of  the  amount  spent 
with  chemists  on  those  items.  Television 
Consumer  Audit,  sponsored  by  seven 
main  ITV  programme  companies,  con- 
sists of  permanent  panels  of  house- 
wives; the  research  is  carried  out  by 
Audits  of  Great  Britain.  Ltd.  The 
results  discussed  in  this  report  were 
obtained  by  analysing  purchases  made 
by  3,000  households  in  the  London, 
Midland.  Lancashire  and  Vorkshire 
ITV  areas. 

Import  Duty  Drawback 

CHANGES  FROM  OCTOBER  3 

THE  Import  Duty  Drawbacks  (No.  8) 
Order,  1968.  revokes  the  provision  for 
the  allowance  of  drawback  of  import 
duty  in  lespect  of  almonds  and  almond 
products  manufactured  from  imported 
almonds.  It  also  revokes  the  previously 
existing  fixed  rate  of  drawback  of  im- 
port duty  for  certain  exported  goods 
manufactured  and  provides  for  the 
drawback  to  be  related  to  the  duty 
paid  on  the  quantity  of  imported 
materials  actually  used  in  their  manu- 
facture. Among  the  items  affected  is 
toilet  paper.  The  Order  came  into 
operation  on  October  3. 

Weighing  Warning 

••SUPERVISE  JUNIORS,"  SAYS  INSPECTOR 

PACKERS  and  sellers  should  take 
great  care  in  "weighing  up."  said  Mr. 
P.  Sherratt  (chief  inspector  of  weights 
and  measures.  Stoke-on-Trent)  in  his 
annual  report  recently.  He  said  junior 
staff  should  be  closely  supervised;  stock 
rotated,  and  articles  known  to  lose 
weight  by  evaporation  checked  fre- 
quently. Weighing  and  measuring 
equipment  should  he  kept  in  first  class 
condition,  he  added.  The  department 
had  made  a  number  of  prosecutions. 

SCOTTISH  NEWS 
Plans  for  Scottish  N.H.S. 

GREEN  PAPER  BEING  PUBLISHED 

PLANS  for  a  complete  reorganisation 
of  the  Health  Service  in  Scotland  are 
being  published  within  the  next  few 
weeks,  said  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Scotland  at  the  annual  conference  of 
the  Scottish  Association  of  Executive 
Councils,  held  at  Aviemore,  Inverness- 
shire  on  October  4.  The  Minister  said 
that  his  suggestions  would  be  included 
in  a  Green  Paper.  That  meant  that 
they  would  be  alterable.  He  promised 
to  keep  an  extremely  open  mind  on  his 
own  suggestions,  and  was  willing  to  be 
corrected.  "I  hope  this  will  be  a  com- 
monsense  exercise,  with  give  and  take 
on  both  sides."  In  the  reorganisation 
scheme,  people  in  the  crofting  counties 
should  have  as  efficient  a  medical  ser- 
vice as  anywhere  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  There  was  a  special  problem 
in  the  tourist  centres,  where  greater 
pressure  was  placed  on  the  general 
practitioner.  The  family  doctor  had 
special  problems  in  the  Highlands  and 
Islands,  but  there  was  far  more  aware- 
ness now  that  all  interested  and  working 
in  the  health  service  should  co-operate 
as  a  team  with  their  future  planning. 
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Hospital  Supplies 

INCREASING  COSTS  CAUSE  CONCERN 

HOSPITALS  in  South-east  Scotland  are 
being  asked  to  make  economies  after 
the  discovery  that  the  cost  of  medical 
supplies  may  this  year  exceed  1967 
expenditure  by  £25(),()()().  The  South- 
eastern Regional  Hospital  Board  on 
October  7  agreed  to  endorse  its 
finance  committee's  decision  to  point 
out  the  position  to  hospital  controllers, 
who  are  being  asked  to  "make  every 
economy  possible  and  to  defer  any 
further  improvements  in  the  service 
which  would  lead  to  additional  ex- 
penditure unless  these  could  be  met 
from  savings  within  their  approved 
revenue  allocations."" 

NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  Committee  on  Safety  of  Drugs 
is  asking  doctors  to  report  pregnancies 
in  women  taking  oral  contraceptives. 

Unable  to  attract  a  chemist  to  a  new 
shop  on  the  Fieldway  Estate.  New 
Addington.  Croydon  Council  are  settl- 
ing for  a  fish  and  chip  shop. 

The  concourse  at  London"s  recon- 
structed Euston  station  includes  a 
Richard  Douglas  pharmacy  (a  division 
of  Empire  Stores  (Produce).  Ltd.). 

Latest  recommendations  of  the  In- 
ternational Commission  on  Radiolo- 
gical Protection  are  included  in  a  re- 
vised edition  of  the  "Code  of  Practice 
for  the  Protection  of  Persons  exposed 
to  Ionising  Radiations  in  Research  and 
Teaching.""  (H.M.  Stationery  Office, 
price  6s.  6d.) 

Proceedings  of  a  conference  "Some 
Safety  Aspects  of  Pesticides  in  the 
Countryside,"  held  in  London  in 
November  1967,  have  been  published  by 
the  joint  Association  of  British  Manu- 
facturers of  Agricultural  Chemicals — 
Wild-Life  Committee.  Alembic  House. 
93  Albert  Embankment,  London,  S.E.I. 
Price  is  £1  5s. 

The  National  Pharmaceutical  Union 
was  among  nine  trade  associations 
(out  of  twenty-six  approached)  that 
gave  "very  full  and  factual""  answers 
to  a  Consumer  Council  questionnaire 
relating  to  their  membership  and  ser- 
vices to  consumers.  Some  facts  about 
the  Union  are  included  in  a  table  on 
fifteen  associations  published  in  the 
November  issue  of  the  Council's  maga- 
zine Focus. 

SPORT 

GOLF 

Irish  Pharmaceutical  Congress,  Galway, 
October  8.  Results  of  the  golf  competitions 
held  in  conjunction  with  the  Congress  were 
us  follows:  Ladies'  fourteen-hole :  1,  IVIiss 
Maire  McCarthy  (29).  33  points.  Men's 
nghteen-hole:    1,  W.  J.  Dalton  (14),  40. 

South  London  and  Surrey  Pharmacists' 
Goi.FiNG  Society.  Twenty-six  members  turned 
out  for  the  final  match  of  the  season  at 
Addington  Golf  Club,  on  October  2.  At  the 
first  hole  (166  yards)  Mr.  P.  Fernandez  holed 
in  one  and  received  a  special  prize.  Results: 
(Stableford).  1.  H.  Southcott  (Royal  Black- 
heath),  36  points;  2,  T.  Williams  (Royal  Black- 
heath),  35  points;  3,  R.  Hedges  (Langley  Park), 
32  points:  4,  J.  F.  Day  (Ilford  Golf  Clubl. 
31  points.  Eighteen  and  over  handicap  prize 
A.  Wilson  (Croham  Hurst).  31  points.  Best 
score  on  first  nine  holes,  F.  Jamieson.  Best 
score  on  last  nine  holes,  M.  Stockham. 


TOPICAL  REFLECTIONS 

By  Xrayser 

Addiction 

[  agree  with  the  views  expressed  in  your  editorial  comment  on  the  latest 
measures  to  control  drug  addiction.  There  are  few  leakages  through  normal 
channels.  There  are  few  doctors  who  over-prescribe  the  drugs.  There  are 
few  pharmacists  even  legitimately  involved,  and  those  principally  from 
their  geographical  situation  close  to  the  few  points  from  which  prescriptions 
are  issued.  If  the  allegations  made  in  the  recent  television  broadcast  can 
be  substantiated,  there  seems  to  be  little  doubt  that  you  have  drawn  the 
correct  conclusion  as  to  the  principal  source  of  supply,  and  the  prescribers 
do  not  seem  to  lack  resource,  for  as  soon  as  one  door  is  slammed  by  those 
in  authority,  another  is  opened.  The  situation  is  not  without  hazard  for 
the  pharmacists  involved,  for  they  may  be  subjected  to  varying  degrees  of 
pressure  if  legislation  is  to  be  put  into  eflect  with  no  warning  whatsoever. 
On  the  evidence  of  the  programme,  the  only  medical  reason  for  the  prescrib- 
ing of  the  various  drugs  is  to  satisfy  a  craving  that  can  never  be  wholly 
satisfied,  and  one  might  question  the  ethics  of  such  prescribing  on  the 
large  scale  disclosed.  But  what  of  the  ethics  of  the  programme  itself?  What 
is  its  primary  purpose?  Is  it  to  act  as  a  warning?  Is  it  for  sensation?  Is  it 
for  entertainment?  The  time  devoted  to  the  subject  on  all  channels  seems 
to  me  to  be  out  of  proportion,  and  any  salutary  effect  doubtful  in  the 
extreme.  The  controls  suggested  through  hospitals  are  hitherto  untried,  nor 
is  there  any  proper  machinery  for  distribution.  Control  through  the  usual 
channels  should  not  have  been  too  difficult  to  devise  in  order  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  physician  who  may  urgently  require  one  or  two  ampoules  of 
Methedrine  injection.  Js  there  to  be  a  pharmacist  on  duty  at  all  times  in 
the  hospital?  Or  is  the  issuing,  out  of  normal  hours,  to  be  left  to  a  nurse 
or  orderly?  And  assuming  the  new  measures  may  end  the  abuse  of  that 
substance  for  the  time  being,  what  other  substances  —  cousins  or  close 
relatives  —  may  be  pressed  into  service  to  fill  the  void?  The  doctors  in- 
timately concerned,  and  their  patients,  will  explore  other  avenues. 

Going  metric 

Every  week  we  see  reference  to  the  introduction  of  the  metric  system. 
Last  week's  issue  referred  to  the  issue  of  labels  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
to  be  affixed  by  the  pharmacist  to  partly  filled  bottles,  presumably,  for 
example,  a  200-mil  bottle  containing  6  fl.  oz.  The  problem  has  existed  in 
reverse  for  some  time,  when  100  mils  of  liquid  had  to  be  sent  out  in  a 
4-oz  bottle.  There  is  a  reference  also,  in  your  report  of  the  October  meet- 
ing of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Council,  to  an  imperial/metric  conver- 
sion calculator  to  be  distributed  in  January  1969.  And  for  the  sum  of  one 
shilling — five  new  pence,  if  I  mistake  not — one  may  buy  the  third  booklet 
in  the  Decimal  Currency  Board's  series,  "Britain's  New  Coins."  Meanwhile 
the  people  who  are  going  to  be  most  affected  go  about  blissfully  uncon- 
scious of  what  is  hanging  over  them,  continuing  to  buy  sugar  by  the  pound 
and  calico  by  the  yard.  And  the  very  modern  young  physician  recently  come 
among  us  asks  that  his  mixture  be  labelled  2  5  mils  for  a  dose,  but  com- 
pletely spoils  the  effect  by  ordering  3fl.  oz.  1  have  not  yet  had  the  temerity 
to  write  2'5  mils  without  a  qualifying  clause  in  brackets,  but  I  have 
attempted  to  ascertain  verbally  if  the  doctor's  instruction  was  clearly  under- 
stood. But  1  must  not  make  difficulties  where  none  exist,  for  1  have  never 
labelled  a  mixture  "half-a-drachm  to  be  taken  three  times  daily."  I  await 
the  day  with  considerable  lack  of  confidence.  How  shall  1  order  my  collars 
or  my  hats? 

Measured  spoons 

I  note  that  the  Minister  of  Health  is  concerned  that  there  should  be  no 
wasteful  issue  of  5-mil  spoons  for  the  measuring  of  medicines.  The  phar- 
macist will  be  expected  to  ensure  that  the  spoons  are  issued  only  to  persons 
who  do  not  possess  one.  There  is  nothing,  so  far  as  1  see.  of  prosecution 
for  a  fraudulent  statement  by  the  customer.  A  spoon,  already  in  the 
customer's  possession,  however,  must  be  intact  and  usable.  Any  dispute  in 
that  regard  could  presumably  be  submitted  to  arbitration. 
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PRESCRIPTION  CHARGE  'SEASON  TICKETS' 

New  scheme  takes  eflFect  on  November  2 


THE  National  Health  Service  Charges 
for  Drugs  and  Appliances  (Amendment) 
Regulations,  1968  (H.M.  Stationery 
Office,  price  ninepence)  introduce  on 
November  1  prepayment  certificates, 
described  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  as 
"a  kind  of  season  ticket"  for  prescrip- 
tion charges  for  those  needing  frequent 
prescriptions. 

One  category  of  certificate  is  to  cost 
30s.  and  will  cover  six  months,  the 
other  costs  55s.  and  be  valid  for  twelve 
months.  Holders  of  "season  tickets" 
will  be  entitled  to  sign  the  declaration 
on  the  back  of  the  prescription  form 
and  the  chemist  will  then  dispense  the 
prescription  without  charge.  If  the  pre- 
scription is  dispensed  in  a  hospital 
out-patient  dispensary,  exemption  may 
likewise  be  claimed  by  holders  of  a 
pre-payment  certificate. 

Application  forms  for  "season 
tickets"  are  now  available  at  all  post 
offices.  The  Ministry  states  that  any- 
one wanting  a  pre-payment  certificate 
should  apply  now  so  as  to  have  it 
ready  for  use  on  November  1. 

A  30s.  pre-payment  certificate,  shows 
a  saving  if  more  than  12  items  are 
prescribed  during  the  six  month  period. 
A  55s.  certificate  shows  an  even  greater 
saving  if  items  are  prescribed  at  that 
rate  for  a  whole  year.  There  is  to  be 
no  refund,  however,  if  it  turns  out 
that  the  number  of  items  prescribed 
represents  less  than  the  cost  of  the 
"season  ticket."  From  November  I 
doctors  and  dentists  are  to  write  pre- 
scriptions on  a  redesigned  form.  The 
declaration  on  the  back,  to  be  com- 


pleted by  exempt  persons,  is  clearer 
and  simpler  than  the  current  one  in 
use.  The  categories  entitled  to  exemp- 
tion are: — 

(i)  Cliildren  under  fifteen. 

(ii)  People  aped  ?ixty-five  and  over. 

(iii)  Expectant  and  nursing  motliers  tiolding 
an  exemption  certificate  issued  by  an 
Executive  Council. 

(iv)  People  who  hold  an  exemption  certificate 
issued  by  an  Executive  Council  because 
they  suffer  from  one  of  the  specified 
medical  conditions  which  are  certain  to 
require  continuous  medication  for  long 
periods. 

(v)  People  (and  their  dependents)  who  hold 
a  certificate  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Social  Security  because  they  are  receiving 
a  supplementary  pension  or  supplementary 
allowance  or  are  assessed  as  needing  help 
to  pay  prescription  charges, 
(vi)  War  pensioners  who  are  not  covered  by 
the  categories  above  and  who  hold  a 
certificate  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Social 
Security  in  respect  of  their  accepted  war 
disablement(s). 

Society's  Statement 

A  spokesman  for  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  said:  "Existing  hardship  will  be 
alleviated  only  if  exemption  certificates 
are  given  free  to  those  whose  incomes 
are  at  or  near  the  supplementary  bene- 
fit level.  By  indicating  that  these  needy 
patients  may  obtain  an  exemption  cer- 
tificate as  of  right  the  Minister  appears 
to  have  accepted  the  Society's  argu- 
ment that  they  could  not  possibly  find 
a  lump  sum  of  £1  10s.  in  return  for 
six  months  free  medicines.  Strenuous 
efforts  must  be  made  by  the  Minister  to 
inform  them  of  their  right,  as  so  often 
hardship  is  suffered  unnecessarily. 


you  did  this  to  oblige  a  friend  who 
misled  you;  that  you  did  it  knowingly, 
but  you  did  it  thinking  you  were  get- 
ting him  out  of  a  difficult  situation. 
You  know  that  it  was  vxrong:  you 
know  that  it  was  seriously  v\'rong,  and 
indeed,  in  cases  of  this  kind,  it  has 
been  a  frequent  practice  of  this  Com- 
mittee to  remove  a  man's  name  from 
the  Register. 

'Tn  the  circumstances,  we  have 
decided  not  to  do  that  in  your  case 
because  we  think  this  was  an  isolated 
case.  We  think  not  only  that  it  was  an 
isolated  case  but  it  will  remain  an 
isolated  case.  But  I  must  warn  you 
that  if  there  is  any  suspicion  of  this 
sort  of  conduct  being  committed  by 
you  again,  you  cannot  hope  to  have 
any  form  of  lenient  treatment.  In  the 
circumstances  of  this  case,  we  propose 
to  put  an  end  to  it  by  saying  that  you 
should  be  admonished." 

Another  case  considered  by  the 
Committee  was  a  resumed  hearing  from 
August  16  (see  C.  D.  August  24, 
p.  160)  when  a  pharmacist  convicted 
of  embezzling  from  his  employers  dur- 
ing 1965  claimed  that  a  condition  of 
his  probation,  the  repayments  to  the 
employer  were  being  made  by  deduc- 
tions from  his  wages.  Mr.  Howe 
reminded  the  Committee  that  the  phar- 
macist maintained  that  £5  continued  to 
be  deducted  from  his  wages  but  not  all 
of  that  had  been  sent  on.  "Inquiries 
had  shown  that  to  be  the  case."  An 
inspector  of  the  Society  told  the  Com- 
mittee that  he  had  found  it  difficult 
to  get  factual  information  from  the 
employers.  They  had  pleaded  that  all 
their  books  and  papers  were  with  an 
accountant.  The  pharmacist  said  that 
when  Mr.  Priest  sent  the  letter  calling 
him  to  the  meeting,  he  asked  him  to 
bring  any  evidence  he  could  show  that 
the  sum  of  £90  outstanding  had  been 
paid.  He  thought  that  the  best  possible 
way  to  do  that  was  to  bring  a  letter 
addressed  to  the  secretary  of  the  Paisley 
Co-operative  Society  enclosing  a  cheque 
for  £90.  "It  is  not  my  own  cheque, 
it  is  a  cheque  which  has  been  paid 
over  to  me  as  money  earned  by  me." 

He  later  explained  that  the  cheque 
was  part  of  the  director's  fees  granted 
by  his  new  employers.  He  had  no 
objection  to  inquiries  being  made  to 
ascertain  if  the  cheque  was  "good." 

Giving  the  Committee's  decision. 
Sir  BEN.IAM1N  said  that  during  the 
adjournment,  inquiries  were  made  from 
the  bank,  and  the  Committee  had  been 
informed  that  this  cheque  was  good  and 
there  was  no  reason  why  it  should  not 
be  met.  unless  it  was  stopped  by  the 
drawer.  It  was  proposed  to  adjourn 
the  case  to  the  next  meeting,  Decem- 
ber 5.  If  the  cheque  was  met,  "as  far 
as  we  are  concerned,  the  matter  is  over." 

N.H.S.  STATISTICS 

In  Derbyshire  during  June, 
231.405  prescriptions  (152.088  forms) 
were  dispensed.  Total  cost  was 
£136.856,  an  average  of  141-94d.  per 
prescription. 

In  England  during  June,  contrac- 
tors dispensed  17,889,264  prescrip- 
tions (11.666,134  forms).  Total  cost 
was  £10,424,016.  Average  cost  per 
prescription  was  ]39"85d. 


A  PHARMACIST  ADMONISHED 

Statutory  Committee  again  adjourns  another  case 


THE  Statutory  Committee  admonished 
Mr.  Hugh  Ashcroft.  superintendent 
pharmacist.  Ashcrofts  (Chemists).  Ltd., 
97  Manor  Road.  Fleetwood,  Lanes,  at 
its  meeting  on  October  8.  The  Com- 
mittee had  received  information  that 
Mr.  Ashcroft  had  supplied  Derek  White- 
head, 27  High  Gate.  Fleetwood,  Lanes, 
with  twenty  tablets  of  Ergoapiol,  for 
an  improper  purpose,  "namely  for 
attempting  to  procure  the  mis- 
carriage of  a  woman"  and  in  such 
circumstances  that,  had  the  supply 
been  by  way  of  sale,  it  would  have 
been  in  breach  of  Rule  13  of  the 
Poisons  Rules  and  thereby  unlawful." 

Mr.  P.  St.  John  Howe  appeared  in 
order  to  present  the  facts  to  the  Com- 
mittee. Mr.  Ashcroft  was  present  and 
was  represented  by  Mr.  J.  Peppitt. 

Mr.  Howe  said  that  the  circum- 
stances were  that  the  mother  of  a 
sixteen-year-old  girl  notified  the 
police  that  her  daughter  had  taken 
pills  in  an  attempt  to  procure  a  mis- 
carriage. Further  inquiry  showed  that 
she  had  had  sexual  relations  with  a 
young  man  of  nineteen,  that  a  family 
friend  had  been  told  about  it  by  the 
girl  and  had  volunteered  to  obtain 
tablets  for  her  in  an  attempt  to  procure 
an  abortion.  When  the  friend  of  the 
family  was  asked  where  he  had  got 
them  from,  he  said:  "Well,  it's  like 
this,  Hugh  Ashcroft  in  Manor  Road, 


the  chemist,  is  a  good  pal  of  mine  and 
after  Margaret  asked  me  to  help  her 
1  went  to  him  .  .  ." 

Mr.  Peppitt  said  Mr.  Ashcroft 
admitted  substantially  the  allegations 
made  against  him.  Mr.  Peppitt  later 
said  that  the  recipient  of  the  tablets, 
a  man  called  Whitehead,  had  been  a 
friend  of  Mr.  Ashcroft  for  something 
like  fifteen  years.  Mr.  Ashcroft  knew 
the  family,  as  a  happy  and  devoted 
one.  "There  were  two  youngish  child- 
ren just  short  of  teenage,  and  it  was 
against  that  background  that  Mr. 
Ashcroft  was  approached  by  Mr. 
Whitehead  to  help  him.  He  gave  every 
semblance  of  being  a  desperate  man. 
said  he  had  got  a  girl  into  trouble  at 
his  work,  in  fact  added  that  she  was 
a  secretary,  where  he  was  working. 
Mr.  Ashcroft  in  order  to  help  an  old 
friend,  "and  particularly  an  old  friend's 
family,  and  perhaps  to  preserve  a 
marriage,  took  the  decision  he  did.  He 
did  not  make  a  penny  out  of  it."  Mr. 
Peppitt  added :  "I  think  it  is  fair  to  say 
that  this  was  an  instance  of  a  man  be- 
ing duped  —  and  duped  completely  in 
the  guise  of  friendship." 

Giving  the  Committee's  decision.  Sir 
Benjamin  Ormerod  (chairman)  said  the 
matter  had  caused  it  some  anxiety. 
Addressing  Mr.  Ashcroft  the  Chairman 
continued  "We  have  taken  the  view, 
which  I  hope  is  the  right  one,  that 
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Operating  a  Buying  Group 

AN  EXAMPLE  DESCRIBED  AT  MANAGEMENT  CONFERENCE 


ABOUT  sixty  members  of  the  Institute 
of  Pharmacy  Management  and  their 
friends  attended  the  Institute's  fourth 
annual  conference  held  in  Stratford- 
on-Avon,  Warwicks,  October  13-14, 
under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  B.  J. 
Thomas. 

Five  papers  were  read  on  a  variety 
of  subjects.  The  opening  address  on 
the  second  day  was  given  by  Mr.  J. 
Bran,  Swindon,  whose  paper  explained 
the  establishment  and  organisation  of 
a   buying    group    in    which    he  was 


Mr.  M.  J.  Bran  delivering  his  address. 

involved.  The  group  originally  con- 
sisted of  five  members — one  has  since 
withdrawn.  The  following  are  points 
from  Mr.  Bran's  address: 

The  businesses  are  only  similar  in 
the  fact  that  all  have  a  reasonable  dis- 
pensing turnover,  the  smallest  filling 
about  2.000  N.H.S.  items  per  month. 
Retail  trends  in  each  pharmacy  differ 
widely  with  varying  types  of  customer 
and  sales.  The  total  combined  buying 
power  at  retail  prices  would  be  in  ex- 
cess of  £150,000.  which  means  that 
purchases  can  be  made  in  reasonable 
quantity.  The  group  meets  once  a 
month  at  members'  houses  in  rotation 
to  plan  the  next  month's  buying  and  to 
exchange  orders  and  cheques.  The 
attempt  is  made  to  order  all  "  ethicals" 
at  monthly  intervals  or  at  intervals 
that  qualify  for  "best"  terms.  Dis- 
counts normally  expected  are  in  the 
region  of  10  per  cent,  but  for  some 
that  are  turned  over  at  at  least  monthly 
intervals  a  lower  rate  has  been  accepted 
in  the  expectation  of  being  able  to  in- 
crease at  a  later  date.  The  last  part  of 
the  meeting  is  informal  and  members 
discuss  problems  and  ideas  that  have 
been  encountered. 

When  goods  are  received  at  a  phar- 
macy they  are  split  up  into  their  appro- 
priate lots  and  are  then  delivered  by 
the  member  to  the  others.  Usually  he 
is  able  to  collect  goods  at  the  same 
time.  The  members  situated  in  the  out- 
lying districts  deliver  goods  for  each 
other  at  one  of  the  central  pharmacies 
and  use  that  as  a  staging  post  so  that 
travelling  distance  and  time  are  re- 
duced. No  "ethical"  item  is  purchased 
at  less  than  5  per  cent,  discount  if 
more  than  one  month's  stock  requires 
to  be  bought  at  a  time.  Each  member 


depot  has  a  printed  list  of  the  houses 
handled  and  on  it  are  listed  all  the 
products  ordered  frequently,  space 
being  left  to  write  in  others.  The  lists 
are  given  to  the  members  and  may  be 
filled  in  for  ordering.  In  that  v\ay  all 
orders  are  written  in  the  same  sequence 
and  are  easy  to  interpret;  they  also 
help  to  ensure  that  the  orders  are 
brought  to  the  meeting. 

It  has  been  found  beneficial  for 
other  medicinal  items,  toiletries,  baby 
goods,  etc.,  to  take  advantage  of  manu- 
facturers' seasonal  bonuses  olTers  and. 
if  the  terms  are  sufficiently  attractive, 
three  or  four  months"  stock  will  be 
ordered. 

Success  with  Hair  Sprays 

One  group  of  products  in  which  the 
arrangement  has  been  particularly  suc- 
cessful has  been  hair  sprays,  for  every 
member  of  the  group  has  increased 
sales  considerably  by  selling  them  at 
cut  prices.  A  spray  in  the  5s.  price 
range  (pre  Budget)  sells  at  a  rate  at 
least  three  times  the  normal  if  reduced 
in  price  by  one  shilling-Is.  3d. 

Normally  various  leading  brands 
are  bought  in  5-6  gross  lots  at  six- 
weekly  intervals  and  sold  from  "dump" 
displays.  The  make  of  spray  is  varied 
from  time  to  time  according  to  the 
price  that  can  be  negotiated,  but  it 
must  be  one  of  the  brand  leaders.  It 
was  the  group's  first  experiment  with 
speculative  buying  and,  as  it  was  suc- 
cessful, the  technique  was  applied  to 
other  lines.  "We  have  used  this  type 
of  merchandising  because,  contrary  to 
some  pharmaceutical  thinking,  we  feel, 
rightly  or  wrongly,  that  competitive 
prices  of  everyday  articles  (the  tech- 
nique would  not  be  used  for  any  medi- 
cinal item)  creates  a  good  impression 
on  the  customer. 

At  the  outset  of  the  scheme  there 
was  no  idea  that  one  of  the  most  valu- 
able side  effects  found  from  running 
the  group  would  prove  to  be  the  dis- 
cussion of  mutual  and  individual  phar- 
maceutical problems.  Ideas  found  suc- 
cessful in  one  pharmacy  have  been 
adopted  and  in  some  cases  improved 
upon  in  another  to  the  benefit  of  all. 
Soon  after  the  formation  of  the  group 
it  was  found  that  we  all  had  that  prob- 


lem common  to  so  many  pharmacists  of 
being  tied  to  our  shops  all  day  long 
for  six  days  per  week  and  that  none 
of  us  was  in  a  position  to  employ  a 
pharmacist  full-time,  though  all  needed 
one  at  fairly  frequent  intervals.  We 
eventually  decided  to  seek  a  pharma- 
cist who  could  be  self-employed  but 
who  would  work  for  us  exclusively  for 
so  many  days  per  v\eek.  Wc  found  a 
lady  pharmacist,  fortunately  living 
locally,  who  was  prepared  to  work  3-4 
days  per  week  and  cover  holidays 
where  necessary,  with  a  priority  being 
given  for  sickness  cover. 

Asked  if  using  qualified  labour  to 
make  deliveries  did  not  prove  expen- 
sive Mr.  Bran  said  the  arrangement 
worked  out  quite  well  because  they 
often  passed  by  each  others'  phar- 
macies, so  a  special  journey  was  not 
always  entailed.  Other  points  emerg- 
ing from  questions  were  that  the 
£150,000  was  the  total  potential  of  all 
in  the  group.  Baby  foods  were  not 
bought  on  a  co-operative  basis:  the 
profit  margin  expected  on  hair  sprays 
and  other  cut  lines  was  25  per  cent. — 
certainly  not  less  than  20  per  cent.; 
wholesalers  may  not  like  the  scheme 
but  the  nearest  was  25  miles  away. 
Storage  was  not  a  great  problem,  those 
with  least  space  handled  the  smallest 
items:  makers  of  bulky  items  (sanitary 
towels,  etc.),  delivered  usually  to  each 
address. 

Banquet 

In  proposing  the  toast  to  the  Insti- 
tute at  the  banquet,  Mr.  W.  F.  Scott, 
BIyth,  Northumberland,  paid  tribute  to 
the  officers.  Professor  J.  M.  Rowson 
(president  of  the  Institute),  responded. 
He  said  further  growth  of  the  Institute 
was  necessary  and  urged  members  to 
recruit  more.  An  efficient  organisation 
required  staff,  which  in  turned  required 
finance.  "The  Guests"  was  proposed 
by  Mr.  T.  G.  Booth,  Bradford  (vice- 
chairman),  and  the  response  given  by 
Mr.  M.  p.  Bridges,  Brighton.  Mem- 
bers were  told  by  Mr.  H.  W.  Tomski 
(director  and  secretary),  that  the  man- 
agement course  held  this  month  had 
been  subscribed-to  to  the  extent  that  a 
larger  than  planned  examination  hall 
had  had  to  be  engaged. 

[Other  papers  will 
be  dealt  with  in  a 
later  issue.] 


REPLYING  TO  THE 
T  O  A.S  T  :  Professor 
J.  M.  Rowson  (presi- 
dent. Institute  of 
Pharmac.v  Manage- 
ment) replies  to  a 
toast  at  the  banquet 
during  the  Institute's 
fourth  annual  con- 
ference. Also  in  the 
picture  are  Mrs. 
Rowson  and  Mr.  B.  J. 
Thomas  (chairman). 
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IN  PARLIAMENT 


THE  Minister  of  Health  told  Mr.  Li;ad- 
BiTTiiR  in  a  written  reph  on  October 
15  that  recent  discussions  and  cor- 
respondence with  the  National  Phar- 
maceutical Union  had  cosered  re- 
muneration, redesign  of  the  declaration 
on  the  back  of  the  prescription  form 
and  other  methods  of  improNing  the 
operation  of  the  present  arrangements. 
A  further  discussion  was  taking  place 
that  da\.  He  further  told  Mr.  Lead- 
bitter  that  the  arrangements  for  issue 
of  prepa\ment  certificates  for  exemp- 
tion from  prescription  charges  were 
not  expected  to  allect  signiticantU  the 
Government's  original  estimate  of  the 
reduction  in  savings  resulting  from  the 
re-introduction  of  the  charge.  Total 
administrative  cost  of  introducing  and 
implementing  charges  in  the  current 
financial  vear  was  still  expected  to  be 
between  £!  million  and  £im.  including 
the  cost  of  providing  information  to  the 
public  on  charges  and  refunils  and  the 
availabilit>   of  prepjivment  certificates. 

Mr.  L.  Paviit  asked  if  the  Minister 
would  issue  a  further  notice  to  pres- 
cribers  to  counteract  the  trend  noted 
b\  pharmacists  to  prescribe  excessive 
quantities  of  medicines  since  the  re- 
inlroduciion  of  charges.  Tiit  Ministir 
replied  that  his  circular  on  prepavment 
certificates  would  repeat  that  prescrib- 
mg  of  larger  quantities  than  would  be 
considered  neccssarv  on  clinical  grounds 
should  not  be  needed. 

lfx;ai  kfpof^ts 

Admitted  Kinbc/vlin^  Dru^s 

Se.ntlnci  s  totalling  eighteen  months' 
imprisonment  were  imposed  on  Thomas 
Smith.  Gale  Street,  Glasgow,  after  he 
had   admitted    emheziling    more  than 

26.  (HMI  amphetamine  tablets  and  cap- 
sules while  emplovcd  bv  Pinkerion 
Smith  (a  branch  of  Vesiric.  Ltd  ).  Hol\- 
rood  Road.  Edinburgh.  He  also  ad- 
mitted olTcnces  against  the  Drugs 
(Prevention  of  Misuse)  Act.  Smith  fur- 
ther admitted  charges  of  possessing 
gr.  8  of  mi>rphine  sulphate.  The  pro- 
curator hscal  said  Smith  had  worked  as 
the  supervisor  of  the  comp;iny\  Dan- 
gerous Drugs  department  for  fifteen 
\ears.  The  offences  came  ti>  light  after 
a  man  was  arrested  on  the  night  of 
.August  2,^.  in  ptissession  of  I. (MM)  Dcxc- 
drine  tablets.  He  said  he  had  been  sup- 
plied with  the  drugs  b\  Smith  opposite 
a  public-house  in  Dundee  Street.  The 
fiscal  said  he  understood  the  price  paid 
for  the  tablets  was  t.^O.  The  police  took 
out  a  search  warrant  and  went  to 
Smith's  house.  Smith  said  he  did  not 
have  an\  drugs  but  invited  the  police 
to  search  the  house.  Thev  found  ln7 
cmptv  tablet  tins  indicating  there  had 
been  a  large  quantit\  of  tablets.  Smith 
explained  that  he  had  taken  tablets  lor 
a  number  of  >ears  for  a  pain  in  his 
hack.  He  gave  the  police  two  tins  con- 
taining 3f)  tablets  and  four  capsules. 
The  police  then  called  on  the  companv 
and  found  26.456  tablets  were  missing. 

Correction. — Mr.  W.  H.  Grove.  High 
Street,  Redcar,  Yorks.  asks  us  to  point 
out  that,  at  the  South  Bank.  Tees- 
side,  magistrates'  court  on  September 

27,  the  charge  against  him  in  respect 
of   the   sale   of   Veganin   tablets  (see 


C.  A  D.,  October  5,  p.  326)  was  with- 
drawn. The  medicine  that  was  the  sub- 
ject of  another  charge  was  Aludro.x 
gel.  [We  regret  the  error — Editor.] 

COMPANY  NEWS 

Previous  year's  tiuures  in  part'nihvscs 

CEREBOS.  LTD  Profits.  before 
la.x  for  six  months  ended  June  29  were 
£1,909.223  (£I.385.S9S  in  same  period 
of  1967).  The  company  is  now  a 
subsidiary  of  the  Ranks  Nov  is 
McDougall  Group. 

CiREEFF-CHEMK  AL  S  HOLD- 
INCiS.  LTD. — Consolidated  profit  on 
trading  in  half-year  ended  June  30  was 
£60.924  (£5K.694  in  same  1967  period). 
Ciroup  profit  after  taxation.  £159.702 
(£129.141).  An  interim  dividend  of 
4  per  cent.  (3  per  cent.)  is  declared. 
The  directors  anticipate  that  the  profit 
on  trading  in  the  second  half  shoukl 
not  differ  greatly  from  that  for  the 
second  half  of  1967,  which  was  about 
£45,IMM). 

JEYES  GROUP,  LTD.  and  BROBAT 
CO.,  LTD.-  Jeyes  CJroup,  Ltd  .  are  to 
purchase  Brobat  Co.,  Ltd.,  the  con- 
sideration will  be  £52K,0()()  on  comple- 
tion and  three  yearly  payments  of 
£25(),0(K)  commencing  1969.  As  an 
immediate  result  of  the  merger,  Jeyes 
Ciroup  gains  an  additional  turnover  in 
excess  of  £2-million  and  profits  cur- 
rently running  at  £I65.<HM)  a  yeiir  There 
is  a  maior  contribution  to  turnover 
from  Middleion  Plastics.  Ltd  in-line 
bottle  blowing  and  filling  operatii>n. 
Mr.  R.  Auchincloss  (managing  direc- 
tor. Jeyes  Ciroup.  Ltd.)  now  becomes 
chairman  of  both  Brobat,  Ltd  and 
Middleion  Plastics.  Ltd  At  the  s;ime 
time  Mr.  \\.  Wiseman  has  joined  the 
board  of  Jeyes  Ciroup,  Ltd. 

(il.AXO  CiROUP,  LTD.— A  final 
dividend  iif  X'9  per  cent,  is  recom- 
mended, making  14  9  per  cent,  for  the 
year  to  June  30  (against  a  total 
equivalent  to  144  per  cent  ).  (iroup 
sales,  excluding  £38-5m.  by  the  whole- 
saling company  Vestric.  Ltd..  at 
£96  5m.  were  nearly  £27m.  higher  than 
in  1967.  If  the  increase  in  sterling 
value  of  sales  of  overseas  subsidiaries 
ciiused  by  devaluation  and  the  sales 
of  acquired  companies  were  excluded, 
the  increase  wi>uld  have  been  about 
£Hm.  Trading  profit,  including  Vestric, 
is  about  £5  5m..  or  40  per  cent,  up 
(adjusted  to  include  Cilaxo's  share  of 
the  profit  of  Vestric  which  was  then  an 
associated  company).  The  results  in- 
clude a  full  year's  trading  of  B.D.H. 
Group,  Ltd..  and  Farley's  Infant  Food. 
Ltd.,  acquired  during  the  year.  Profit, 
before  tax,  was  £l9-05m.  (£l3  94m.). 
The  net  profit  after  lax  is  £IO-4m. 
(£7  73m.) 

Bl  SINESS  CHANGES 

M  L  DANIEL.  LTD.  have  trans- 
ferred their  sales  department  ti>  their 
factory  at  Longficid  Road.  Tunbridgc 
Wells.  Kent  telephone  0«-92  22375. 

MR  W  D  EMMETT.  M  PS.,  has 
acquired  Pounds  Drug  Store,  (  orfe 
Mullen,  Wimborne.  Dorset,  and  has 
converted  it  into  a  branch  pharmacv. 

ROBERTS  WINDSOR,  LTD,  who 
also  distribute  Harriet  Hubbard  Ayer 
products  in  the  United  Kingdom,  have 


nn)ved  their  otlices  and  showroomJ 
14  Pall  Mall,  London,  S.W.I,  f| 
Grosvenor  Street. 

AYLING  INDU.STRIES  group 
companies  have  acquired  Ross  Opt 
Ltd.,  manufacturers  of  hinocu 
lenses  and  scientific  instrumi 
Ross  will  continue  to  indcpend 
manufacture  and  market  optical  eql^- 
ment  at  home  and  abroad  under 
name  Ross  Optical.  Ltii. 

(i.   W.   SCADDAN   &  CO.,  L 
Reading,  have  taken  over  the  husijs 
of    Mr.    C.    H.    Patrick.  MPS 
Twyford,   Berks.    Mr.    R.   luli  j 
manage  the  branch. 

BRITISH  O.XYGEN  CO.  L 
have  set  up  a  new  consumer  proi 
group  for  Sparklets  and  related 
ducts.  A  national  sales  ollice,  lepl 
regional  olliccs.  will  deal  with  all  oi| 
for  Sparklets  products.  It  is  now  e 
lished  at  .Angel  Roail,  London, 
(Telephone:  Order  ollice:  Oi-S07 
and  5502;  sales  department:  OlB? 
627S.  All  .Sparklets  products  requEg 
repair  should  be  sent  to  the  ni 
created  department  at  The  British 
gen  Co.,  Ltd.,  Service  Deparlrjt 
Queen  Street,  Tottenham,  Lor 
N.17.  (telephone:  OI-808  OSSl) 
voices  covering  serv  ice 'repair  ch:| 
will  be  issued  by  Toiiciihani  and 
cludeil  with  items  when  they  ari 
turneil  after  service.  Payments  s 
be  made  direct  to  Tottenham.  Th 
organivition  does  not  effect  me 
equipment  and/or  gases. 

FOLLOWINCi  the  merger  of  iflts 
Pure  Drug  (  t).,  Ltd.,  with  Tin 
Whites  &  Taylors,  Ltd..  all  the  gr 
pharmacy  outlets  will  operate 
uniler  the  Boots  name.  It  has  also 
ilecideil  that  the  ct)nversion  of 
T  imolhv  Whiles'  pharmacies  t4> 
darii  shops  of  the  Boots  tvpe  wi 
completed  with  all  speed  anil  tha 
development  of  the  housewares 
within  the  Timothy  Whites  grou 
be  expanded  as  quickly  as  possibl 
the  integration  proceeds  it  is  ex 
that  some  outlets  will  become  eco 
cally  redundant  as  pharmacies 
may  be  retained,  and.  with  the  re 
ing  Timothv  Whites  non-pharmacvKl 
lets,  will  be  developetl  as  houscBcs 
shops.  The  following  branchelol 
Timolhv  Whites  &  Taylors,  Lid 
be  opened  as  Boots  branches  with 
during  October  or  November 
Fore  Streel.  London.  N.18;  5lo  H 
Road.  London.  W.2:  42  King  ^ 
Sianford-le-Hope.  Essex:  2S2 
(  hrisichiirch  Road.  Boiirncn 
Hants;  49  King  Street.  Soulhall.  \1 
.sex;  I  llmh  Street.  Shanklin.  I 
Wight;  1  Marble  Arch.  London.  W 
Low  Town.  Pudsev.  Yorks;  8  I 
Street.  Thorne.  Doncaslcr;  and  45 
mercial  Street.  Rolhwell.  Leeds. 

APPOINTMENTS 

Directors 

E.    R     SQUIBB    &  SONS. 
Twickenham.  Middlesex,  have  afBn- 
led  Mr.  Ci.  D  Snell  assistant  maigng 
director. 

GOLDEN  LTD.  — Mr.  J.  Gla#as 
been  appointed  managing  direclo«ith 
Mr.  C.  Ashley,  assistant  maiF 
director.  Mr.  H.  C.  W.  Dallv  hi 
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nounced  his  intention  of  retiring  at 
the  end  of  1969.  He  remains  chairman 
of  the  company  until  then  but  has 
ceased  to  be  managing  director. 

Executives 

BP.  CHEMICALS  (U.K.).  LTD.. 
have  appointed  Mr.  B.  L.  Levinson 
manager  of  the  technical  division  of 
their  chemicals  department.  He  succeeds 
Mr.  A.  Mcintosh  who  was  recently 
appointed  an  assistant  general  manager 
of  the  department. 

PERSONALITIES 

PROFE-S.SOR  A.  H.  BECKETT 
head  of  the  Chelsea  School  of  Phar- 
■nacy).  is  attending  the  Olympic 
james  in  New  Mexico  as  a  member  of 
he  medical  commission  of  the  Interna- 
lonal  Olympic  Committee. 

DEATHS 

COTTIS.— Suddenly  on  October  6 
Mr.  Percy  Everett  Cottis.  M  P  S.  Crown 
lottage.  Dedham.  Esse.x.  Mr.  Cottis 
jualified  in  1921  and  was  formerly  in 
business  at  Walton-on-thc-Naze.  Essex. 

DEANE.— On  October  4  .Mr.  Harold 
Deane.  F.P.S..  B.Sc.  F.R.I.C..  Knaves- 
cre.  106  Melford  Road.  Sudbury.  Suf- 
olk.  aged  eighty-nine.  Mr.  Deane 
niered  pharmacy  in  1895  and  was 
pprenticed  to  William  Martindale. 
ondon.  He  studied  at  the  School  of 
he  Pharmaceutical  Sociel\  as  Bell 
cholar  and  qualified  as  a  Pharma- 
eutical  C  hemist  in  1901.  He  joined  the 
taff  of  the  school  and  in  1903  obtained 
le  degree  of  B.Sc.  of  London  LJniver- 
ity.  In  1907  he  became  a  Fellow  of 
ie  Institute  of  C  hemislry.  After  brief 
eriods  of  service  with  Philip  Harris 
L  Co..  Ltd..  and  Burroughs  Wellcome 
Co.  he  joined  the  staff  of  Stafford 
Sons.  Ltd..  at  Long  Melford  sube- 
uentK  becoming  a  director  of  the 
ompan\.  He  retired  from  that  position 
1  1956.  He  was  chairman  of  the  Hn- 
sh  Pharmaceutical  C  onfcrence  in  19.^6 
nd  took  an  active  interest  in  the  local 
ranches  of  the  professional  bodies  to 
'hich  he  belonged. 

JONES.  —  Suddenlv  on  October  I. 
1r.  Robert  Murra\  Jones.  M.P.S..  20 
Manor  Drive, 
Upton  Wirral, 
(  hes.  Mr.  Jones 
qualified  in  1929 
and  spent  some 
>ears     in  the 
government  me- 
dical service  in 
both    East  and 
West  Africa  be- 
fore joining 
May   &  Baker. 
Ltd..  twenty- 
two   years  ago. 
He  returned  to 
Lagos    as  the 
?neral  manager.  Mav  &  Baker  (West 
[frica),  Ltd..  in  February  1947  and  was 
spoinled  to  the  board  of  that  com- 
iny  in  June  1948.  Popular  with  both 
jigerians  and   expatriates.   Mr.  Jones 
Jade  a  lasting  impact  on  professional 
id  business  circles   throughout  West 
|frica.  In  December  1*^57  he  returned 
the  United  Kingdom,  anil  in  Ma\ 


1958  was  appointed  manager  of  the 
Manchester  office  of  May  &  Baker,  Ltd.. 
remaining  a  member  of  the  board  of 
May  &  Baker's  West  African  companv. 

LOW.— On  October  11.  Mr.  William 
Low,  J. P..  F.P.S.,  aged  sixty-one.  Mr. 
Low  died  while  on  holiday  and  was 
buried  at  sea  on  October  12.  He  quali- 
fied from  the  Royal  Dispensary.  Edin- 
burgh, in  1929  and  joined  his  father 
in  business  at  Blackhill.  He  was  chair- 
man of  John  Low.  Ltd..  Blackhill  and 
Lows  Pharmaceuticals.  Consett.  .Mr. 
Low  was  designated  a  Fellow  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  in  1966.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  local  Executive  Coun- 
cil since  the  inception  of  the  N.H.S. 
in  1948.  being  prior  to  that  a  member 
of  the  Durham  County  Insurance  Com- 
mittee. He  had  been  secretary  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Committee  since  1943. 
An  active  member  of  the  Durham 
Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
Mr.  Low  was  chairman  in  1938  and  in 
1963  and  secretary  1943-46.  He  leaves 
a  widow,  son  and  daughter  (Mrs.  J.  F. 
Chapman.  M  PS.). 


INQUESTS 


Infected  Transfusion.  —  Septicaemia 
due  to  an  infected  blood  transfusion 
caused  the  death  of  Mrs.  Caroline 
Smith,  Small  Heath,  Birmingham, 
stated  a  pathologist  at  an  inquest  on 
October  14  when  the  Birmingham  City 
Coroner  recorded  a  verdict  of 
■  accidental  death."  Another  pathologist 
said  tests  carried  out  on  two  plastic 
bags  used  to  give  the  transfusions  at 
East  Birmingham  hospital  showed  that 
the  bag  used  during  an  operation  was 
infected.  A  director  of  the  Regional 
Blood  Transfusion  Service  said  plastic 
bags  were  used  instead  of  bottles  as 
that  led  to  less  wastage.  He  was  satis- 
fied that  the  bags,  produced  abroad, 
were  properly  sterilised.  He  had  found 
a  microscopic  hole  in  one  of  them. 
It  was  invisible  to  the  human  eye.  and 
would  not  have  caused  a  leak,  but 
might  have  allowed  contamination.  It 
was  likely  that  the  bag  had  been 
damaged  during  its  journey  to  the 
blood  bank. 


MEMORIALS  TO  THE  LATE  DR.  CHALLEN 

First  trophy  and  lecture  presentations  at  Portsmouth 


TAVO  event-,  in  commemoration  of  the 
late  Dr.  S.  B.  Challen  took  place  at 
Portsmouth  College  of  Technology 
School  of  Pharmacy  on  October  10 
when  Mrs.  Challen  presented  the 
Stephen  B.  Challen  memorial  trophy 
for  pharmacognosy  to  Mr.  R.  Ho  (a 
second  year  student  from  Guyana), 
and  Professor  J.  W.  Fairbairn  (profes- 
sor of  pharmacognosy.  University  of 
London)  deli\ercd  the  first  Challen 
memorial  lecture.  Dr.  Challen  was 
head  of  the  Portsmouth  department  of 
pharmacy  and  physiology  for  three 
years  before  his  death   in    May  1967. 

Bell-niclal  mortar 

I  he  memorial  trophy  is  a  200-year- 
old  English  bell-metal  mortar,  one  of 
a  set  of  three  from  the  Dorset  Square. 
London,  pharmacy  of  the  Cireenish 
family.  Mr.  1  homas  Greenish  (father 
of  H.  (i.  Cireenish,  the  professor  of 
pharmacognosy,  and  of  Thomas  E. 
Cireenish)  was  an  assistant  with 
Godfrey  &  Cooke  when  the  Pharma- 
ceutical .Society  was  founded  in  1841. 
Subsequently  he  started  in  business  at 
20  New  Street,  Dorset  .Square  and  later 
acquired  the  famous  pharmacy  of 
Ciodfrey  &  Cooke,  30  C  onduit  Street, 
London,  W.l.  It  is  highly  probable 
that  the  mortar  came  from  the  latter 
establishment  which  was  founded  at 
the  end  of  the   I8lh  century. 

The  decoratit)n  around  the  waist  of 
the  mortar  is  a  scallop  shell,  rosette 
and  a  leafy  spray  repeated  —  a 
characteristic  design  on  English  bell- 
metal  mortars.  (A  large  mortar  of 
similar  type  in  the  E.  Saville  Peck 
Collection  at  17  Bloomsbury  Square 
bears  the  date  1768.)  The  base  has  an 
extension  to  fit  into  a  wooden  stand. 

Mr.  J.  McC  lenahan,  M  P. S.N. I., 
whose  hobby  is  wood  turning,  made 
the   oak  stand 

Dr  F  Perks  (head  of  the  school 
and  chairman.  Portsmouth  Branch, 
Pharmaceutical  .Sticiely),  welcomed  an 
audience  of  neatly  150  pharmacists, 
sludenls   and    their    guests    and  paid 


tribute  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Challen. 
Professor  Fairbairn,  whose  lecture 
was  entitled  "Why  .Alkaloids?"  dis- 
cussed his  department's  work,  to  which, 
in  the  early  stages,  he  said.  Dr. 
Challen  had  made  important  contribu- 
tions. Professor  Fairbairn  also  pre- 
sented the  prizes  as  follows: — 

ScionJ  year  Porlsmouth  Chemists' 
Associaiion  for  I'luirnuicogiiosy.  and 
second  year  course  prize  (Boots,  Ltd.).  R. 
A.  Ho.  First  year  coio-se  prize  (Boots. 
i.,td.),  D.  I.  D.  El  Eini.  First  year  pharma- 
ceutical chemistry  prize  (Timothv  Whites 
&  Taylors,  Ltd.),  K.  P.  Jones.  J.  C. 
filoomfield  prize  (pharmaceutical  biology), 
Miss  J.  K.  Eaton.  Second  year  course 
prize  (Timothy  Whites  Taylors.  Ltd.), 
Miss  E.  M.  Gilbert.  Second  year  phurma- 
ceuiics  prize  (Evans  Medical,  Ltd.).  J.  R. 
Hutlon.  Second  year  pharnuiceiitical 
chemiMry  (Imperial  Chemical  Industries, 
Ltd.).  J.  A.  C.rundN.  Third  year  Fh.C. 
course  prize  (  Fimothy  Whites  &  Taylors, 
Ltd.).  J.  D.  Steinhaidt.  Third  year 
pharmaceutics  (L)pjohn,  Ltd.),  T.  J. 
Hooper.  Branch  chairman's  prize  (pharma- 
cology), R.  P.  L.  Ribolla.  B.l'harm. 
course  prize  (Boots.  Ltd.).  and  Pfizer  Lid. 
prize  (pharmaceulical  chemistry),  A.  L. 
Cripps. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

Letters  when  received  must  bear  the  name  and 
address  of  the  sender,  not  necessarily  for 
publication.  The  Editor  does  not  hold  himself 
responsible  for  the  views  expressed. 

Not  Strictly  One  Of  Us 

Sir, — In  his  letter  published  last 
week  (C.  &  D.,  October  12,  p.  352) 
Dr.  Whittet  describes  F.  H.  Carr  as  a 
pharmacist.  Unfortunately  we  cannot 
count  him  in  our  ranks  although  he 
was  awarded  a  Harrison  Memorial 
medal  in  1927.  p.  W.  Adams, 

London,  N.W.3 

Contractors  Not  Consulted 

Sir, — At  a  meeting  of  this  company 
the  following  motion  was  carried  una- 
nimously: "That  this  meeting  of  a 
group  of  proprietor  pharmacists  de- 
plores the  inability  once  more  of  the 
Chemists'  Contractors  Committee  to 
consult  and  communicate  with  contrac- 
tors as  demonstrated  by  the  Minister's 
announcement  on  October  15." 

G.  Wilson,  Secretary, 
Dachem,  Ltd., 
Redbourne,  Herts 

Next  Patient 

Sir, — I  suppose  this  could  be  called 
a    prescription    poser.    Imagine  the 

scene,  a  busy  practitioner,  a  crowded 
and  noisy  waiting  room,  the  pres- 
criptions handed  for  the  "next"  to  a 
busy  receptionist,  who  in  turn  hands 
it  to  the  patient,  who  then  proceeds 
to  this  chemist  on  rota  to  have  his 
medicine  made  up.  What  shall  I  tell 
him?  Never  mind,  I  know  the  doctor 
so  can  'phone  him. 

General  Practice 
Interesting  and  Informative 

Sir, — I  am  retiring  from  business  on 
September  30.  ...  I  would  like  to 
express  my  appreciation  and  thanks 
for  all  the  help  I  have  received  from 
the  C.  &  D.,  during  forty-three  years. 
The  paper  has  at  all  times  been  in- 
teresting, informative  and  practical;  and 
of  course  the  Quarterly  Price  List  and 
weekly  supplements  have  been  in  con- 
stant use.  My  current  subscription 
expires  on  Nov.  30,  and  I  shall  appre- 
ciate receiving  the  remaining  issues  and 
will  pass  them  on  to  my  successor  after 
reading  them.  a.  Spencer, 

Spalding,  Lines 

Appreciated 

I  WOULD  take  this  opportunity  of 
letting  you  know  how  valuable  your 
paper  has  been  over  the  years,  and  per- 
haps particularly  the  1959  Centenary 
number  which  will  continue  to  have  a 
home  in  my  bookcase. — W.P. 

When  I  retired  some  years  ago.  I 
resigned  from  the  Pharmaceutical 
Register,  but  I  kept  on  the  C.  &  D., 
both  from  the  wish  to  keep  in  touch 
and  also  to  have  an  independent  com- 
ment on  things  current.  But  with  a 
limited  and  very  fixed  income  ...  I 
must  now  close  my  account  with 
regret,  but  wish  you  and  your  journal 
every  good  wish   and  success. — J.D. 


TRADE  NOTES 


Terms  in  Northern  Ireland. — Cux- 
son,  Gerrard  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Oldbury, 
Birmingham,  apologise  for  an  error  in 
their  announcement  in  October  5  issue 
of  the  C.  &  D.  The  carriage-paid  terms 
for  Northern  Ireland  should  have  read 
£20  and  not  as  there  stated. 

Additional  Sizes. — A  1 -litre  pack  of 
Alupent  syrup  is  now  available  from 
BoEHRiNGER  Ingelheim,  Ltd,,  Isleworth 
House,  Great  West  Road,  Isleworth, 
Middlesex.  —  A  250-mil  Octaflex  aero- 
sol has  been  introduced  by  Ward, 
Blenkinsop  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Fulton  House, 
Empire  Way,  Wembley,  Middlesex. 

Change  of  Source. — H.  R.  Napp, 
Ltd.,  Hill  Farm  Avenue,  LeavcJen, 
North  Watford,  Herts,  announce  that, 
from  November  I,  Betadine  scalp  lotion 
is  being  supplied  only  through  H.  R. 
Napp.  Ltd.  Other  Betadine  preparations 
will  continue  to  he  available  from 
Berk  Pharmaceuticals,  Ltd.,  Godalming, 
Surrey. 

Contents  Declaration  —  Horlicks 
Pharmaceuticals.  Ltd.,  Orchard  Lea, 
Winkfield.  Windsor,  Berks,  announce 
that  in  future  the  label  declaration  for 
Aserbine  cream  will  be:  Malic  acid, 
()'36  per  cent.;  benzoic  acid,  0(124  per 
cent.;  salicylic  acid.  0'006  per  cent.; 
propylene  glycol,  I  7  per  cent.  Aserbine 
solution  is  prepared  from:  Malic  acid, 
2  25  per  cent.;  benzoic  acid,  01 5  per 
cent.;  salicylic  acid,  0-0375  per  cent.; 
and  propylene  glycol  40  per  cent. 

Withdrawn.  —  In  view  of  the  in- 
creasing acceptance  of  the  value  of 
high-dose  salicylate  treatment  in  rheu- 
matic disease,  and  the  role  of  aloxiprin 
in  this  context,  British  Schering  Ltd., 
225  Bath  Road,  Slough,  Bucks,  have 
decided  to  simplify  matters  for  pres- 
cribers  and  suppliers  by  withdrawing 
the  low-dosage  version  (Palaprin — 
aloxiprin  400  mgm.)  from  their  range 
leaving  Palaprin  Forte  (aloxiprin  600 
mgm.)  as  the  sole  aloxiprin  product. 

Pollen  Vaccines  for  1969.  —  Ben- 
card's  hay  fever  desensitising  course 
D.VAC  Pollens  for  1969  will  again  be 
available  to  advance  order  only  it  is 
announced.  Orders  should  be  placed 
with  Beecham  Ethical  Distributors, 
Great  West  Road,  Brentford,  Middle- 
sex, before  December  31,  quoting  the 
patient's  name  and  the  administration 
date  of  the  first  dose  (between  February 
10  and  March  8):  late  orders  are  being 
met  up  to  January  18  but  in  those 
cases  the  first  dose  cannot  be  supplied 
for  administration  before  February  17. 
Orders  should  also  stale  the  type  of 
course  required  and  the  delivery  and 
invoice  address  if  different  from  that 
on  the  order.  Acknowledgment  of  orders 
will  be  made  within  fourteen  days. 
Injections  are  administered  four  weeks 
apart,  from  prefiUed  disposable  syringes. 
Because  of  the  vaccine's  short  shelf 
life,  each  dose  is  supplied  separately 
a  few  days  before  it  is  required.  To 
avoid  delay,  wholesaler  orders  should 
indicate  delivery  to  the  address  at  which 
the  prescription  is  being  held.  Invoices 
will  be  despatched  after  delivery  of 
the  final  dose.  N.H.S.  prescriptions 
should  not  be  submitted  for  pricing 
until  that  time.  Two  alternative  courses 
are  offered.  The  weaker  primary  course 


for  patients  who  have  not  received 
pollen  vaccine  treatment  in  the  last  five 
years  or  whose  seasonal  symptoms  are 
severe,  and  for  all  children  aged  8  to 
14  years  inclusive  and  the  stronger 
advanced  course  for  patients  aged  15 
years  and  over  who  have  had  pollen 
treatment  in  the  last  five  years  and 
whose  symptoms  are  not  severe. 

Bonus  Offers 

Chesebrough-Pond's,  Ltd.,  Victoria 
Road,  London,  N.W.IO.  Cutex  nail  har- 
dener. Twelve  invoiced  as  eleven.  Until 
December  31. 

Co-Caps  (Coded  Capsules),  361 
Lillie  Road,  London,  S.W.6.  Tetracy- 
cline Co-Caps.  Offer  of  300  invoicec 
as  100  on  direct  orders  ends  Octobei 
26. 

Gillette  Safety  Razor  Co.,  Grea 
West  Road,  Isleworth,  Middlesex.  Tub 
shaving  cream.  Two  free  silver  blade: 
with  pack.  Foamy  shaving  cream.  Is.  6d 
olV  regular  price. 

International  Laboratories,  Ltd, 
Lincoln  Way,  Sunbury-on-Thames 
Middlesex.  5  Mu-Cron,  Do-Do.  Den 
clen.  Aero  dry  shampoo.  Linc-o-Lii 
beer  shampoo.  12y  per  cent,  on  an 
order,  mixed,  or  otherwise,  amountin 
to  £6  in  value. 

ToNi  Co.,  Ltd.,  IOI  Syon  Lane,  Isle 
worth,  Middlesex.  Colourants  and  Foe 
hairspray.  Additional  10  per  cent,  o 
order  for  4  doz.  or  more  units  assortec 

Premium  Offers 

Bristol-Myers  Co.,  Ltd.,  14  Stratford  Plac 
London,  W.l.  A  tie  with  a  pestle  and  mort: 
motif  introduced  t 
them  recently  -h; 
proved  so  popul, 
that  they  have  inclu 
ed  one  in  their  cu 
rent  Vitalis  deal  fi 
orders  upwards  of  £ 
^M^^ft  Extra  discounts 

^^ESf^k  ^'^o  offered  on  ord- 

^^^B^^L  exceeding  £8. 

^HHj^^B  Monogram  Electr 

^H^^P^ft  Housewares,  Lti 

■WB^PHH|  Gatwick    Road.  Cra 

^H^HHHB|  ley.    Sussex,  offer 

stainless  steel  carvi 
^H^^^H^^B  dish.  normal  pr' 
HHHHB  at 

stainless     steel  che' 
dish.      normal  pri 
69s.    lid.    for  40s. 
customers  buying 
Monogram  prodii 
Until  January  31,  19 
Lj  NHROOK  Laboratories,  Ltd.,  Thane  Ro 
We^t.    Nottingham.    Top    Score  tenpence 
5s.  4d.  size,  and  sixpence  off  3s.  3d.  size. 

SouTHAi  rs  (Sai  Es).  Ltd.,  Bessemer  Roa 
Welwyn  Garden  City,  Herts.  Celtex  one  ex 
towel   in   each   packet  of  twelve. 

Competitions 

BiOMETiCA,  Ltd.,  Boreham  Wood,  Her 
Six  free  fiolidays  in  Sweden  to  successful  c" 
testants  (retail  chemists  or  employees)  w 
place  in  order  six  selling  points  of  Thera 
and  add  a  reason  for  wanting  to  visit  Swed 
Closing  date  December  31. 

Discontinued 

Cox-Continental,  Ltd.,  85  Church  Roi 
Hove,  Sussex.  Contax  suppositories,  120's. 

E.  R.  Squibb  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Regal  Hou 
Twickenham,  Middlesex.  —  Mysteclin  syrup 
mils  (all  future  orders  met  with  Mystec 
syrup  100  mils). 
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PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES 

Now  in  Non-breakable  Containers. — 

Pharmaceutical  Specialities  (May  & 
Baker),  Ltd.,  Dagenham,  Essex, 
announce  that  the  glass  bottle  packs  of 
Embazin  solution  (2,  10  and  20  fl.  oz.) 
are  being  replaced  by  safer  plastic  packs 
in  8  and  40-oz.  packs.  Embazin  solu- 
tion is  available  in  1-gal.  plastic  J-Paks. 

Decongeslanl  Cough  Sedative.  — 
Sandoz  Products,  Ltd.,  Sandoz  House, 
23  Great  Castle  Street,  London,  W.l, 
have  launched  a  new  decongestant  and 
cough  sedative  linctus,  Sancos  Co. 
(Sancos  compound  linctus).  Each  5-mil 
spoonful  dose  of  syrup  contains  5  mgm. 
of  pholcodine,  20  mgm.  of  pseudocphe- 
drine  hydrochloride,  2  mgm.  of  chlor- 
pheniramine maleate,  0-75  gm.  of 
glycerin,  5  25  gm.  of  syrup  and  I  I 
mgm.  of  menthol  in  a  flavoured  syriip. 
Packs  are  bottles  of  100  mils  and  2 
litres. 

Antacid  Tablets.  —  Rorer  Labora- 
tories, Ltd.,  33  Clarendon  Road.  Wat- 
ford, Herts,  launch  on  October  21  a 
new  speciality,  Maalox,  in  two  varieties. 
Maalox  No.  1  tablets  contain,  in  each, 
200  mgm.  of  dried  aluminium 
hydroxide  gel  and  200  mgm.  of  mag- 
nesium hydroxide,  with  base  and 
flavour,  each  tablet  being  approxi- 
mately equivalent  to  one  teaspoon  of 
Maalox  suspension.  Maalox  2  tablets 
are  double  that  strength.  Indications 
are  antacid  therapy  in  gastric  and  duo- 
denal ulcer,  gastritis,  heartburn  and 
gastric  hyperacidity.  Packs  are  a  bottle 
of  thirty  tablets  and  a  carton  of  strip- 
wrapped  tablets,  the  latter  free  of  tax 
as  a  "dispensing  only"  pack.  Distri- 
butors are  Crookes  Laboratories.  Ltd.. 
Houndmills  Estate,  Basingstoke.  Hants. 

VETERINARY  SPECIALITIES 

A  Range  for  Veterinary  Surgeons. — 

Carlo  Erba  (U.K.),  Ltd..  28  Great 
Peter  Street,  London,  S.W.I,  have  in- 
troduced a  range  of  "'ethical""  veterinary 
preparations  to  veterinary  surgeons. 
The  products  are  the  result,  the  manu- 
facturers state,  of  considerable  research 
and  development  in  the  parent  com- 
pany's veterinary  division,  which  has 
operated  since  1886.  and  been  active  in 
the  field  of  animal  health  products  and 
specialities  for  the  prophylaxis  and 
treatment  of  many  animal  conditions 
and  diseases.  Full  details  of  the  range 
are  being  announced  in  the  veterinary 
Press,  while  price-list  and  product  in- 
formation is  available  (plus  a  mono- 
graph on  the  company's  international 
organisation)  on  request. 

FOODS 

Lime-flavoured  Slimming  Biscuits. — 

Jnicliffe.  Ltd..  Unimart  House.  Stonar, 
||nr.  Sandwich.  Kent,  have  launched 
hat  they  claim  to  be  their  most 
ppetising  product  to  date:  Trimetts 
reak  lime-flavoured  (2s.  lOd.).  The 
roduct  is  a  chocolate-covered  wafer 
iscuit  that  is  "a  complete,  delicious 
nd  filling  meal  for  slimmers."  It  is 
vailable   in  display  outer  of  2  doz. 

lABY  PRODUCTS 

A  Teaching  Aid. — The  Tommee  Tip- 
pee  baby  drinking  cup,  9s.  6d..  just  in- 
troduced by  Jackel  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Kitty 


Brewster  Estate,  Blyth,  Northumber- 
land, is  cleverly  designed  so  that  the 
handles  are  at  an  angle  of  140°.  Thus, 
when  the  child  lifts  the  cup  with  both 
hands  his  elbows  remain  naturally  at 
his  sides,  instead  of  sticking  out  awk- 
wardly as  they  do  when  drinking  from 
a  conventional  two-handled  baby  cup. 
Made  from  high  impact  polystyrene, 
the  cup  will  withstand  any  normal 
rough  treatment  and  its  base  is  speci- 
ally balanced  so  that  it  will  return  to 
an  upright  position  when  knocked 
over.  There  are  also  two  specially 
shaped  training  lids  v\hich  help  baby  in 
change-over  from  bottle-feeding  to  cup. 

COSMETICS  AND  TOILETRIES 

New  French  Range. — French  Per- 
fumery Co..  Ltd..  35a  Bessborough 
Place,  London,  S.W.I,  are  marketing 
products    made    by     Parfums  Louis 


Feraud,  Paris,  The  range  includes  an 
"enchantingly  feminine"  perfume 
Justine  described  as  a  subtle  blend  of 
fruit  and  flowers  includint!  Biilaanan 


rose,  gardenia  and  wild  aromatic 
plants.  It  is  presented  in  a  chunky 
crystal  bottle  with  a  cleverly  matching 
screw  top.  There  is  also  a  matching 
eau  de  toilette.  To  complement  Justine, 


there  is  Corrida  eau  de  toilette  for 
men.  In  the  same  chunky  bottle  it  has 
the  aroma  of  lime  and  verbena  cleverly 
blended. 

A  New  Mini-pack. — Woltz  Italiana 
nail  enamels  (distributed  in  Britain  by 
Biomelica,  Ltd.,  Barnet  By-pass,  Bore- 
ham  Wood,  Herts),  are  available  in  a 
mini-pack  size  in  selected  popular 
shades.  Purpose  is  to  help  users  who 
like  the  enamels  but  feel  they  must 
cut  personal  expenditure.  The  enamels 
(regular  3s.  lid.,  pearly  4s.  lid.)  are 
in  regular  and  pearly,  nine  shades  in 
each,  plus  two  from  the  Venetian 
Carnival  range. 

Grooming  Products  for  IVlen. — The 
grooming  products  for  men  marketed 
by  Alfred  Dunhill,  Ltd.,  are  available 
throughout  Britain  for  the  first  time. 
Distribution  was  previously  restricted 
to  London.  Distribution  throughout  the 


Common  Market  countries  is  under- 
taken by  Molyneux  et  Cie  (Designs  and 
Perfumes),  Ltd.,  63  Grosvenor  Street, 
London,  W.l.  The  range  comprises 
after-shave  lotion  in  bottles  of  2  oz, 
(14s.  6d.);  4  oz.  (27s.  6d.)  and  8  oz. 
(50s.);  electric  pre-shave  in  bottles  of 
2  oz.  (14s.  6d.)  and  4  oz.  (27s.  6d.); 
Cologne  for  men  in  bottles  of  2  oz. 
(20s.  6d.),  4  oz.  (38s.)  and  8  oz.  (68s.); 
after-sport   for   men,   in    8-oz.  bottle 


(60s.);  deodorant  spray  in  aerosol  can 
(14s.  6d.);  hair  cream  in  jar  (lis.); 
talcum  for  men  in  tin  (lis.):  lather- 
shave  (cream)  in  tubes  (10s.  9d.):  shav- 
ing foam  brushless  in  aerosol  can  (I6s.); 
and  soap  in  single  tablet  carton 
(7s.  6d.).  A  newcomer  to  the  Dunhill 
range  is  a  precision  shaver  (£15  15s.) 
with  curved  head  for  close-cutting  and 
adjustable  speed  control. 
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Health  Services  Green  Paper 

CAUTIOUS  RECEPTION  BY  EXECUTIVE  COUNCILS 


TWENTY-ONE  speakers  definitely 
against,  two  in  favour  and  two  "don't 
knows"  had  been  revealed  in  a  debate 
on  the  Green  Paper  "The  Administra- 
tive Structure  of  the  Medical  and  Re- 
lated Services  in  England  and  Wales" 
(see  C.  &  D..  July  27,  p.  72).  said  the 
president  (Dr.  H.  F.  Hiscocks)  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cils' Association  at  Southport,  Lanes, 
recently.  That,  at  any  rate,  was  the 
computation  of  the  secretary  (Mr.  K. 
F.  G.  Day).  By  his  own  reckoning,  said 
Dr.  Hiscocks,  six  had  been  steering  a 
middle  course,  and  "That,  I  feel,  re- 
flects the  tenor  of  the  debate."  Whe- 
ther anyone  was  wholly  satisfied  with 
the  present  structure  of  N.H.S.  was 
doubtful,  but  the  majority  wanted  less 
radical  changes  than  were  envisaged 
in  the  Green  Paper.  The  needs  were 
more  finance,  manpower  and  other  re- 
sources and  better  use  of  them. 

Many  speakers  expressed  doubts 
about  the  proposed  area  health  boards. 
Each,  said  Dr.  W.  Marshall,  Hunting- 
don and  Peterborough,  would  cater  for 
one  and  a  half  million  people  —  the 
population  of  East  Anglia.  With  fifteen 
members  on  a  board  supported  by 
executive  oflicers  it  was  not  difficult  to 
see  where  the  balance  of  power  would 
be,  and  those  who  wanted  change 
should  show  why  it  was  necessary, 
which  the  Green  Paper  failed  to  do. 

Mr.  L.  J.  J.  Morgan,  Bournemouth, 
said  that  only  a  few  weeks  previously 
the  Minister  had  been  given  power  to 
increase  the  size  of  Executive  Councils. 
Today  they  faced  the  prospect  of  being 
swept  away.  When  that  had  been  done 
it  would  be  necessary  to  recreate  them. 

As  a  layman  Mr.  J.  Hardy,  Leices- 
ter, was  surprised  that  hostility  should 
be  shown  to  a  set  of  proposals  pro- 
duced only  for  comments.  If  they  meant 
a  better  service  he  was  in  favour. 

Mr.  W.  Hunnam,  Rotherham  (vice- 
president  of  the  Society  of  Clerks  of 
Executive  Councils)  thought  the  pro- 
posal for  a  district  officer  to  keep  the 
area  health  boards  informed  of  local 
conditions  an  indication  of  those  boards" 
remoteness. 

Mr.  S.  M.  Edwardson,  Exeter,  wan- 
ted to  know  at  what  level,  and  by 
whom,  the  interests  of  the  various  parts 
of  the  service  would  be  dealt  with.  He 
felt  the  Green  Paper  proposals  would 
result  in  two  levels  of  administration. 
Another  speaker  thought  that  all  parts 
of  the  health  service  should  have  re- 
presentative bodies  comprising  elected 
members,   both  professional   and  lay. 

"White  Paper''''  Rumour  Denied 

The  conference  was  addressed  at  its 
closing  session  by  the  Minister  of 
Health,  who  congratulated  the  Asso- 
ciation on  reaching  its  twenty-first 
annual  meeting  and  Executive  Councils 
generally  on  their  work  during  the 
first  twenty  years  of  the  N.H.S.  He  said 
it  was  doubtful  whether  anyone  not- 
ing the  steady  stream  of  reports  critical 
of  the  N.H.S.  would  be  satisfied  with  its 
present  structure.  At  the  least  there 
was  a  case  to  be  looked  at.  The  Green 


Paper  was  for  discussion.  He  denied  any 
rumour  that  a  White  Paper  was  already 
printed  for  publication  when  the  pre- 
sent discussions  were  over.  Area  health 
boards  need  not  be  remote.  Some  Exe- 
cutive Councils  covered  areas  as  large 
as  those  of  the  proposed  boards.  There 
was  no  intention  of  interfering  with 
professional  contractors. 

Planned  Pharmaceutical  Service 

On  the  previous  day  the  meeting 
approved  a  motion  from  North-east 
London  Executive  Council  calling  on 
the  Minister,  because  of  the  increasing 
need  for  planning  pharmaceutical  ser- 
vices, to  introduce  legislation  under 
which  future  contracts  for  pharmaceuti- 
cal services  would  be  considered  by 
Executive  Councils  in  consultation  with 
Local  Pharmaceutical  Committees. 

At  a  luncheon  on  the  previous  day, 
Mr.  H.  Steinman  (treasurer  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society)  gave  his  per- 
sonal views  on  the  case  for  a  planned 
pharmaceutical  service. 

He  said  that  the  number  of  pharma- 
cies in  Great   Britain  at  the  end  of 

1967  was  13,618,  the  lowest  for  at  least 
thirty  years.  Since  1954  the  country  had 
suffered  a  net  loss  of  1,695  and  in  the 
three  years  1965-67  the  net  loss  had 
been  736.  In  the  first  eight  months  of 

1968  there  had  been  271  more  closings 
than  openings.  The  figures  did  not  prove 
the  case  for  a  planned  pharmaceutical 
service  but  had  been  the  main  factor 
in  focusing  attention  on  the  possibility 
of  planning. 

Among  the  reasons  for  the  rate  of 
closures,  now  faster  than  ever,  was 
competition  on  many  of  the  products 
the  pharmacist  sold  —  more  marked 
than  ever  now  that  supermarkets  and 
self-service  stores  were  taking  an  inter- 
est in  many  of  the  products  traditionally 
sold  in  pharmacies,  and  particularly 
since  the  abolition  of  resale  price  main- 
tenance on  those  goods. 

Two  special  factors  were  that,  in  the 
early  1930s,  unemployment  in  every 
field  was  running  at  a  high  level,  and 
many  pharmacists  decided  to  have  phar- 
macies of  their  own  instead  of  accept- 
ing posts  as  dispenser  at  the  then  low 
pay  of  an  unqualified  man.  Many  such 
pharmacies  had  never  been  economi- 
cally viable  in  the  accepted  sense.  They 
had  provided  their  owners  with  a  liveli- 
hood and  the  satisfaction  of  being  in- 
dependent, but  their  proprietors  were 
now  reaching  retirement  age  and  were 
finding  that  their  businesses  were 
unsaleable. 

Main  reason  was  that  young  pharma- 
cists, without  investing  any  capital  at 
all,  could  earn  more  as  managers  of 
medium-sized  or  large  pharmacies 
than  as  proprietors  of  small.  The  1961 
Census  of  Distribution  showed  that 
23  per  cent,  of  all  pharmacies  had,  at 
that  time,  a  turnover  of  £10,000  per 
annum  or  less,  including  income  from 
dispensing,  sale  of  medicines,  medical 
and  surgical  appliances,  and  "tradi- 
tional" chemists"  goods.  Turnovers  had 
since  risen  with  prices,  but  the  over- 
heads had  also  risen  alarmingly.  Second 


point  was  that,  after  the  1939-45  war, 
the  trend  in  property  values,  and  there- 
fore rental  values,  had  been  uncertain. 
Proprietors  of  many  small  businesses 
had  been  able  to  negotiate  leases  thai 
provided  for  a  rent  considered  rea,son- 
able  at  the  time  and  chargeable  eithei 
for  the  whole  term  of  the  lease  (some- 
times as  much  as  twenty-one  years; 
or  with  nominal  increases  at  seven 
year  intervals.  Those  leases  were  now 
falling  due  for  renegotiation.  "I  do  noi 
need  to  tell  you  what  has  happenec 
to  property  and  rental  values  in  th 
past  twenty  years."  The  present-daj 
rental  value  often  constituted  an  over 
head  that  the  business  could  not  bear 

One  could  argue  that  the  mere  fac 
that  pharmacies  were  closing  proved  ; 
case  for  subsidising  them,  restricting 
competition  or  implementing  som< 
other  controls.  First,  the  part  that  th< 
pharmacist  in  general  practice  playec 
in  the  community  must  be  considerec 
and  a  decision  made  whether  his  func 
tion  justified  action  to  preserve  th 
service  he  provided. 

Mr.  Steinman  said  he  did  not  sugges 
that  around  13,000  pharmacies  wer 
necessary  in  order  to  provide  an  effi 
cient  pharmaceutical  service  —  No  on 
at  present  knew  what  the  right  num 
ber  was,  but  it  was  certainly  less  tha' 
that  figure.  If  present  trends  wer 
allowed  to  continue  uncorrected,  a  situ 
ation  would  be  reached  at  which  th' 
distribution  of  pharmacies  would  b 
wrong  and  at  which  the  public  woul 
not  derive  the  full  benefit  from  the  pro 
fessional  training  of  the  pharmacist. 

The  pharmacist  was  recognised  b 
law  as  being  qualified  to  deal  in  medi 
cines,  but  the  pharmacist  was  not,  per 
haps,  in  spite  of  his  academic  quali" 
cations,  sufficiently  recognised  by  th 
public  as  a  professional  man. 

"Local  Chemists'  Reliability'''' 

During  a  market  research  exercis 
carried  out  by  an  organisation  wit 
which  he  was  connected,  the  wor 
"reliability""  and  "dependability""  ha 
been  used  by  the  women  from  man 
different  walks  of  life  in  talking  aboi 
their  local  chemist,  [t  was  clear  fror 
the  report  of  that  exercise  that  the  phai 
macist  was  held  in  high  esteem  b 
members  of  the  public.  But  it  was  pej 
haps  his  role  as  a  shopkeeper  that  ha 
so  far  given  the  pharmacist  the  oppo 
tunity  to  gain  that  respect.  The  publ 
had  less  ready  access  to  any  other  pr 
fessional  man,  and  no  other  profe: 
sional  views  could  be  obtained  so  easil 
and  at  so  little  expense  as  those  of  th 
pharmacist. 

Current  developments  in  medic; 
practice  —  the  concentration  of  do( 
tors  into  health  centres  or  group  pra( 
tices  would  cause  the  public  to  lea 
more  and  more  on  the  local  pharmac 
as  first  port  of  call  for  advice  on  healt 
matters.  That  was  one  reason  why  pha 
macies  should  be  distributed  so  th; 
members  of  the  public  would  ha\ 
reasonably  convenient  access  to  a  pha 
macy  near  their  homes. 

(To  be  concluded) 
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Whose  Responsibility  to  Evaluate  Drugs? 

'Products  do  not  sell  themselves."  "The  pharmaceu- 
tical industry  is  not  primarily  a  teaching  organisation." 
Those  statements  were  made  by  speakers  at  a  conference 
in  Geneva  (see  p.  376)  on  where  the  responsibility  lies 
for  evaluating  drugs  and  disseminating  information 
bout  them.  Those  questions  are  at  the  very  heart  of 
the  dilemma  in  which  the  pharmaceutical  industry  today 
finds  itself.  That  it  is  conscious  of  its  heavy  responsi- 
bility for  ensuring  drug  safety,  efficacy  and  proper 
diffusion  of  information  was  fully  recognised  by  the 
Conference.  There  was  perhaps,  however,  a  certain  lack 
of  understanding  by  both  academicians  and  Govern- 
mental authorities  of  the  fact  that  the  industry  must 
also  be  economically  viable  if  it  is  to  play  its  proper 
part  in  the  advancement  of  therapeutics.  A  balance 
must  therefore  be  struck  between  obtaining  a  proper 
return  for  the  research  efforts  of  industry  and  the 
demand  arising  from  public  pressure  (albeit  frequently 
emotional)   for  some  governmental  control. 

Key  to  the  problem  is  the  physician,  the  man  who 
will  eventually  prescribe  the  drug.  In  the  minds  of  many 
speakers  at  the  Conference  there  was  little  doubt  that 
not  only  is  the  doctor  not  being  adequately  provided 
with  the  information  he  requires  (in  quality,  not  quan- 
tity, be  it  said)  but  that  what  he  is  being  supplied  with 
is  either  too  voluminous,  so  that  it  became  indigestible, 
or  too  simplified,  so  that  it  becomes  biased  and  promo- 
tional (one  speaker  provocatively  stigmatised  it  as  "in- 
fantile"). 

There  are  real  dangers  that  greater  governmental  con- 
trol may  tend  to  stifle  both  the  economic  viability  and 
the  research  endeavours  of  the  pharmaceutical  industry; 
that  the  teaching  schools  will  fail  to  provide  adequate 
training  for  students,  especially  in  clinical  pharmacology; 
and  that  the  pharmaceutical  industry  may  become  too 
obsessed  by  the  demands  for  eventual  profits. 

Somehow  those  three  major  influences  upon  the 
treatment  of  the  end-consumer  of  the  new  drug  —  the 
patient  —  must  be  reconciled.  That  all  concerned  must 
work  together  in  a  co-operative  spirit  was  the  major 
lesson  learned  from  what  has  proved  an  important  con- 
ference. The  goodwill  is  there,  and  the  conference  was 
a  major  contribution  towards  solving  the  problem.  The 
Council  is  to  be  congratulated  on  its  foresight  in  bring- 
ing together  for  discussion  —  under  the  auspices  of  the 
World  Health  Organisation  —  the  major  protagonists  in 
this  field,  namely  Governments,  universities  and  indus- 
try. We  now  await  the  practical  results  but  fear  they 
may  be  somewhat  delayed. 


Failte  Go  Gaillimh 


The  1968  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Congress  (see  C.  &  D., 
October  12,  p.  344  and  this  issue,  p.  377)  will  be  long 
remembered  for  the  impact  it  made  at  both  academic 
and  social  levels.  The  organising  committee,  headed  by 
Galway's  "first  lady"  of  pharmacy.  Miss  Laura  Cunniffe, 
have  placed  all  pharmacists  who  had  the  good  fortune 
to  be  in  the  City  of  the  Tribes,  October  6-9,  under  a 
heavy  debt  of  gratitude.  For.  in  looking  after  the  needs 
of  the  visitors,  organisers  put  up  a  show  that  was  far 
and  away  in  excess  of  the  cause  of  duty. 

From  the  moment  of  arrival  the  guests  were  con- 
fronted at  every  turn  with  unexpected  personal  touches 
that  increased  the  pleasure  and  contributed  to  make  the 
occasion  memorable.  In  a  programme  less  crowded 
than  in  previous  years  the  academic  side  fulfilled  all 
that  was  required  of  it.  and  there  was  throughout  an 
atmosphere  of  relaxation  that  enabled  pharmacists  to 
get  to  know  each  other  and  to  discuss  common  prob- 
lems in  pleasant  surroundings.  Hospitality  was  on  a 
generous  scale,  and  the  wonder  was  almost  how  the 
business  end  came  to  be  conducted  so  thoroughly  and 
effectively.  The  slightest  wishes  of  the  visitors  seemed 
to  have  been  anticipated  by  the  generous  hosts,  and 
the  "human  touch"  which  means  so  much  to  the  visitor, 
was  in  evidence  from  the  moment  the  guests,  on  sign- 
ing on,  were  presented  with  gifts — cosmetics  for  the 
ladies  and  Connemara-stoned  key  rings  for  the  men. 

At  the  banquet  a  seven-strong  group  supplied  a  non- 
stop selection  of  songs  and  airs,  with  exhibitions  of 
Irish  step-dancing  thrown  in  for  good  measure.  Not 
content  with  arranging  a  coach  tour  of  Connemara — 
dream  of  every  visitor  to  Galway — the  "pace-setting" 
committee  threw  in  for  good  measure  a  boat  trip  on 
beautiful  Lough  Corrib.  Truly  the  Congress  was  one 
which  will  be  spoken  of  with  pride  for  years  to  come. 

Return  to  Rostrevor 

Of  the  Northern  Ireland  pharmacists  who  attended 
last  year's  week-end  conference  of  the  Ulster  Chemists' 
Association  at  Rostrevor,  co.  Down,  there  were  few 
who  did  not  return  for  the  repeat  visit  this  year.  As 
they  were  augmented  by  newcomers  who  had  been 
told  something  of  the  benefits  and  delights  of  these 
occasions,  capacity  was  taxed  and  some  members  had 
to  be  boarded  out  from  the  headquarters  to  other  hotels. 
Ulster  has  its  own  attractive  formula  for  such  confer- 
ences and  the  resulting  compressed  product  is  as  ele- 
gant and  palatable  as  it  is  efficacious.  This  year  in  par- 
ticular the  subject  of  health  centres,  which  has  recently 
been  brought  uncomfortably  to  the  notice  of  chemists 
in  such  places  as  Ballymena.  Bangor  and  Portadown, 
produced  lively  and  controversial  discussion,  and  the 
contingent  from  the  National  Pharmaceutical  Union — 
three  of  the  principal  conference  speakers  amongst  them 
—  went  back  stimulated  and  rewarded  as  well  as 
relaxed. 


NEW  FILMS 


Speaking  of  Britain 

J.  ARCHIBALD  AND  ASSOCIATES.  Central  Office  of  Informa- 
tion. Colour.  Sound.  Running  time  26  min. 
Described  as  a  personalised  view  of  Britain  during  a  time 
of  rapid  change,  the  film  shows  young  technologists, 
scientists,  educationalists  and  others  speaking  of  their  work 
and  background  objectives  and  ideals. 
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Evaluating  and  making  known  new  drugs 

RESPONSIBILITY  DISCUSSED  AT  A  GENEVA  CONFERENCE 


THE  pharmaceutical  industry  had  both 
moral  and  legal  responsibilities  to 
examine  all  aspects  of  a  new  drug  be- 
fore it  was  given  to  man,  said  Dr. 
G.  E.  Paget  (Smith.  Kline  &  French 
Laboratories.  Ltd.),  in  presenting  a  joint 
paper  with  Proffssor  H.  Bfoch  (direc- 
tor of  research,  CIBA,  S.A.,  Switzerland) 
at  a  conference  held  at  the  World 
Health  Orf?anisation  headquarters, 
Geneva,  on  Ociobcr  10,  to  consider  the 
areas  of  responsibility  for  adequate  drug 
evaluation  among  the  various  bodies 
concerned  with  the  control  of  drugs. 
The  clinician  was  responsible,  he  con- 
tinued, for  the  evaluation-in-use  of  new 
drugs,  and  to  that  end  must  co-operate 
closely  with  the  manufacturer.  No  law, 
however  stringent,  could  eliminate  risks 
but  it  could,  if  not  applied  intelligently, 
stifle  research  and  therapeutic  advance- 
ment. At  present  it  was  often  quicker 
and  cheaper  to  keep  to  methods  already 
accepted,  even  if  they  were  not  always 
the  best,  in  order  to  avoid  delay  in 
obtaining  acceptance  of  a  new  drug 
by  the  regulatory  authorities.  Such 
bodies  should  help  the  manufacturer 
by  continually  re-examining  their  re- 
quirements so  as  to  allow  for  the  chan- 
ges and  improvements  in  evaluation 
techniques. 

Need  to  Iiifomi  Manufacturers 

Examining  the  incidence  of  side 
effects,  Dr.  Paget  said  that  manufac- 
turers as  well  as  the  regulatory  authori- 
ties should  be  kept  informed,  and  to 
that  end  such  authorities  should  be  an 
equal  partner  with  the  manufacturer 
and  clinician. 

The  conference  had  been  opened  by 
Professor  M.  Florkin  (president.  Coun- 
cil for  International  Organisations  of 
Medical  Sciences)  who.  on  welcoming 
the  delegates,  explained  that  the  two 
aspects  of  the  problem  to  be  examined 
were  responsibility  for  evaluating  drugs 
and  responsibility  for  disseminali'^r;  in- 
formation on  new  drugs.  Representa- 
tives from  medical  schools,  government 
authorities  and  the  pharmaceutical 
industry  were  present. 

The  responsibilities  of  the  universities 
and  of  the  medical  profession  were 
examined  by  Professor  A.  Gilman 
(Albert  Einstein  College  of  Medicine, 
Bronx,  N.Y.,  U.S.A.),  who  told  how 
the  American  Academy  of  Sciences  had 
co-operated  with  the  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  authorities  in  examining 
drugs  following  the  Kefauver-Harrison 
amendment,  which  required  the  efficacy 
of  a  drug  as  well  as  its  safety  to  be 
evaluated.  That  had  been  a  major 
operation  necessitating  the  retroactive 
examination  of  about  4,000  drugs  and 
involving  10,000  decisions  on  efficiency. 
The  only  group  of  drugs  for  which  the 
claims  had  not  been  accepted  was  the 
bioflavinoids.  The  conclusions  reached 
on  other  drugs  were  in  the  hands  of  the 
F.D.A.  authorities,  and  their  decisions 
no  doubt  would  provide  an  outcry 
from  the  pharmaceutical  industry,  as 
had  been  experienced  from  the  deci- 
sion on  the  bioflavinoids. 

Delegates  discussed  at  length  the  rela- 


tive importance  of  safety  and  efficacy. 
One  speaker  considered  safety  to  be 
the  first  criterion  and  efficacy  second, 
and  that  both  should  be  related  lo  the 
condition  the  drug  was  to  treat.  Dr. 
Gilman  replied  thai,  if  a  drug  was  in- 
efi'ective.  safety  was  of  little  account; 
Ihe  bioflavinoids.  for  example,  were 
perfectly  safe  but  quite  ineffective  in 
relation  to  the  claims  made  for  them. 

The  work  of  the  F.D.A.  was  outlined 
in  some  detail  by  Dr.  B.  H.  Minchen, 
United  Slates,  v/ho  said  that  it  was  his 
endeavour  to  strike  a  balance  between 
the  evaluation  of  a  drug,  its  official 
acceptance  by  the  authority,  and  the 
needs  of  the  pharmaceutical  industry  for 
speedy  marketing.  It  was  important  also 
that  labelling,  promotional  information 
and  advertising  should  be  acceptable. 

Plea  for  International  Re(|U!rcntents 

Professor  A.  Liljestrand  (Swedish 
State  Pharmaceutical  Laboratory)  said 
that  the  Swedish  principle  was  to  recog- 
nise that  no  drug  was  without  some 
adverse  effect,  but  that  the  effect  should 
not  be  disproportionate  to  the  medical 
value  of  the  drug.  Sweden,  he  claimed, 
had  been  the  leader  in  drug  control, 
having  issued  its  first  decree  on  the 
subject  about  thirty  years  ago.  He  made 
a  plea  for  international  unification  of 
Governmental  requirements  for  drug 
evaluation  so  as  to  make  registration  by 
the  manufacturers  easier  in  all  coun- 
tries and  thus  help  the  speedy  inter- 
change of  new  and  important  drugs,  a 
view  that  was  supported  by  Dr.  A. 
Cerletti  (Sandoz,  Switzerland)  who 
said  the  fact  that  some  authorities 
would  only  accept  evaluations  carried 
out  in  their  own  country  necessitated 
duplication  of  work. 

The  fact  that  reputable  pharmaceu- 
tical companies  were  jealous  of  their 
reputation  was  claimed  by  another  dele- 
gate to  be  the  basic  safeguard  in  con- 
trol of  new  drugs.  That  theme  domina- 
ted pharmaceutical  contributions  to  the 
discussion. 

The  afternoon  session  was  given  over 
to  discussion  of  the  ways  by  which 
drug  information  could  reach  the  phy- 
sician. Professor  B.  Uvnas  (Karolin- 
ska  Institute.  Stockholm),  asked  for 
increased  teaching  of  clinical  pharmaco- 
logy and  outlined  how  the  problem 
had  been  approached  in  Sweden. 
Doctors"  prescribing  tended  to  become 
increasingly  irrational,  alleged  Profes- 
sor A.  G.  MacGregor  (University  of 


Aberdeen).  Drugs  were  becoming  ii 
creasingly  complex,  and  many  pract 
tioners  had  never  received  basic  trainir( 
in  them  at  medical  school.  To  fin 
practical  means  of  providing  refreshc 
courses  for  doctors  was  indispensable. 

Professor  K.  Steiger  (Internation; 
Pharmaceutical  Federation)  asked  tfi 
assembly  not  to  overlook  the  value 
the  pharmacist  (retail  as  well  as  ho 
pital)  in  disseminating  information.  Tf 
industry  should  supply  full  informatic 
to  the  pharmacist. 

The  role  of  the  medical  represent; 
five  came  in  for  criticism  from  D 
K.  EVANG  (Director  General,  Norwi 
gian  Health  Services).  It  could  be  goo 
work,  but  it  was  biased  in  favour 
his  company's  products.  That  was  coi 
fusing  to  the  doctor  and  in  his  counti 
a  ban  on  the  use  of  medical  represent; 
fives  was  being  considered. 

Professor  S.  V.  Anichkov  (Sovi 
Russia),  when  asked  how  the  problei 
of  disseminating  information  vv 
tackled  in  his  country,  admitted  that 
was  a  weak  part  of  their  activities,  bi 
that  a  special  department  was  studyir 
how  it  could  best  be  done:  one  wa 
he  said,  was  through  the  pharmacy. 

EXPANSION  PROJECTJ 

PHARMACIA.  Upsala,  Sweden.  ha\ 
embarked  on  an  expansion  programs 
aimed  at  increasing  by  over  50  pi 
cent,  the  research  and  manufacturin 
facilities  at  the  companys  heac 
quarters.  Stage  1.  costing  £2y  millioi 
will  be  completed  in  1971  on  a  ne 
220-acre  site  where  nearly  7()0,0C 
sq.  ft.  of  floor  space  will  be  devote 
to  five  floors  of  administrative  office 
research  laboratories  involving  bic 
chemistry,  pharmacology,  toxicolog 
and  experimental  medicine;  productio 
plant;  staff  rooms;  and  a  nearby  an 
mal  house.  Stage  2.  for  which  plai 
are  now  being  drawn  up,  will  see  tf 
construction  of  well  over  5  millio 
sq.  ft.  of  floor  space.  The  company  r( 
cently  built  at  Umea,  not  far  from  tf 
Arctic  Circle,  a  chemical  productio 
and  laboratory  plant  that  is  already 
action;  manufacturing  gel  filtratio 
materials  and  equipment.  Work  hi 
started  on  a  new  biochemical  labor; 
tory.  In  the  United  States  new  oifict 
and  plant  have  recently  been  con 
pleted  on  a  20-acre  site  and  a  f5t)0,00 
building  project  is  shortly  being  f^n 
lised  in  Denmark.  Similar  expansion 
taking  place  in  sul 
sidiaries  in  Gret 
Britain,  West  Gei 
many.  Canad; 
Norway  and  Fir 
land.  The  compan 
say  they  allocat 
15  per  cent,  q 
sales  to  research. 


PHARMACIA  UI 
PSALA:  An  artist 
impression  of  th 
planned  adniinistrativ 
office  biiildine  due  t 
be  completed  in  197! 
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Irish  Pharmaceutical  Congress 

DISCUSSIONS  ON  DOCTOR/PHARMACIST  RELATIONSHIP 


FFICIALLY  declaring  open  the  Irish 
larmaceutical  Congress  1968  at  a 
ception  on  October  6,  the  Mayor  of 
alway  (Alderman  Robert  Molloy, 
D.),  said  that,  as  chairman  of  a  local 
thority,  he  had  a  special  interest  in 
e  question  of  drugs,  as  they  con- 
tuted  one  of  the  biggest  items  in  the 
timates.  All  were  concerned  at  the 
ntinuous  increase  in  cost  of  drugs, 
vera!  explanations  had  been  put  for- 
ird  for  it  but  they  were  not  really 
tisfactory  to  the  layman.  "You  play 
very  important  role  in  the  life  of  the 
mmunity  and  no  profession  demands 
much  skill,  integrity,  tact  and 
tience  as  the  pharmacists  in  dealing 
th  society."  Referring  to  what  he 
iscribed  as  "a  bit  of  a  difference" 
[lich  had  arisen  with  the  Galway  co. 
auncil  over  the  distribution  of  drugs, 
said  that  he  personally  supported 
e  stand  taken  by  local  pharmacists 
d  would  like  to  see  the  scheme  now 
)erating  in  co.  Donegal  (under  which 
immunity  pharmacists  supply  all 
lardship""  cases  and  some  lower  in- 
3  m  e  group  classes)  introduced 
roughout  the  entire  country.  "Even 
ough  it  would  greatly  increase  the 
xpayers"  burden,  I  think  it  would  be 
oney  well  spent."  He  supported  the 
stem  under  which  patients  had  a 
loice  of  local  pharmacist  rather  than 
iving  to  procure  their  medicines 
om  dispensaries. 

Welcoming  the  visitors,  the  presi- 
;nt  of  the  Irish  Pharmaceutical 
ssociation  (Mr.  Eric  Burrell)  said 
at  the  annual  gathering  of  "the 
lamaceutical  clan"  had  become  an 
iportant  feature  of  the  pharmaceuti- 
1  calendar.  "We  are  indeed  happy 
lat  Galway  is  the  host  city  this  year." 
hey  were  having  real  proof  of  the 
armth  of  the  West,  People  were  at 
st  beginning  to  realise  the  important 
irt  the  pharmacist  was  playing  in 
£  health  of  the  community.  As  the 
nk  between  doctor  and  patient,  there 
5volved  on  him  the  work  of  dispens- 
ig  medicines  and  of  maintaining  the 
tion's  health.  That  it  should  con- 
nue  and  improve  could  only  be 
hieved  by  ensuring  that  the  drugs 
ed  were  of  the  highest  quality  and 
andard. 

.  Frightening  Thought 

Mr.  Joseph  Herbert,  (president, 
alway  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
resident  of  the  city's  conference 
ntre  committee)  hoped  the  efforts  of 
harmacists  to  have  standards  estab- 
shed  for  drugs  and  medicines  would 
e  successful.  It  was  a  frightening 
ought  that  drugs  could  be  produced 
nd  marketed  without  any  control  over 
flficiency. 

Mr.  Paul  Hayes,  (local  organising 
ommittee)  welcomed  guests  to  the 
jception  that  followed. 
The  president  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
ociety  of  Ireland,  (Mr.  M.  L.  Gasm- 
an) speaking  at  the  "Doctor/ Phar- 
lacist  Relations"  discussion  next  day, 
aid  it  was  sad  that  the  advice  of  a 
rofession  serving  the  public  was  not 


always  listened  to.  Was  the  reason  to 
be  found  in  the  political  system  that 
bedevilled  the  situation?  "We  seem  to 
appoint  civil  servants  and  elect  politi- 
cians who  run  away  from  their  res- 
ponsibilities and  appoint  Commis- 
sions. These  Commissions  in  due 
course  present  their  recommendations 
and  civil  servants  and  politicians  seem 
to  spend  their  lives  considering  these 
recommendations  instead  of  carrying 
out  the  original  proposals  which  the 
public  is  paying  them  to  do."  Mr. 
Cashman  added  that  it  seemed  sad  to 
hear  an  able  politician  ask  pharma- 
cists why  the  White  Paper  on  the 
Health  Services  had  not  been  imple- 
mented. 

The  Poisons  Act  had  been  intro- 
duced in  1961:  a  Commission,  having 
sat  for  two  years,  had  submitted  its 
recommendations  to  the  Department 
of  Health  four  years  ago.  "Surely  in 
that  time  they  had  time  either  to 
reject  or  accept  the  recommendations 
of  a  responsible  Commission?" 

A  Physician's  Viewpoint 

Opening  the  discussion  on  "Doctor/ 
Pharmacist  Relations"  on  October  7, 
Dr.  M.  J.  Dyer  said  that  the  objeclive 
of  all  doctors  was  to  see  that  the  right 
drug  got  to  the  right  patient  at  the 
right  time  and  in  the  right  amount, 
with  due  regard  to  relative  costs.  To 
achieve  that  would  be  very  difficult 
without  the  assistance  of  the  pharma- 
cist. He  was  a  doctor  by  training,  in- 
stinct and  knowledge,  but  there  was 
a  factor  in  his  element  called  "dispen- 
sary doctor."  In  that  capacity  he  had 
not  the  time  to  weigh,  count  or  even 
label  drugs  correctly.  He  conducted 
about  4.000  dispensary  consultations  a 
year.  A  lot  of  those  patients  required 
tablets,  and  it  was  quite  a  job  dishing 
them  out.  In  1967  he  had  requisitioned 
£3,100  worth  of  drugs  for  his  dispen- 
sary and  £4,500  worth  of  drugs  for  St. 
Brendan's  Home,  Loughrea.  It  was  an 
enormous  relief  to  have  the  assistance 
of  a  pharmacist,  as  the  work  he  had 
outlined  was  time-consuming.  "I 
should  no  more  be  asked  in  this  day 
and  age  to  act  as  pharmacist  than  to 
pull  teeth.  I  should  not  be  asked  to 
work  without  a  properly  qualified 
ancilliary."  That  the  dispensary  sys- 
tem at  present  appeared  to  be  operat- 
ing in  the  cheapest  way  was  only  be- 
cause doctors  were  being  exploited  and 
obliged  to  do  work  for  which  they  had 
not  been  trained. 

Dr.  Dyer  said  that  about  60  per 
cent,  of  drugs  were  distributed  at 
present  through  channels  other  than 
pharmaceutical.  That  was  a  crazy  set- 
up. It  appalled  him  that  up  to  recently 
there  was  not  a  pharmacist  in  the 
psychiatric  hospital  in  Galway,  cater- 
ing for  2,000  patients;  the  pharmacist 
then  had  been  offered  the  ludicrous 
salary  of  £1,200  a  year.  "I  am  not 
quite  sure  that  he  would  not  do  better 
if  he  took  a  job  as  a  truck  driver." 

Declaring  that  pharmacists  were 
highly  "and  rather  expensively"  trained 
citizens.   Dr.   Dyer  said   they  ranked 


highly  as  a  profession  and  the  sugges- 
tion that  they  could  only  handle  drugs 
through  a  dispensary  was  crazy.  Dr. 
Dyer  did  not  like  the  practice  of  ob- 
taining drugs  through  wholesale 
channels.  That  outlet  was  upsetting 
doctor  pharmacist  relations.  If  the  cost 
of  drugs  through  retail  channels  were 
subsidised  by  the  amount  of  money 
spent  in  giving  free  drugs  they  would 
become  available  at  a  much  cheaper 
rate.  It  was  important  that  the  image 
of  the  community  pharmacist  should 
be  preserved.  He  thought  the  bulk  of 
drug  houses  were  honourable  and  the 
necessary  apparatus  for  setting  up 
stands  and  for  quality  testing  too  costly 
to  be  undertaken  in  Ireland.  That  was  a 
matter  best  done  by  combining  with 
other  countries.  He  considered  there 
should  be  random  sampling  of  drugs 
"from  the  field." 

Mr.  R.  J.  Power  said  that  roughly 
one-eighth  of  the  country's  640  dis- 
pensaries enjoyed  the  services  of  a 
pharmacist.  Pharmacists  did  not  deny 
the  excellence  of  the  medical  service 
provided  to  the  lower  income  group. 
Their  quarrel  was  with  a  system  that 
ensured  the  service  of  pharmacists 
only  to  those  who  made  private  ar- 
rangements. They  noted  with  pleasure 
that,  according  to  the  White  Paper  on 
the  Health  Services,  it  was  proposed 
to  provide  a  separate  pharmaceutical 
service  for  those  who  did  not  possess 
a  general  medical  service  card.  Sup- 
port for  that  development  had  been 
forthcoming  from  the  most  progressive 
members  of  the  medical  profession. 
"It  is  their  expressed  view  that  the 
dispensing  of  medicines  should  be  an 
exclusively  pharmaceutical  function 
and  should  be  complementary  to  the 
medical  service." 

Acknowledging  that,  in  spite  of  re- 
sentment by  pharmacists  against  their 
exclusion  from  the  general  medical 
services,  good  relations  had  been 
maintained  with  the  medical  profes- 
sion, Mr.  Power  said  he  had  no  doubt 
those  relationships  would  be  cemented 
still  further  when  the  White  Paper 
proposals  were  implemented. 

Centre  of  Information 

In  the  modern  hospital  system  the 
pharmacy  was  becoming  increasingly 
an  information  centre  wliere  questions 
from  consultants,  registrars  and  junior 
medical  staff  concerning  drugs  were 
answered.  That  development  required 
the  pharmacist  to  keep  in  touch  with 
modern  techniques  through  regular 
post-graduate  courses.  Hospital  phar- 
macy in  Ireland  had  not  developed  as 
quickly  as  in  the  rest  of  Europe, 
mainly  owing  to  the  fact  that  she  was 
a  young  nation  and  pharmacy  had  not 
yet  evolved  into  a  compact  profes- 
sional unit.  That  situation  could  only 
be  realised  when  the  State  recognised 
the  need  to  utilise  pharmacists  in  all 
sections  of  the  Health  Services. 

Under  the  Dangerous  Drugs  Act, 
said  Mr.  Power,  substances  listed  in 
the  First  Schedule  of  the  Control  of 
Sales    Regulations    were   rigidly  con- 
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trolled  in  private  practice  but  might 
be  freely  distributed  in  hospitals; 
there  were  no  statutory  regulations  re- 
quiring the  keeping  of  records  in 
institutions.  '"The  pharmacist  is  the 
expert  in  the  field  of  drugs  legislation. 
He  is  the  only  person  who  has  to 
undergo  a  rigorous  examination  in 
poisons  law  before  qualifying.  Any 
hospital  without  his  services  must 
suffer  a  certain  handicap  because 
advice  on  drug  control  is  always 
needed."  There  was  a  lack  of  av/are- 
ness  by  doctors  of  the  hospital  phar- 
macist's skill  in  the  field  of  sterilisa- 
tion; borne  out  in  a  recent  instance 
in  which  pharmacists  had  not  been 
considered  for  appointments  to  the 
Central  Sterile  Bureau.  "My  personal 
view  is  that  the  hospital  pharmacist, 
who  works  quietly  and  efficiently, 
gives  complete  satisfaction  but  is  han- 
dicapped by  the  fact  that  his  work 
keeps  him  isolated  from  patients." 
Pharmacy  needed  the  support  of  the 
medical  profession  to  fulfil  its  aim  of 
providing  pharmaceutical  services 
similar  to  those  enjoyed  in  European 
countries. 

A  Failure  of  Communication 

Mr.  p.  M.  GuERiN,  M  PS. I.,  Ros- 
common, said  that  historically  there 
was  much  to  be  deplored  in  the  rela- 
tionship between  the  two  professions 
over  the  years.  That  was  due  princi- 
pally to  lack  of  communication  and  a 
failure  on  both  sides  to  understand 
and  appreciate  each  other's  role. 
There  had  been  a  proliferation  of 
pharmacies  and  a  steady  increase  in 
the  number  of  young  doctors  in 
private  practice,  but  no  machinery, 
except  sociability,  to  marry  their 
efforts  and  combine  their  usefulness. 
Expansion  of  the  hospital  system,  and 
eventually  of  the  clinic,  dispensary 
and  school  medical  services,  had  ab- 
sorbed all  the  doctors  that  the  emi- 
grant ship  had  not  attended  to.  The 
pharmacist,  however,  being  committed 
financially  with  his  shop,  had  more  or 
less  had  to  stay  put,  even  when  failure 
or  frustration  was  around  the  corner. 
The  rate  of  closures  had  been  accel- 
erating with  the  passing  years,  and 
there  was  every  indication  that,  in 
twenty  years'  time,  privately  owned 
pharmacies  would  be  25  per  cent, 
fewer. 

"Must  the  pharmacist  redouble  his 
efforts  on  the  commercial  side  to  bol- 
ster his  declining  income  from  purely 
professional  activity?"  asked  Mr. 
Guerin.  His  own  reply  was  that  the 
strength  of  both  doctors  and  pharma- 
cists would  always  rest  mainly  on  con- 
cern for  the  community's  welfare. 
They  should  demonstrate  in  a  new 
harmony  that  they  had  something  to 
offer  together.  Main  planks  in  a  com- 
mon front  should  be  research  in 
depth,  prudent  but  forceful  planning, 
and  then  dynamic  execution.  A  joint 
sovereign  body  composed  of  both 
organisations  —  and  of  any  others 
that  could  contribute  —  should  be 
submitting  schemes  to  the  Department. 
With  the  setting  up  of  a  joint  work- 
study  body,  representing  the  best 
brains  of  both  professions,  a  properly 
authenticated  series  of  recommenda- 
tions could  be  submitted. 


"Are  we  collectively  so  inept  that 
we  must  accept  a  scheme  foisted  on  us 
as  an  outcome  of  bureaucratic  games 
of  noughts  and  crosses?'' 

Mr.  M.  F.  Walsh  said  that  some 
years  previously,  at  a  symposium  in 
the  College  of  Pharmacy,  Dr.  Dyer 
had  advocated  that  the  two  professions 
should  get  together  but  unfortunately 
nothing  had  been  done  about  it.  Even 
at  this  late  hour  they  should  seriously 
consider  the  suggestion.  Together,  the 
two  professions  should  engage  outside 
consultants, 

Mr.  T.  R.  Miller  said  that  the  fal- 
lacy built  up  over  the  years  was  that 
pharmacists  and  the  provision  of  a 
prop>er  pharmaceutical  service  were 
costing  the  nation  a  fortune.  In  Britain 
the  pharmaceutical  service,  plus  supply 
of  drugs,  represented  about  1 1  per 
cent,  of  the  total  cost  of  the  Health 
Act.  The  doctors'  service  accounted 
for  22  per  cent,  but  there  was  never 
a  word  about  that.  All  concern  was  at 
the  cost  of  the  pharmacist,  who  was 
regarded  as  some  type  of  robber.  How 
right  had  been  Mr.  Guerin's  reference 
to  a  "vacuum  in  Irish  pharmacy."  The 
Irish  Pharmaceutical  Association  had 
been  established  to  try  and  fill  that 
void. 

Mr.  D.  J.  Kennelly  considered  that 
action  at  top  level  would  only  come  if 
proper  ground  work  was  done.  For 
too  long  members  of  the  two  profes- 
sions— each  depending  on  the  other — 
had  lived  side  by  side  while  scarcely 
knowing  each  other.  While  the  people 
at  the  top  were  debating  what  could 
be  done,  the  average  doctor  and  phar- 
macist could  do  something  at  the  lower 
level  by  closer  co-operation.  He  had 
attended  three  different  meetings  of 
local  doctors  and  pharmacists  in 
various  parts  of  the  country  and  was 
very  impressed  at  the  fruitful  discus- 
sions that  had  ensued.  Since  a  meeting 
at  Athlone  he  had  been  told  that  the 
local  atmosphere  between  the  two  pro- 
fessions had  completely  changed  and 
that  there  was  now  considerable  co- 
operation. He  felt  the  next  step  should 
be  a  national  joint  meeting  between 
doctors  and  pharmacists.  More  than  in 
any  other  profession,  the  field  in  phar- 
macy was  extending,  and  it  took  a 
pharmacist  all  his  time  to  keep  abreast 
of  developments.  He  should  not  be 
expected  to  be  anything  but  the  com- 
plete expert  on  drugs  and  available  to 
help  and  advise  the  doctor  on  them. 

Limited  Resources  for  "Gigantic"  Task 

Mr.  D.  W.  P.  Boyd  said  that,  as  one 
intimately  associated  with  the  only  body 
in  the  country  that  had  made  an  effort 
to  provide  a  special  service  for  phar- 
macists through  post-graduate  courses, 
he  felt  it  incumbent  on  him  to  say 
that  his  Committee  had  undertaken  a 
gigantic  task  with  limited  resources  and 
accommodation.  A  recent  question- 
naire to  pharmacists  on  the  subject  of 
post-graduate  tuition  had  produced 
results  that  were  quite  revealing.  It 
was  felt  that,  with  the  Committee's 
limited  resources,  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  provide  the  services  required 
by  members.  Postal  courses  could  be 
arranged  at  a  cost  of  about  £1  per 
person. 

Mr.  Colm  Cassidy  said  that  a  prac- 


tical step  that  could  be  taken  as 
result  of  the  Congress  would  be  tl 
formation  of  an  Association  that  wou 
promote  dialogue  between  all  bodi 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicin 
Such  a  body  could  draft  a  constitutic 
setting  out  its  aims  and  objects. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  Dr.  P.  ] 
O  Beirne,  who  presided,  was  passed  c 
the  motion  of  Mr.  M.  G.  Durcan. 

Events  of  Congress  Week 

THE  serious  deliberations  of  the  Co] 
gress  got  off  to  an  appropriate  sta 
on  the  Monday  morning  with  a  sp 
cial  Mass  in  Salthill  Church  and 
Communion  Service  in  St.  Nichol 
Collegiate  Church.  Later  in  the  day- 
as  a  break  between  a  working  sessic 
and  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Pha 
maceutical  Society  of  Ireland — a  vis 
to  University  College,  Galway,  wi 
laid  on,  at  which  the  guests  were  r 
ceived  by  the  president  of  the  Colle{ 
(Dr.  M.  Newell)  and  later  addresse 
by  Professor  E.  N.  McDermott. 

The  finances  of  the  Benevolent  Fur 
were  swollen  by  a  competition  in  whic 
contestants  were  asked  to  solve  son 
tough  prescription  posers.  Miss  ]N 
McCarthy  was  the  winner  (as  of  tl 
ladies'  golf). 

The  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Associatio 
can  feel  justly  proud  of  its  part  in  ei 
suring  that  the  Congress  was  able  to  1: 
held.  The  Congresses  were  the  "braii 
child"  of  the  Association  and.  ev« 
apart  from  other  achievements,  ha^ 
fully  justified  the  Associations  exis 
ence.  Once  again  the  president  of  tl 
Association,  the  genial  Mr.  Eric  Burrel 
proved  an  ideal  ambassador  of  pha 
macy.  Rightly  he  earned  the  gratituc 
of  his  colleagues  for  upholding  tl 
dignity  of  the  profession  and  bringin 
the  problems  besetting  effectively 
public  notice. 

PIPETTES 

A  NEW  BRITISH  STANDARD 

A  RECENTLY  published  revision  ( 
British  Standard  773  :  1968  "Specific! 
tion  for  Ostwald-Folin  pipettes"  pn 
vides  a  specification  for  a  pipette  c 
improved  accuracy,  which  neither  sacr 
fices  strength  of  construction  nor  givt 
an  unduly  slow  delivery.  The  origin! 
Ostwald  pipette  was  designed  at  th 
end  of  the  nineteenth  century;  wit 
careful  use  it  gave  consistent  resul 
within  about  0()5  per  cent.,  but  it  su 
fered  from  the  disadvantages  of  beir 
fragile  and  slow  in  operation.  Subs( 
quent  changes  in  design  produce 
pipettes  that  were  robust  and  quick  i 
use,  but  whose  accuracy  was  no  bett< 
than  a  conventional  bulb  pipette 
similar  capacity  and  whose  only  rt 
maining  advantage  was  compact  siz( 
The  present  revision  of  the  Britis 
Standard  makes  changes  based  on  a 
extensive  experimental  programm 
undertaken  by  the  British  Standard 
Institution's  test  centre  at  Heme!  Hemj 
stead,  Herts.,  with  the  assistance  of  th 
British  Lampblown  Scientific  Glas; 
ware  Manufacturers'  Association.  Copie 
of  B.S.  773  :  1968  may  be  obtaine 
from  the  B.S.I.  Sales  Office,  101  Per 
tonville  Road.  London  N.l  (Price  6i 
each,  ninepence  postage  extra  to  nor 
subscribers). 
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Ulster  Chemists  Consider  Current  Problems 

LIVELY  DISCUSSIONS  AT  1968  CONFERENCE 


GHTH  annual  conference  of  the 
ster  Chemists'  Association  was,  like 
f)7's,  held  at  Rostrevor.  co.  Down. 
L-mbers  assembled  during  the  even- 
k  of  October  1 1  for  dinner  at  the 
:entiy  renamed  Rostrevor  Hotel 
irmeriy  the  Great  Northern)  and  to 
treated  later  to  that  distinctive 
iction  of  U.C.A.  Conferences  the 
cial  Get-together,  its  ballads,  elocu- 
n,  music  on  harp,  accordion,  piano 
turn  mordantiy  introduced  by  that 
nee  of  comperes  Harry  Boyd.  For 
privileged  few  Harry's  own  best  satire 
d  wit,  supplemented  by  rollicking 
[igs  by  that  naturalised  Cockney  from 
iinty  Down,  James  McClenahan, 
re  displayed  at  an  even  later  get- 
^ether  in  the  president's  room. 

ccts  of  Medicines  Bill 

The  Saturday  morning  session  of  the 
riference  was  in  two  parts.  In  the 
it  Mr.  J.  Ferguson  (an  assistant 
retary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
Great  Britain)  dealt  with  the  effects 
pharmacy  of  the  Medicines  Bill  now 
[ore  the  House  of  Commons.  On 
it  subject,  he  said,  it  would  be  shown 
t  there  were  few  differences  between 
!  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
jtain  and  the  National  Pharma- 
itical  Union  under  whose  "hat"  he 
]  addressed  the  Association  at  its 
|i7  conference.  The  Bill  represented 
najor  milestone  in  the  development 

Ithe  practice  of  pharmacy  in  the 
ited  Kingdom  and,  with  the  plan- 
g  of  the  pharmaceutical  service  in 
United  Kingdom,  would  be  the 
iject  of  many  important  debates  in 
irmacy  over  the  next  few  years. 
^1r.  Ferguson  stressed  that  the  Bill, 
ich  would  apply  to  Northern  Ire- 
d  as  to  England,  Scotland  and 
lies,  should  receive  the  Royal  Assent 
ore  the  end  of  October.  It  was  not 
■•harmacy  Bill.  In  the  words  of  the 
jianatory  memorandum,  its  purpose 
5  "to  make  new  provisions  with 
pect  to  the  safety,  quality  and 
cacy  of  medicinal  products  for 
nan  and  veterinary  use,  the  circum- 
nces  in  which  they  are  sold  or  sup- 
:d,  their  labelling  and  distribution, 
I  their  sales  promotion."  It  was  also 
enabling  measure,  giving  the  Health 
Agricultural  Ministers  the  power  to 
ke  regulations  as  to  the  production, 
ing  and  distribution  of  all  medicinal 
stances,  and  a  main  disadvantage  of 
enabling  Bill  was  that  it  became  an 
with  many  questions  left  un- 
wered.  Powers  were  given,  but  the 
/  in  which  they  would  be  exercised 
St  remain  a  matter  of  opinion  until 
contents  of  the  regulations  were 
ilished  over  the  next  year  or  so. 
at  could  be  said  was  that  the  Bill 
be  most  important  legislation  in  this 
i  since  the  Pharmacy  and  Poisons 
,  1933  would,  on  past  experience, 
pe  pharmaceutical  practice  for  at 
it  thirty  years. 

he  Pharmaceutical  Society  [of 
;at  Britain  should  be  understood 
Jughout  his  talk]  had  had  a  big 
id  in  Sihaping  the  Bill,  and  could  be 


reasonably  satisfied  with  what  has  been 
achieved.  It  represented  a  further  stage 
in  rationalising  the  distribution  of 
medicines  in  this  country  and  pharma- 
cists would  have  to  continue  their 
work  towards  further  improving  their 
position. 

The  new  thinking  that  had  appeared 
in  the  White  Paper  published  by  the 
Government  just  over  a  year  earlier, 
had  declared  that  it  was  "time  the  law 
began  to  reflect  the  fact  that  drugs  and 
medicines  are  not  ordinary  com- 
modities."' Those  words  had  not  been 
written  by  the  Society  but  he  thought 
that,  over  the  years,  they  had  been 
put  into  the  Ministry's  mind  by  the 
Society  and  the  National  Pharma- 
ceutical Union. 

Although  substantially  amended  dur- 
ing its  passage  through  Parliament  the 
Bill  had  not  been  materially  altered 
in  its  original  concept.  A  Medicines 
Commission  that  would  be  established 
by  the  Bill  would  be  a  body  corporate 
and  composed  of  at  least  eight  mem- 
bers "with  wide  and  recent  experience'' 
of  the  practice  of  the  main  activities 
covered  by  the  Bill  (medicine,  veter- 
inary medicine,  pharmacy,  chemistry 
and  the  pharmaceutical  industry),  it 
would  be  appointed  by  the  Minister 
"after  consultation  with  "such  organisa- 
tions as  they  consider  appropriate'." 

So  far  as  medicines  were  concerned 
the  Ministers  were  bound  to  lean  heavily 
on  the  Commission  for  advice.  TTiat  it 
would  be  a  body  of  experts  looking 
critically  at  every  proposal  that  con- 
cerned the  marketing  of  a  medicine 
was  a  great  advance.  A  number  of 
expert  committees  would  be  set  up  to 
advise  the  Commission,  and  at  the 
expert  committee  stage  pharmacy  must 
endeavour  to  put  its  views  logically, 
carefully  and  with  force,  if  the  hoped- 
for  improvement  in  distribution  of 
medicines  was  to  be  realised. 

Under  the  licensing  provision  of  the 
Bill  everyone  who  sold  a  medicinal 
product  would  have  to  be  licensed  in 
some  way  or  another.  A  "product 
licence"  would  have  to  be  held  by  any- 
one who  wished  to  sell,  supply  or  ex- 
port any  medicinal  product  or  procure 
the  sale  or  procure  the  manufacture  of 
a  medicinal  product,  and  the  Ministers 
in  granting  the  application  would  take 
into  consideration  the  safety,  quality 
and  efficacy  of  the  medicines  concern- 
ed. Products  already  on  the  market 
on  a  "first  appointed  day"  would  be 
entitled  to  a  licence  of  right,  which 
might  be  suspended,  revoked  or  varied 
when  the  particular  product  was  exam- 
ined. 

Licences  For  Almost  Everything 

A  p)erson  manufacturing  a  licensed 
product  would  need  "a  manufacturer's 
licence,"  in  the  granting  of  which  the 
premises,  equipment  and  qualifications 
of  jjersons  supervising  the  manufacture, 
and  the  arrangements  for  safe-keeping 
and  records  in  respect  of  medicinal 
products  would  be  considered. 

Wholesalers  would  require  a  whole- 
sale  dealer's   licence   and   again  the 


licensing  authority  would  consider 
premises,  equipment,  facilities  avail- 
able, etc.  [but  not  the  qualifications  of 
the  staff].  Taken  together,  those  licens- 
ing provisions  should  see  the  end  of 
the  manufacture  and  marketing  of 
medicinal  products  under  quite  unsuit- 
able conditions. 

Exceptions  for  Pharmacists 

Neither  product  licence  nor  manu- 
facturer's licence  would  be  needed  by 
a  pharmacist  to  prepare  a  medicine  dis- 
pensed in  accordance  with  a  prescrip- 
tion by  a  doctor,  dentist  or  veterinary 
surgeon  or  for  compounding  a  medi- 
cine in  accordance  with  specifications 
given  by  a  customer.  Nor  would  phar- 
macists require  licences  to  prepare 
stocks  for  dispensing  purposes  or  for 
dispensing  a  medicine  in  accordance 
with  the  pharmacists'  own  judgment  as 
to  the  treatment  required,  provided  the 
patient  was  in  the  pharmacy  at  the 
time.  The  pharmacist's  skill  and  judg- 
ment, and  his  right  to  counter  prescribe 
medicines,  were  thus  recognised  openly 
for  the  first  time  and  sanctioned  by 
Parliament.  In  the  House  of  Lords  on 
July  18  Lord  Kennet  [on  behalf  of  the 
Government]  had  made  it  clear  that 
"ready-made"  licences  for  small-scale 
manufacture  in  pharmacies  of  a  limited 
range  of  preparations  would  be  avail- 
able to  pharmacists. 

As  to  retail  distribution  of  medicines 
the  definition  of  "medicinal  product"' 
in  the  Bill  was  detailed  and  it  extended 
to  over  two  pages;  it  applied  to  animal 
as  well  as  to  human  medicines. 

Hitherto  the  position  had  been  that 
any  medicinal  product  could  be  sold 
at  any  shop  unless  the  Poisons  Board 
decided  that  its  distribution  should  be 
controlled.  Under  the  new  Bill  the 
position  would  be  that  distribution 
of  medicinal  products  would  be  con- 
trolled unless  the  Minister  decided 
[almost  undoubtedly  on  the  advice  of 
the  Medicines  Commission]  that  a  par- 
ticular product  "can  with  reasonable 
safety  be  sold  or  supplied  otherwise 
than  by,  or  under  the  supervision  of,  a 
pharmacist." 

The  full  impyortance  of  that  change 
could  not  be  expected  to  be  seen  for 
some  time,  and  all  pharmacists  were 
concerned  that  there  remained  a  "gene- 
ral sales  list."  Widely  differing  views 
could  be  expected  to  be  expressed  on 
whether  or  not  a  particular  product 
should  be  on  general  sale,  but  here  the 
expert  committees  and  Medicines  Com- 
mission would  play  their  role.  The 
Society  would  continue  to  strive  to 
publicise  the  fact  that  professional 
advice  on  any  medicine  was  always 
available  from  a  pharmacy.  That  could 
only  be  promoted  by  a  clear  demon- 
stration of  professional  supervision  in 
every  pharmacy.  "Let  the  pharmacist 
be  seen!"  No  amount  of  printed  pro- 
paganda could  be  as  effective  as  the 
pharmacist's  personal  interest  in  the 
public's  choice  of  medicines,  and  that 
personal  interest,  which  established  the 
pharmacist/patient  relationship,  would 
become  more  and  more  important  as 
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group  medical  practices  developed,  tak- 
ing the  doctor  in  many  cases  further 
away  from  residential  areas. 

If  rearrangement  of  the  pharmacy 
were  necessary  to  demonstrate  profes- 
sional supervision,  he  would  regard  it 
as  a  small  price  to  pay  for  improving 
the  pharmacist/patient  relationship. 

Provisions  in  the  Bill  made  it  an 
oflence  for  a  commercially  interested 
party  or  a  person  acting  on  behalf  of 
such  a  party  to  issue  an  advertisement 
about  medicinal  products  that  was  false 
or  misleading  or  included  recommenda- 
tions inconsistent  with  provisions  of 
the  product  licence.  Without  the  con- 
sent of  the  holder  of  a  product  licence 
no  advertisement  must  be  issued.  In 
practice  that  would  mean  that  claims 
made  by  manufacturers  and  those  mar- 
keting medicinal  products  would  have 
to  be  confined  to  the  claims  of  efficacy 
that  they  had  been  able  to  prove  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  licensing  authority 
when  the  application  for  a  licence  vvas 
submitted. 

That  provision  of  the  Bill  would,  he 
felt,  have  long-term  effects  in  getting 
rid  of  unjustified  claims  made  for 
some  of  the  medicinal  products  on  the 
market  today. 

Taken  together,  the  licensing  provi- 
sions and  the  controls  of  distribution 
and  advertising  offered  the  possibility 
of  a  real  improvement  in  the  way  in 
which  medicines  were  marketed  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  Pharmacists  must 
accept  the  responsibility  placed  upon 
them,  working  to  protect  the  public  and 
so  to  make  it  clear  that  they  were 
offering  an  essential  service  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  medicines. 

Nothing  Extra,  Nothing  Lost 

Commenting  as  a  retail  pharmacist 
who  would  be  afl'ected  by  the  Bill.  Mr. 
C.  H.  Smith  [a  past  chairman  of  the 
National  Pharmaceutical  Union  and  a 
member  of  the  Central  N.H.S.  (Chem- 
ist Contractors)  Committee]  stressed 
that  it  ushered  in  no  millennium  for 
pharmacists.  Its  purpose  was  the  pro- 
tection of  the  public,  not  of  pharma- 
cists. However,  if  it  gave  pharmacists 
little  extra,  it  took  nothing  from  them. 
Their  professional  body  had  a  little 
more  power  of  inspection,  e.xercisable 
only  over  its  retail  members  [none 
over  the  dispensing  doctor  or  even 
over  the  hospital  pharmacist].  One 
new  rule  safeguarded  the  pharmacist's 
right  to  prescribe  at  the  counter  [for  a 
person  actually  present  in  the  phar- 
macy]. 

On  that  aspect  Mr.  C.  Jacobs  [chair- 
man of  the  N.P.U.  Executive  Commit- 
tee] raised  a  question.  For  years,  he 
said,  counter  prescribing  had  been 
diminishing.  The  accepted  ideal  for 
years  had  been  the  situation  in  which 
the  pharmacist  would  do  all  the  dis- 
pensing and  the  doctor  all  the  prescrib- 
ing. Would  not  that  still  be  the  best 
situation?  Was  there  not,  too,  a  weak- 
ness in  that  the  Bill  did  not  debar  doc- 
tors from  dispensing? 

Mr.  Ferguson  maintained  that  the 
provision  was  a  step  forward,  especi- 
ally as  the  spread  of  health  centres 
would  tend  to  make  pharmacies  the 
first  point  of  call,  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Smith 
said  that,  as  everybody  was  given  to 
prescribing,  if  only  for  himself,  it  was 


better  that  the  pharmacist  should  be 
entitled  to  advise. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irwin,  Belfast,  suggested 
that  the  new  generation  of  pharmacists 
were  well  trained  for  counter  prescrib- 
ing. He  raised  a  query  on  the  right  of 
a  pharmacist  under  the  Bill  to  meet  an 
order  received  by  post  for  a  medicinal 
proprietary.  Mr.  Ferguson  said  that 
there  was  nothing  to  stop  such  a  sale, 
provided  the  product  was  licensed.  In 
practice  the  licensing  procedure  Vvould 
be  found  reasonably  rapid. 

Not  Too  Sad  a  Los.s 

One  inference  from  the  Bill,  said 
Mr.  W.  H.  Boyd,  Belfast,  was  that, 
under  the  licensing  provisions,  a  nos- 
trum might  not  be  vv/orth  manufactur- 
ing; another  that,  when  licensing  was 
enforced,  many  preparations  would  go 
oft'  the  market,  advertising  would 
diminish,  and  sales  would  suffer.  Ra- 
tionalisation of  pharmacies  should 
therefore  be  pressed  for.  He  asked 
how  veterinary  sales  would  be  affected. 
Mr.  Ferguson's  reply  was  that,  if 
licensing  took  medicines  off  the  mar- 
ket, then  they  were  products  that 
needed  to  come  oft  anyway.  The  future 
lay  in  selling  proper  medicines.  As  to 
veterinary  medicines,  a  provision  for 
sales  by  "authorised  sellers  of  veterin- 
ary medicines"  had,  under  pressure, 
been  removed  from  the  White  Paper 
that  preceded  the  Bill  and  was  not  in 
the  Bill  itself.  He  could  not  see  that 
rural  pharmacies  would  be  aft'ected.  So 
far  as  veterinary  products  not  at  pre- 
sent distributed  through  pharmacies 
were  concerned,  talks  were  being  re- 
sumed with  the  veterinary  organisa- 
tions so  as  to  try  and  secure  their  dis- 
tribution through  pharmacies.  Any 
chemist  who  intended  developing  vet- 
erinary sales  should  train  himself  in 
knowledge  of  that  field. 

To  Mr.  J.  Kerr,  Belfast,  it  was  a 
shortcoming  of  the  Bill  that  there  was 
no  control  over  a  wholesaler's  staff. 
It  appeared  to  him,  too.  that  the  gene- 
ral licence  was  to  be  given  to  the  phar- 
macist personally  and  not  to  the  phar- 
macy, but  Mr.  C.  H.  Smith  believed 
the  Bill  involved  no  change  in  the 
status  quo  for  corporate  bodies.  He 
pointed  out  that  wholesalers  might  be 
required  to  provide  professional  super- 
vision for  particular  products,  and  Mr. 
Boyd  thought  that  pharmacists  were 
not  likely  to  be  found  who  would  take 
on  the  mere  supervision  of  wholesale 
transactions. 

Taking  up  the  theme  "seen  to  super- 
vise" from  Mr.  Ferguson's  remarks, 
Mr.  H.  G.  Campbell,  Ballymoney, 
asked  for  guidance  on  the  sort  of  changes 
that  might  be  called  for  in  phar- 
macy layout.  In  Britain,  said  Mr.  Fer- 
guson, the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
would  be  giving  guidance  after  the 
position  had  been  studied. 

Mr.  a.  W.  Kernahan,  Belfast, 
asked  if  even  general-sales-list  pro- 
ducts needed  to  be  sold  under  super- 
vision. "No,"  replied  Mr.  Ferguson. 
They  came  under  another  heading, 
"personal  control,"  not  yet  defined. 

In  the  second  part  of  the  session 
Mr.  C.  H.  Smith  said  that  the  think- 
ing behind  the  original  conception  of 
health  centres  could  be  well  imagined. 
The  National  Health  Service  had  been 


instituted  for  the  benefit  of  patients, 
and  the  idea  of  concentrating  all  the 
services  under  one  roof  had  obvious 
attractions.  But  it  tended  to  disregard 
the  patient  and  his  feelings.  In  spite 
of  the  fact  that  all  inquiries  had  shown' 
the  pharmaceutical  service  in  the  U.K. 
to  be  efficient  and  able  to  cope  wit' 
all  demands,  there  was  a  renev\ed  clam 
our  from  some  quarters  to  install  phar- 
macy departments  in  new  health 
centres.  To  avoid  a  threat  to  the  liveli- 
hood of  many  N.P.U..  U.C.A.  an 
Scottish  Pharmaceutical  Federatior 
members,  that  trend  needed  to  bf 
guarded  against.  Pressure  on  the  Minis- 
try of  Health  in  Great  Britain  by  th( 
Society  and  the  N.P.U.  had  resulted  ir 
agreement  that,  where  new  pharmac 
departments  were  installed,  the  phar 
macist  should  be  a  contractor  and  no 
an  employee  of  the  local  authority 
Agreement  had  also  been  reached  tha 
Executive  Councils  [the  local  equiva 
lents  of  the  Northern  Ireland  Healtl 
Services  Board  so  far  as  the  chemist' 
contract  is  concerned]  would  be  advise( 
and  consulted.  Each  Pharmaceutica 
Committee  must  be  awake  and  active 
since  a  health  centre  with  a  pharmac 
department  vsould  alter  the  siting  c 
surgeries  and  might  cream  off  over 
night  the  major  part  of  the  dispensing 
Some  amount  of  "leapfrogging"  mig' 
also  take  place,  with  prejudice  t 
existing  businesses. 

Principles  for  a  Planned  Service 

Mr.  Ferguson,  also  speaking  o 
health  centres,  said  that  the  differe 
ces  between  the  position  in  Norther 
Ireland  and  the  position  in  Englan 
and  Wales  dissuaded  him  from  deali 
in  detail  with  the  health -centre  positio 
as  it  applied  to  Northern  Ireland.  H 
would  confine  his  remarks  to  broa 
principles  that  should,  in  the  view  - 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Grec 
Britain,  form  the  basis  for  consideri 
tion  at  local  level  of  the  way  in  whic 
the  pharmaceutical  services  could  b 
replanned.  following  the  building  of 
health  centre.  Health  centres,  it  seeme 
were  to  dominate  the  pattern  of  med 
cal  services  of  the  future.  Little  moi 
than  a  year  previously  the  Minister  i 
Health  had  forecast  that  between  4C 
to  500  would  be  functioning  in  Engla 
and  Wales  within  the  next  ten  years. 

It  was  for  the  pharmaceutical  pr( 
fession  to  be  flexible  enough  to  provi 
the  solutions  to  the  many  problems,  n( 
always  the  same  in  one  area  as  in  a 
other,    that    the    creation    of  heal 
centres    presented.    Local  pharmacis 
must  jointly  consider  their  reaction  1 
the  building  of  a  health  centre  in  th 
locality  and  must,  at  the  appropria 
stage,  put  forward  their  suggestions  : 
to  the  way  in  which  the  pharmaceu' 
cal  services  might  be  planned  to  me 
all    needs   of   the   public.   They  mu 
make  their  united  voice  heard  at  tl: 
earliest  possible  stage  in  the  plannir 
of  a   health   centre.   The  appropria 
body  was,  of  course,  the  local  Ph 
maceutical  Committee,  which  would 
asked  for  advice  by  [in  Britain]  tl 
Executive  Council  about  any  questic 
relating  to  the  provision  of  pharmace 
tical  services.  At  the  planning  stage  tl 
effect   of  the   proposed  siting  of  t 
health   centre   on   the  pharmaceutic 
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s  v  ices  in  an  area  could  be  considered 

•t  I  views  put  forward, 
t  had  been  decided  to  build  a  health 

(  tre  without   pharmacy  department. 

I    no  pharmacy  existed  within  a  con- 

■\  iient  distance  of  the  centre,  there 
■,  the  need  to  make  what  the  Minis- 
had  called  "satisfactory"  provision 
pharmaceutical  services.  The  Phar- 
jceutical  Committee's  suggestions 
iild  in  most  circumstances  amount 
a  proposal  that  those  pharmacists 

0  previously  had  had  prescriptions 
ning  from  the  surgeries  of  the  medi- 

practitioners    now    in    the  health 
itre  might  well  form  a  consortium  to 

1  a  pharmacy  near  the  health  centre, 
c  or  more  of  the  existing  pharma- 
^  might  have  to  close  if  they  had 
:n  previously  heavily  dependent  upon 
tional  Health  Service  prescriptions 
1  the  practitioner  had  now  moved 
m  a  nearby  surgery  into  the  health 
[itre.  The  important  thing  was  for  the 
^'cted  pharmacists  to  meet  together 
ih  representatives  of  the  Local  Phar- 
ceutical  Committee  to  discuss  all 
:  implications.  The  Pharmaceutical 
mmittee,  in  presenting  proposals, 
lid  then  say  that  full  consultation 
;  taken  place  with  the  local  con- 
dors. 

To  attempt  to  lay  down  a  solution 
meet  all  cases  would  be  pointless, 
th  the  concentration  of  medical 
iictitioners  in  group  practices  and 
jilth-centre  premises,  it  would  per- 
bs  become  even  more  important  to 
sure  that  members  of  the  public  had 
ivenient  and  ready  access  to  advice 
nut  health  matters.  Tlie  pharmacy 
i  the  pharmacist  in  general  practice 
ered  that  service.  It  was  therefore 
ortant  for  pharmacies  to  be  spread 
evenly  as  practicable  in  residential 
as,  so  far  as  compatible  with  the 
itinued  provision  of  an  efficient  ser- 
e  for  the  dispensing  of  prescriptions, 
h  a  distribution  would  also  ensure 
t  prescriptions  written  on  domici- 
y  visits  could  be  dispensed  with  the 
imum  of  inconvenience  to  the 
ent.  The  challenge  of  health  centres 
Id  perhaps  therefore  be  said  to  pre- 
t  an  opportunity  for  pharmacy  to 
derline  the  services  it  provided.  That 
portunity  must  be  taken.  When,  in 
.>ther  situation,  a  Pharmaceutical 
mmittee  decided  that  there  should 
a  pharmacy  department  in  a  health 
Itre,  the  pharmacist,  as  Mr.  Smith 
d  pointed  out,  was  now — as  a  result 
action  taken  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
ciety  of  Great  Britain  and  Central 
H.S.  Committee — to  be  present,  in 
vv  health  centres,  as  a  contractor, 
ual  With  Other  Professions 
Where  a  health-centre  pharmacy  was 
:ablished  the  pharmacists  could  thus 
in  as  full  contractors  with  the  same 
tus  as  other  practitioners.  The  Act 
verning  the  situation  permitted  pri- 
te  practice  in  health  centres  where  a 
rt  IV  pharmaceutical  service  was 
oyided.  and  the  Minister  would 
cide,  after  considering  the  views  of 
;  local  people,  just  what  goods  might 

sold  in  a  health-centre  pharmacy. 
In  one  actual  situation  in  which  a 
□posed  health  centre  was  not  con- 
niently  located  for  members  of  the 
blic,  an  arrangement  had  been  en- 


tered into  under  which  all  the  local 
contractors  were  being  given  an  oppor- 
tunity to  take  part  in  a  consortium  to 
run  the  pharmacy  department  in  the 
health  centre. 

Trading  Competition  and  Pharmacists 

Subject  introduced  by  Mr.  C.  Jacobs 
on  Sunday  afternoon  was  "Competitive 
Trading,"  particularly  as  it  affects  the 
retail  practice  of  pharmacy.  Never  be- 
fore, he  said,  had  competition  been 
so  strong  as  at  the  present  time.  In 
the  past,  each  trade  had  been  more 
or  less  confined  to  its  own  type  of 
goods.  With  the  growth  of  the  large 
stores  and  supermarkets,  a  greater 
overlap  has  taken  place.  By  far  the 
most  important  development  in  retail 
distribution  in  recent  years  had  been  the 
growth  of  own  brand  merchandise  for 
reasons  that  were  simple  and  obvious. 
It  abolished  the  price  cutting  of  brand 
leaders  and  nationally  advertised  goods 
and  established  an  exclusive  market. 
The  policy  necessitated  marketing  goods 
of  the  highest  quality  only  and  at 
competitive  prices.  In  many  instances 
national  brand  goods  were  turned  into 
own-brand  merchandise  by  using  dif- 
ferent labelling  and  packaging.  It  was 
the  practice  of  the  larger  retail  groups 
to  sell  their  own  brand  side  by  side 
with  national  brands  until  their  own 
became  sufficiently  established  to  take 
over  the  major  proportion  of  the  mar- 
ket. That  could  only  be  achieved  by 
creating  a  brand  loyalty  over  an  ex- 
tended period  of  time.  As  retail  price 
maintenance  was  abolished  on  more  and 
more  groups  of  commodities,  so  price 
cutting  became  more  prevalent.  Those 
conditions  favoured  the  large  groups, 
which  demanded  larger  discounts  from 
the  manufacturers,  and  at  the  same 
time  introduced  their  own  brands  at 
still  cheaper  prices. 

The  ultimate  in  own  branding  was 
to  turn  an  "own"  brand  into  a  "na- 
tional" brand.  In  pharmacists"  field 
some  Boots  preparations  had  now  gone 
"national,"  marketed  through  the  sub- 
sidiary company  Lenbrook  Laboratories. 
That  technique  could  only  be  achieved 
by  a  rigid  insistence  of  quality.  Over  a 
period  that  would  establish  the  accept- 
ance of  one  line  after  another,  but 
one  faulty  product  could  considerably 
damage  this  image.  A  good  image  saved 
much  money  in  advertising.  Thus 
it  was  possible  for  those  big  groups 
almost  to  dictate  price  and  quality  to 
the  manufacturer. 

"Own  branding,"  which  had  started 
as  a  protective  measure  against  price 
cutting  and  lower  profit  margins,  had 
become  firmly  established  as  a  market- 
ing operation,  and  was  working  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  manufacturer,  re- 
tailer and  consumer.  How  best  could 
those  lessons  be  applied  to  the  general 
practice  of  pharmacy  to  ensure  pharma- 
cists' economic  viability  and  happiness 
in  the  future?  All  would  be  happy  and 
contented  if  they  could  depend  entirely 
on  the  professional  side  of  pharmacy 
for  an  adequate  standard  of  living. 
That  was  possible,  however — at  least 
for  the  present — in  only  a  few  in- 
stances. Closures  of  pharmacies — pri- 
vate. Co-operative  and  multiple — in- 
creased each  year.  Education  standards 
of  the  profession  were  as  high  as  any 


of  the  other  professions.  He  was  in 
full  agreement  with  maintaining  that 
standard,  but  so  long  as  most  of  phar- 
macists" professional  work  was  con- 
fined to  one  customer — the  Minister 
of  Health — they  would  always  have 
a  tough  fight  to  obtain  reasonable  re- 
muneration from  the  Ministry.  A  new 
hazard  arose  from  the  growth  of  Gov- 
ernment-sponsored health  centres. 
When  the  whole  of  the  new  medicines 
legislation  became  law,  the  Govern- 
ment would  take  into  account  the 
seriousness  of  the  sales  of  medicines  to 
the  public  and  would  be  assuring  a 
complete  and  efficient  general  pharma- 
ceutical service  to  the  public,  at  pre- 
sent in  serious  danger  of  collapsing 
owing  to  the  forced  closure  of  so  many 
pharmacies.  Pharmacists  must  be  readily 
available  with  advice  to  the  general 
public  on  all  matters  of  health,  first- 
aid,  and  emergency.  That  must  go 
hand  in  hand  with  the  normal  and  tra- 
ditional everyday  selling  of  sundries, 
cosmetics,  perfumery  and  photographies. 

The  National  Pharmaceutical  Union, 
first  started  as  an  association  with  a 
protective  policy  for  its  members,  had 
evolved  into  a  first-rate  attacking 
machine  against  those  who  were  eating 
into  lines  that  had  been  traditionally 
chemists"  for  so  long.  It  could  become 
the  biggest  trading  organisation  — 
pharmaceutical  or  otherwise — in  the 
United  Kingdom.  First  and  foremost 
pharmacists  must  look  at  the  appear- 
ance of  their  premises,  which  must  be 
clean,  bright  and  inviting.  As  much  as 
possible  should  be  on  display,  and 
goods  suitable  for  self-selection  should 
be  dealt  with  in  that  way.  The  N.P.U. 
had  set  up  a  separate  department  for 
dealing  with  shop  modernisation.  Ser- 
vice was  given  by  the  N.P.U.  at  little 
cost  to  the  member. 
Sponsored  Products 

N.P.U.  sponsored  products,  intro- 
duced about  six  years  ago,  now  ex- 
tended to  something  like  thirty  groups, 
spreading  over  150  items,  and  market 
penetration  had  been  substantial  and 
continuous.  However,  the  increased  de- 
mand and  turnover  in  those  goods 
created  their  own  problems.  Arrange- 
ments had  to  be  made  to  increase  the 
number  of  distributors,  and  make  it 
possible  to  give  members  an  almost 
daily  delivery.  So  N.P.U.  Marketing, 
Ltd..  had  been  formed  as  a  subsidiary 
of  N.P.U.  Holdings.  Ltd.  the  overall 
objective  was  to  create  an  image  in 
the  mind  of  the  public  that  an  inde- 
pendent pharmacy  offered  products  of 
the  highest  quality  at  competitive 
prices.  Of  course  medicinal  products 
were  always  accepted  as  being  different 
from  other  goods.  To  meet  competition 
and  rising  overheads  it  was  far  more 
important  to  find  ways  and  means  of 
increasing  turnover  rather  than  of 
maintaining  a  large  gross  profit.  It  was 
better  to  make  more  total  profit  on  a 
smaller  percentage  gross  profit,  than 
a  smaller  total  on  a  large  percentage. 
He  was  not  asking  for  reduced  margins, 
but  an  open  mind  would  have  to  be 
kept.  The  range  of  N.P.U.  products 
vvould  be  extended,  and  their  promo- 
tion would  necessitate  advertising. 
Headquarters  would  do  everything  pos- 
sible to  ensure  success. 

To  be  concluded 
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IN  discussion  on  Mr.  Evans's  paper  on 
adenosine  triphosphatase  activity  at 
Wednesday  morning's  session  the 
author  told  Dr.  Foster  that,  after  stor- 
age under  vacuum  at  —30°,  over 
a  period  of  a  month,  no  difference  in 
activity  was  observed. 


A  variilv 
hibited  at 


of  attiliicivs  of  loiici'iitratioii 
a   conference   science  session. 


Mr.  D.  C.  Taylor  next  introduced 
his  paper,  another  "first":  — 

1 6«-ETHYLPR0GESTER0NE 
Metabolism  by  rat  liver  in  vitro 

].  B.  STENLAKE,  RICHARD  TEMPLETON 
and  D.  C.  TAYLOR  (Drug  melabolism 
imil,  department  of  pharmacetilical  chemisiry. 
University  of  Stralhclyde) 

The  metabolism  of  l6ff-ethylproges- 
terone  by  rat  liver  homogenate  at 
different  steroid  to  tissue  ratios  has 
been  examined.  The  products,  identified 
by  thin-layer  chromatography,  gas- 
liquid  chromatography  and  combined 
gas-liquid  chromatography-mass  spec- 
trometry were  l6<v-ethyl-5a-pregnane-3, 
20-dione  and  16a:-ethyl-3<v-hydroxy-5a- 
pregnan-20-one.  Yield  of  the  metabo- 
lites was  14  and  48  per  cent,  respec- 
tively. The  results  are  discussed  in 
relation  to  the  liver  in  vitro  metabolism 
of  progesterone  and  16a-hydroxypro- 
gesterone. 

Professor  A.  H.  Beckett,  London, 
began  a  discussion  on  interpretation 
and  comparison  of  results  in  the  field 
of  drug  metabolism  obtained  by  dif- 
ferent authors  because  of  such  differ- 
ences as  experimental  technique.  He 
also  warned  of  the  need  to  look  more 
at  the  time  course  of  such  reactions. 
Professor  W.  H.  Hunter,  London, 
won  approval  for  a  suggestion  that 
there  should  be  standardisation  of  the 
techniques  so  that  results  could  be 
compared. 

Final  paper  of  the  session  was  by 
Mr.  p.  F.  Cooper  :  — 

PROTEIN-BINDING  OF  SMALL 
MOLECULES 

A  new  gel  filtration  method 

p.  F.  COOPER  and  G.  C.  WOOD  (Drug 
metabolism  unit,  department  of  pharma- 
ceutical chemistry.  University  of  Stralhclyde) 

As  part  of  a  programme  aimed  at  ex- 
ploring any  quantitative  relation  be- 
tween protein-binding  and  the  rate  of 
drug  metabolism,  the  use  of  g.el  filtra- 
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tion  as  a  measure  of  protein-binding 
has  been  investigated.  Gel  filtration  with 
Sephadex  as  partitioning  medium  has 
been  explored  by  several  workers  but 
existing  methods  have  disadvantages. 
The  authors  have  investigated  frontal 
analysis  of  protein-ligand  mixtures  on 
Sephadex  columns  and  find  that  the 
form  of  the  elution  boundaries  for  the 
drug-protein  mixtures  studied  (serum 
albumin  and  various  sulphonamides) 
conforms  to  the  simple  theory  for 
rapidly  reversible  equilibria.  Frontal 
analysis  thus  provides  a  valid  method 
for  measurement  of  protein  binding 
at  least  in  cases  such  as  the  sulphona- 
mides which,  while  showing  some  re- 
versible adsorption  on  the  Sephadex, 
have  adsorption  coefficients  which  are 
independent  of  concentration.  The 
method  combines  the  advantages  of 
speed,  simplicity,  economy  of  sample 
and  reasonable  precision. 
There  was  no  discussion. 

The  twenty-ninth  science  paper  was 
read  by  Mr.  Warburton  at  the  opening 
of  the  Wednesday  afternoon  sessions 
when  Professor  Stenlake  was  in  the 
chair. 

PHARMACEUTICAL  SEMI-SOLIDS 
Some  limitations  of  continuous  shear 
methods  for  their  study 

S.  S.  DAVIS,  E.  SHOTTON  and  B.  WAR- 
BURTON  (School  of  Pharmacy,  University 
of  London) 

Limitations  of  the  Ferranti  Shirley 
viscometer  are  reviewed  and  discussed. 
An  experimental  study  of  four  pharma- 
ceutical materials  indicates  that  the 
apparatus  is  restricted  to  a  qualitative 
use  for  semi-solids  because  of  efi'ects 
due  to  evaporation,  sweep  time  selec- 
tion and  shear  fracture.  When  the 
above  elTects  are  gross,  the  rheogranis 
demonstrate  obvious  peculiarities.  If 
they  are  slight,  they  could  escape  un- 
noticed physically  and  yet  lead  to  in- 
correct interpretation.  The  rheograms 
obtained  for  such  materials  are  not 
reproducible  for  a  once  sheared  sample 
and  hence  their  quantitative  interpre- 
tation would  be  meaningless.  Transient 
tests  or  oscillatory  studies  are  suggested 
as  alternative  methods  of  examination. 

Professor  J.  E.  Carless,  Chelsea, 
demonstrated  by  diagrams  a  device  of 
perspex  and  filter  paper  that  had  over- 
come evaporation  problems  arising  dur- 
ing the  evaluation  of  barium  sulphate 
suspensions. 

Mr.  Warburton  also  described  an 
apparatus  his  colleagues  had  investi- 
gated, but  thought  the  device  of 
Professor  Carless  might  be  better. 

Dr.  T.  M.  Jones,  Nottingham,  was 
told  that  the  authors  had  not  investi- 
gated additives.  The  subject,  said  Mr. 
Warburton,  was  daunting  in  view  of 
the  number  of  cross  effects  involved. 

He  believed  there  was  a  tenuous  link 
in  the  results  between  the  bases  such 
as  they  were  considering  and  the  high 
polymers. 

Dr.  C.  J.  Lewis,  Nottingham,  asked 
if  the  authors  had  looked  at  different 
soft  paraffins.  A  wide  range  of  physical 
properties  came  within  the  B.P.  stan- 
dard. "No,"  said  Mr.  Warburton.  It 
had  been  suggested  that  there  might  be 


12,  p.  360) 
a  case  for  introducing  a  rheological  tes 
in  the  standard  for  white  soft  parafRc 
but  they  did  not  yet  know  what  soi 
of  test. 

Next  contribution  was  read  by  th 
author. 

PROPYLIODONE  SUSPENSIONS 
Thixotropy  and  rheopexy  in  arachis  o 

B.  S.  CHAW  LA  (Glaxo  Lahoiaiories  Ltd 
Greenford,  Middlesex) 

Propyliodone  oily  injection.  B.Pj 
exhibits  thixotropy  or  shear  thinnin 
under  high  shear  rates  and  rheopex 
shear  thickening  under  low  shear  rate; 
The  rate  and  the  degree  of  rheopect 
build-up  of  structure  is  influenced 
the  particle  size,  the  effect  increasin; 
as  the  median  particle  size  is  reduce* 

Professor  J.  E.  Carless,  Chelse 
asked  whether  the  wide  distribution  (| 
particle  size  would  aft'ect  the  result 
Dr.  Chawla  pointed  out  that  three  ( 
his  samples  had  the  same  size  disti 
bution  and  standard  deviation.  Oi 
other  had  been  different  but  that  ol 
servation  did  not  allow  a  significa 
conclusion  to  be  drawn.  Anoth 
questioner  asked  whether  flow  throuf 
a  needle  would  be  affected  by  tl 
phenomena.  He  was  told  that  that  w 
so,  the  injection  had  to  flow  not  on 
through  the  needle  but  into  the  bronc 
and  bronchioles,  from  which  it  had 
be  drained.  It  was  therefore  subject* 
to  a  variety  of  stresses  in  use. 

FLUPHENAZINES 
Psychiatrists'  Symposium 

NEARLY  200  psychiatrists  attended' 
symposium  on  "Psychiatry  in  the  Coi 
munity"  held  in  Birmingham  duri 
September  as  a  result  of  co-opei 
tion  between  E.  R.  Squibb  &  Soi 
Ltd.;  Moreton,  Wirral,  Ches,  Birmir 
ham  Industrial  Therapy  Associati 
and  the  Birmingham  Branch  of 
National  Association  for  Men 
Health.  Aim  of  the  symposium  was 
draw  attention  to  the  latest  pham 
ceutical  and  environmental  devef 
ments  in  treatment  and  commun 
after-care  for  psychiatric  patients.  ] 
Neal  (All  Saints'  Hospital,  Birmi 
ham)  and  Dr.  N.  Capstick  (Grayli 
well  Hospital,  Chichester)  both  argi 
the  case  for  injections  rather  than  t 
lets  in  treating  schizophrenia.  "1 
long-acting  fluphenazines.  the  en 
thate  and  the  decanoate  [Moditer 
said  Dr.  Capstick,  "are  major  advan 
in  the  drug  treatment  of  schizophre 
in  their  ability  as  long-acting  int 
muscular  preparations."  Instead  of 
problems  of  taking  tablets  two  or  th 
times  a  day.  patients  had  one  inject 
every  few  weeks.  That  gave  closer 
hospital  and  drug  maintenance  af 
care  control,  and,  for  a  ward 
eighteen  patients,  saved  some  30  he 
of  nursing  time  in  a  fortnight. 
Neal  described  comparative  trials  at 
Saints'  Hospital,  in  which  twe 
chronic  schizophrenia  patients  recei 
fluphenazine  decanoate  for  five  we 
and  enanthate  during  the  next  f 
night.  The  effect  of  the  decanoate  la: 
seven  days  longer. 
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prices  given  are  those  obtained  hy  importers  or  mannfaclurers  for  bulk  q 
lies  have  to  be  added  whereby  values  are  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers 

Opiates. — Home  trade  prices  (per  kilo) 
(subject  to  D.D.A.  Regulations): — 


)Ni30N,  October  16:  The  price 
id  of  Benzoin  widened  during  the 
.  to  a  range  of  £23-£40  cwt.  Sup- 

of  Cardamoms  from  India  were 
:e  and  values  rose  considerably, 
holies  Cinnamon  bark  continued 
irrner  tone  while  some  users  were 
rted  to  be  switching  to  Ceylon 
s.  Forward  oilers  of  Ipecacuanha 
virtually  non-existent  and  spot 
ared  to  be  similarly  placed, 
use  Menthol  was  down  sixpence 
lb.  on  the  spot,  but  Sarsaparilla 

up  twopence.  Lycopodium  and 
)PHyllum  remained  scarce  with 
s  nominal.  Some  of  the  Senna 
.  and  Leaves  were  fractionally 
r. 

Essential  Oils  the  price  of 
)ngrass  rose  to  a  nominal  58s.  6d. 
kilo,  c.i.f.  Forward  Chinese  and 

ilian  Peppermint  were  down  two- 

c  lb. 

Pharmaceutical  Chemicals 

iiic  ACID. — (I2-ton  lots  in  bulk  per 
H.p.c.  glacial,  £85;  98-100  per  cent.; 
80  per  cent,  grades:  technical,  £68; 
£74. 

J  tysalicylic  acid. — (Per  kilo)  1,000 
9s.  2Jd.;  250-kilos,  10s.  Old. 

INACRINE    HYDROCHLORIDE.  £25  kilo. 

I'HETAMiNE. — BASE,  I50s.  per  kilo  in 
lots,  sulphate,  120s.;  dexamphf.ta- 
270s.  per  kilo  for  10  kilos. 
YLOBARBiTONE. — B.p.c.  is  68s.  6d .  per 
lor  less  than  100-kilo  lots;  sodium, 
,d. 

<bitone. — Under  50-kilos,  52s.  6d. 
sodium,  54s. 

mides. — Crystals  (per  kilo): — 


Under 
50  kilos 

50  kilos 

250  kilos 

S.  (/. 

s.  cl. 

s.  d. 

;iuM*... 

6  5 

5  10! 

5  8 

■1 

6  5 

5  10! 

5  8 

MUM  ... 

7  4 

6  91 

6  6 

'Powder  is  fourpence  per  kilo  more 
riNE.  —  (Per    oz.)    sulphate,  10s.; 
oiD,  12s.  6d.  for  100  oz.  upwards. 

iabarbital. — Under   50   kilos,  122s. 

idharbitone. — B.P.C.  86s.  per  kilo  for 
lan  100-kilo  lots. 

Rir  ACID. — Granular,  in  bags  (per 
in  single  deliveries,  1-4  cwt.  240s.; 
:wt.,  235s.;  1  ton,  226s.  Crystals  and 
i;r  plus  10s.  cwt.  Anhydrous  powder 

0  per  cent.  Lower  prices  for  contracts. 

AINE. — 35    oz.    lots  HYDROCHLORIDE, 

per  oz.,   ALKALOID,    115s.    per  oz. 
t  to  D.D.A.  Regulations. 
lobarbitone. — Under  25  kilos,  75s. 
lo.  Calcium,  75s.  per  kilo. 

cerophosphates. — Per  kilo  in  50 
ots;  CALCIUM,  b.p.c,  29s.  6d.;  iron 
3d.;  MAGNESIUM,  39s.  lid.;  manganese, 
d.;  potassium,  50  per  cent.,  b.p.c, 
SODIUM,  50  per  cent.,  b.p.c,  6s.  lid. 
||owder,  b.p.c,  1949,  22s.  lOd. ;  glycero- 
HORic  ACID,  20  per  cent.,  12s. 

ides. — (Per  kilo)  Potassium  (50  kilos) 
d.;  sodium  (25  kilos)  32s.  9d. 
iNE. — (Per  kilo  in  50-kilos);  B.P.,  27s. 
limed  35s.  3d. — crude  21s.  8d. 
oform. — (per  kilo)  powder,  50-kilos, 
crystals,  6s.  6d.  more. 
thylphenobarbitone. — B.p.c,  78s.  3d. 
lo  for  under  25-kilo  lots. 


1  kilo 
and  over 

Under 
I  kilo 

Code  inie 

(/. 

v. 

cl. 

ALKALOIO 

2,062 

0 

2,097 

0 

HYDROCHLORIDE 

1,798 

0 

1.833 

0 

PHOSPHATE 

1,569 

0 

1,604 

0 

SULPHATE 

1,798 

0 

1,833 

0 

Morphine 

ACET^TE 

1,904 

0 

1.939 

0 

alkaloid   

2,M8 

0 

2,353 

0 

HYDROCHLORIDE 

1,886 

0 

1,921 

0 

SL'LPHATE 

1,886 

0 

1.921 

0 

TARTRATE 

2.256 

0 

2,291 

0 

Ethylmorphine 

ALKALOID 

2,388 

0 

2,423 

0 

hydrochloride 

2.045 

0 

2,080 

0 

Diamorphine 

ALKALOID 

2.265 

0 

2.300 

0 

HYDROCHLORIDE 

2,071 

0 

2,106 

0 

Paraffins. — Prices  to  wholesale  distri- 
butors per  gall,  delivered  in  drums. — Liquid 
HEAVY  B.P.,  8s.  11  id.  for  over  5-drum  lots; 
5  drums  and  under  9s.  Old.  light  b.p., 
7s.  4Jd.  and  7s.  5id.  for  same  quantities. 
Technical  white:  light,  6s.  9d.  and  6s.  lOd.; 
MEDIUM,  7s.  lOd.  and  7s.  lid.  All  subiecl  to 
twopence  per  gall,  surcharge.  Drums 
charged  and  returnable.  Soft:  white 
nominally  £121-£131  ton  and  yfllow, 
£87-£106.  All  in  non-returnable  drums 
delivered. 

Pentobarbitone.  —  Less  than  100-kilo 
lots;  93s.  per  kilo  for  acid  and  98s.  for 

SODIUM. 

Phenazone. — 1-cwt.  lots,  9s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Phenobarbitone. — 50-kilo  lots,  55s.  3d. 
per  kilo,  sodium,  60s.  9d. 

Pholcodine. — 8-oz.  lots,  91s.  6d.  per  oz. 
(3,227s.  per  kilo). 

Potassium  acid  tartrate. — b.p.  in  one- 
ton  lots,  286s.  per  cwt.,  295s.;  1-cwt.  300s. 

Potassium  bicarbonate. — b.p.  powder, 
1  lOs.  per  cwt.  1-4  cwt.  lots  and  105s.  per  cwt. 
for  5-cwt.  and  over. 

Potassium  carbonate.  —  50-kilo  kegs 
6s.  7d.  per  kilo. 

Potassium  chloride.  —  Pure,  50-kilo 
sacks,  3s.  7id.  per  kilo. 

Quinalbarbitone. — sodium  and  acid  are 
99s.  for  less  than  25-kilo  lots. 

Ouinidinf. — sulphate,  £36  per  kilo 
for  15  kilos  (500-oz.)  lots  upwards,  alkaloid 
£40  kilo. 

Succinic  acid. — One-ton  £149  in  diums. 

Succinylsulphathiazole.  —  5-kilo  lots, 
46s.  per  kilo;  50-kilos,  45s.  kilo. 

Sulphacetamide. — 50-kilo  lots,  54s.  per 
kilo;  sodium,  55s. 

Sulphadiazine. — 50-kilo  lots,  46s.  8d. 
kilo. 

Sulphadimidine. — 50-kilo  lots  are  29s.  per 
kilo. 

Sulphaguanidine. — 100-kilo  lots,  about 
19s.  6d.  per  kilo. 

Sulphamerazine. — In  50-kilo  lots,  37s.  6d. 
per  kilo. 

Sulphamethizole. — b.p.  Under  50-kilos, 
85s.  per  kilo. 

Sulphanilamide. — 50-kilo  lots,  13s.  Id. 
per  kilo. 

Sulphapyridine. — 6-kilo  lots,  120s.  per 
kilo. 

Sulphathiazole. — 100  kilos,  39s.  per 
kilo;  50  kilos,  40s. 

Thioglycollic  acid. — Basic  rates  per  lb. 
97-98  per  cent.,  26-lb.  packs,  15s.  6d.;  75  per 
cent.,  lis.  6d.  ammonium  thioglycollate 
40  per  cent.,  pH  9.3  (24-lb.  packs),  7s.; 
monoethanolamine  thioglycollate,  pH  9.9 
40  per  cent.  10s.  2d.  All  carriage  paid  United 
Kingdom  and  subject  to  purchase  tax. 


uanlitics  or  original  packages.  Various 
receive  the  goods  into  stock. 

Crude  Drugs 

Benzoin. — b.p.c,  spot  £23  to  £40  per  cwt. 

Cardamoms. — Alleppy  greens.  20s.  lb., 
c.i.f.  Alleppy  prime  seed,  26s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 

Cinnamon. — Seychelles  bark,  400s.  cwt. 
spot,  nominal,  shipment  385s..  c.i.f.  Cevlon 
quills,  (lb.,  c.i.f.)  five  O's,  1  Is.  9d.;  four  0"s, 
10s.  6d.  firsts,  7s.;  quilllings,  4s.  Chips,  2s. 

Ginger. — (Per  cwt.) — Sierra  Leone,  250s. 
spot;  Cochin  360s.,  c.i.f.  New  crop  (Dec- 
Jan)  275s.,  c.i.f.  Jamaican  No.  3,  360s.  spot; 
Nigerian  split,  180s.,  spot;  peeled,  185s.  and 
160s.,  c.i.f.  162s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 

Ipecacuanha. — (Per  lb.).  Matto  Grosso, 
49s.  6d.  spot,  49s.,  c.i.f.  nominal:  Costa 
Rican,  61s.  to  62s.  spot;  57s.,  c.i.f.,  nominal. 
Colombian,  49s.  spot;  Nicaraguan.  54s.  6d. 
c.i.f. 

Jalap. — Mexican,  6s.  3d.  lb.  spot.  6s., 
c.i.f.,  Brazilian,  2s.  2d.  nominal;  2s.  Id. 
c.i.f. 

Karaya. — No.  2  f.a.q.  gum,  310s.  cwl. 
spot ;  285s.,  c.i.f. 

Kola  nuts. — West  African  halves  8id. 
lb.,  afloat,  8d.,  c.i.f. 

Lycopodium. — Spot,  37s.  6d.  lb.  nominal. 

Mace. — Grenada  No.  1,  spot,  9s.  6d.  lb. 

Menthol. — (lb.),  Chinese,  36s.  6d.,  spot; 
November-December,  32s.,  c.i.f.  Brazilian, 
29s.,  spot;  28s.,  c.i.f. 

Nutmegs. — (Per  lb.).  West  Indian  (c.i.f.) 
80"s,  4s.  lOd.;  sound  unsorted,  3s.  5d.,  defec- 
tives on  spot,  3s.  East  Indian  (c.i.f.)  80's, 
4s.  lOd.;  UO's,  4s.  Id.;  b.w.p.,  2s.  7Jd. 

Nux  vomica. — Shipment,  llOs.  cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Pepper. — Sarawak  white,  2s.  9d.,  spot; 
2s.  9Id.,  c.i.f.;  black,  2s.  2id.,  c.i.f. 

Podophyllum. — Emodi,  275s.  cwt.  nomi- 
nal spot  and  270s.,  c.i.f. 

Sarsaparilla. — Jamaican,  3s.  8d.  lb., 
spot;  3s.  Id.,  c.i.f.,  nominal. 

Seeds. — (Per  cwt.) — Anise. — China  star, 
300s.  nominal.  Caraway. — Dutch,  165s., 
spot.  Celery. — Indian,  280s.  nominal; 
262s.  6d..  c.i.f.  Coriander. — Moroccan, 
75s.;  Rumanian  whole,  80s.,  both  duty  paid. 
Moroccan  shipment  59s.,  c.i.f.  Cumin. — 
Iranian,  160s.,  duty  paid;  135s.,  c.i.f.  Dill. — 
Indian,  160s.  spot;  shipment,  150s.,  c.i.f. 
Fennel. — Chinese,  1 10s.,  duty  paid ;  97s.  6d. 
c.i.f.  Fenugreek. — Moroccan,  75s.,  duty 
paid;  shipment  58s.  6d.,  c.i.f.  Mustard. — 
English,  75s.  to  105s.,  as  to  quality. 

Senna. — (Per  lb.)  Tinnevelly  leaves  spot; 
Prime  No.  1,  2s.  2d.;  No.  3,  f.a.q..  Is.  4d.; 
shipment.  No.  3,  Is.  2d.,  c.i.f.  pods;  Tinn- 
evelly hand-picked,  spot,  2s.  8d.;  manufac- 
turing. Is.  9d.  Alexandria  hand-picked,  5s. 
to  7s.  as  to  grade;  manufacturinn  forward, 
2s.  2d.,  c.i.f.;  spot  2s.  4d. 

Turmeric. — Madras  finger,  spot,  easier  at 
280s.  cwt.;  shipment,  250s.,  c.i.f. 

Essential  and  Expressed  Oils 


Citronella. 
6s.   5d.,  c.i.f.; 
6s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 
4s.  lO.ld.,  c.i.f. 

Lemongrass 
58s.  6d.,  c.i.f.. 

Peppermint.- 
1  Is.,  spot;  10s 
spot,  10s.  6d., 
to  47s.  6d.;  Ita 


•Ceylon,  6s.  6d.  per  lb.  spot, 
Formosan,  6s.,  in  bond; 
Chinese,  4s.  lOld..  in  bond; 

. — Spot,  51s.  6d.  kilo  nominal; 
nominal. 

— (Per  lb.).  Arvenis:  Chinese 
.  9d.,  c.i.f.  Brazilian.  10s.  9d., 
c.i.f.  American  Piperita,  40s. 
lian,  95s. 


UNITED  STATES  REPORT 

New  York,  October  15:  A  threaten- 
ed dock  strike  at  East  and  Gulf  coast 
ports  has  tightened  supplies  of  Crude 
Drugs  including  Tragacanth  but  prices 
remained  unchanged. 
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No.  4700 

CELPHEDE,  924,  231.  by  Warner,  Harvey  & 
Co.,  Ltd.,  London,  W.l.  For  cosmetics, 
non-medicafed  toilet  preparations,  nail  polish 
removing  preparations,  nail  polish,  per- 
jutnes,  soap,  preparations  for  the  hair,  eau- 
de-Cologne,   essential  oils  and  dentifrices  (3) 

EMMA  PHILLIPS  (device),  924,420.  by  Emma 
Phillips.  Bromley.  Kent.  For  perfitmes,  non- 
medicated  toilet  preparations,  cosmetic  pre- 
parations, preparations  for  the  hair,  depila- 
tory preparations,  soaps  and  essential  oils; 
and  toilet  articles  (3) 

KLENZAD,  898,234,  by  Economics  Labora- 
tory, Inc,  Saint  Paul,  Minnesota,  U,S.A. 
For  bactericides,  gertnicides  and  disinfectants; 
sanitary  chemical  substances;  and  prepara- 
tions for  deodorising  the  air  (5) 

PIERRE  ROBERT  LdB  (device),  B907,268, 
by  Monsieur  Robert,  A.B.,  Malmo,  C. 
Sweden.  For  pharmaceutical  preparations  and 
substances;  deodorants;  and  chemical  pre- 
parations atid  substances  for  hygiene  (5) 

GYNAFORM,  913.955.  by  Mediline.  A.G.. 
Lucerne.  Switzerland.  For  pharmaceutical 
preparations   for   use   in   gynaecology  (5) 

NILZAN,  914,584,  by  Janssen  Pharmaceutical, 
N.V.,  Beerse,  Belgium.  For  pharmaceutical 
preparations  for   veterinary  use  (5) 

AROPENE.  917.914,  GREENZIT,  B917.916,  by 
J.  R.  Geigy.  A.G.,  Basle.  Switzerland.  For 
preparations  for  killing  weeds  and  destroying 
vermin,  insecticides,  larvicides,  fungicides 
and  pesticides  (5) 

SPOTTON,  B918.162,  by  Farbenfabriken  Bayer. 
A.G..  Leverkusen.  Germany.  For  prepara- 
tions for  protecting  and  preserving  plants; 
insecticides,  fungicides,  weed  killing  pre- 
parations, vermin  destroying  preparations; 
and  insect  repelling  preparations  for  human 
and  veterinary  use  (i) 

PHAZYME,  918,430.  by  Stafford-Miller.  Ltd.. 
Hatfield,  Herts.  For  pharmaceutical  and 
tnedicinal  preparations,  all  being  or  contain- 
ing enzymes  (5) 

TIMODINE,  920,679.  by  Lloyd's  Pharmaceuti- 
cals, Ltd.,  London,  W.l.  For  pharmaceutical, 
veterinary  and  sanitary  preparations  and 
suhstatjces  (5) 

POLLENA,  923.400,  by  "Ciech"  Centrala 
Importowo-Eksportowa  Chemikalii,  S.p.z.o.o., 
Warsaw,  Poland.  For  medical  and  surgical 
plasters;  and  materials  prepared  for  bandag- 
ing (5) 

SANDACTHID,  925,737,  by  Sandoz  Products, 
Ltd,,  Horstorth,  Leeds,  Yorks.  For  phar- 
maceutical products  (5) 

HUNGREX.  925,813,  by  B.E.P.  Laboratories, 
Waltham  Cross,  Herts.  For  pharmaceutical 
preparations  being  appetite  depressants  (5) 

GOKO,  903,573,  by  Goko  Shoji,  K.K.,  Kana- 
gawa-Ken,  Japan.  For  photographic,  cine- 
ttiatographic,  optical  and  recording  appara- 
tus and  instruments  and  parts  and  fittings 
(9) 

TERMACOBB,  908,276.  by  Cobble  Labora- 
tory, K.K,,  Tokyo,  Japan.  For  optical, 
photographic,  cinematographic  and  measur- 
ing  apparatus  and  instruments;   etc.  (9) 

STARFILE,  B918,351,  by  Kodak.  Ltd..  Lon- 
don. W.C.2.  For  photographic,  cinemato- 
graphic and  optical  apparatus  and  instru- 
ments and  parts  and  fittings  (9) 

SPEEDTRON,  924,320,  by  Boots  Pure  Drug 
Co.,  Ltd..  Nottingham.  For  photographic 
instrunietits  and  apparatus  and  parts  and 
fittings  (9) 

SUBACONE,  922,758,  by  William  Freeman  & 
Co.,  Ltd.,  Staincross,  nr.  Barnsley,  Yorks. 
For  surgical,  dental  and  medical  apparatus 
and  instruments;  bottles  and  containers,  all 
for  feeding  purposes;  teats  and  valves,  all 
for  feeding  bottles;  and  soothers  and  teeth- 
ing rings,  all  for  babies  (10) 

SUREGRIP,  3899,879.  by  London  Rubber  Co., 
Ltd.,  London,  E.C.2.  HOSTESS.  926.181, 
by  Latex  Surgical  Products.  Ltd.,  London. 
E.8.  For  rubber  gloves  for  domestic  and 
household  purposes  (other  than  bottling 
gloves)  (21) 


VANESSA,  924.390,  by  Tolio  Giken,  K.K.. 
Tokyo,  Japan.  For  photographic,  cinemato- 
graphic and  optical  apparatus  and  instru- 
ments, and  parts  and  fittings  (9) 

"Trade  Marks  Journal,'*  October  2, 
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SAKAMILS,  926.346.  by  Parke,  Davis  &  Co., 
At  the  River,  Detroit  32,  Michigan,  U.S.A. 
and  Hounslow,  Middlesex.  For  artificial 
sweetening  agents  ( 1 ) 

ROUX  PLATINUM  PLUS  (device)  B903,176, 
by  Roux  International,  Ltd.,  Dublin  5, 
Ireland.  For  cosmetic  and  non-medicated 
toilet  preparations;  preparations  for  the  hair 
and  hydrogen  peroxide  (not  for  phartnaceu- 
tical  purposes)  (3) 

CHRLSTIAN  DIOR  (device).  895,864-65  by 
Parlums  Christian  Dior,  Paris  8e,  France. 
For  non-ntedicated  toilet  preparations  and 
cosmetics,  perfumes,  eau  de  Cologne,  pre- 
parations for  the  hair  ami  perfumed  soaps  (3) 

CHERI,  B872,608,  by  Marwell  Hauge,  A.S., 
Oslo.  Norway.  For  toilet  soaps,  perfumes, 
cosmetics,  lipsticks,  essential  oils,  hair  lotions, 
non-medicated  bath  preparations;  denti- 
frices ( 3 ) 

JENAPHARM,  (device),  B91 1,932,  by  Veb 
Jenapharm,  Jena,  Germany.  For  soaps,  per- 
fumes, non-medicated  toilet  preparations,  cos- 
metic preparations,  and  essential  oils  (3) 

FRANCES-MAY  CARNEGIE,  910.782,  by 
Frances-May  Carnegie,  S.A.,  Puidoux,  Swit- 
zerland. For  soaps,  perfumes,  non-medicated 
toilet  preparations,  cosmetic  preparations  and 
hair  lotions  (3) 

SEBO  SET,  B912,979,  by  L'Oreal,  Paris. 
France.  For  hair  setting  and  hair  fixing 
preparations  (3) 

RIMMEL  STRAWBERRY  ICE.  914,298.  by 
Rimmel.  Ltd.,  London,  W.I.  For  costfietics 
(3) 

RAGGEDY  ANN'S,  914,877.  by  Faultless 
Starch  Co.,  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  U,S,A. 
For  cosmetic  preparations,  non-medicated 
toilet  preparations,  preparations  for  laundry 
use  attd  cleaning  preparations  (3) 

DUCKY  SOAPS,  B9 17,475,  by  Studio  Girl- 
Hollywood,  Ltd.,  Havant,  Hants.  For  soaps 
(3) 

VADEMECUM  SWEDISH  WHITE.  919.190, 
by  Barnagens  Tekniska  Fabrikers,  A.B., 
Stockholm-Bromma,  Sweden,  For  detttifrices; 
preparations  for  cleaning  artificial  teeth;  and 
nott-medicated  toilet  preparations  for  the 
tnouth  (3) 

BABYMED,  920,843,  by  Intec  Proprietaries, 
Ltd,,  Morden,  Surrey.  For  soaps,  perfumes, 
essential  oils,  cosmetics;  preparations  for  the 
hair;  detttifrices;  toilet  preparations  and 
toilet  articles,  all  for  babies  (3) 

PEARLS  OF  SULTRI.  921.946.  by  Studio  Girl- 
Hollywood,  Ltd..  Havant,  Hants.  For  per- 
fumes, non-tnedicated  toilet  preparations,  cos- 
metic preparations,  dentifrices,  depilatory 
preparations,  toilet  articles,  sachets  for  use 
in  waving  the  hair,  shampoos,  soap  and 
essential  oils  (3) 

EPAULET,  923,997,  PORTFOLIO,  B923,998, 
SEASCAPE,  923,999,  STEEPLECHASE, 
924,000,  TISKET-TASKET,  924,001  and 
UNDERCURRENT,  924,002,  by  Avon  Cos- 
metics, Ltd,,  Northampton.  For  cosmetic 
preparations  and  non-medicated  toilet  prepara- 
tions (3) 

VITACALM,  906,012,  by  Beecham  Food  and 
Drink  Division,  Brentford,  Middlesex,  For 
medicated  beverages;  and  beverages  for  in- 
fants' and  invalids'  and  for  dietetic  purposes 
(5) 

LEMZEL,  908,332,  by  Beecham  Proprietary 
Medicines,  Brentford,  Middlesex,  For  phar- 
maceutical preparations  and  substances,  all 
being  letnon  flavoured  (5) 

ERBALAX,  B908.637.  by  Carlo  Erbo,  S.p.A., 
Milan,  Italy.  For  pharmaceutical  and  veterin- 
ary preparations  and  substances,  all  having 
laxative  properties  (5) 

ZENDIUM.  914,435,  by  Intec  Proprietaries, 
Ltd.,  Morden,  Surrey,  For  medicated  pre- 
parations for  the  scalp  attd  the  skin;  anti- 
perspirants,  deodorants,  and  tnedicated  pre- 
parations for  the  mouth  (5) 

DECLOQUINE,  916,980,  by  Sterwin,  AG., 
Zug,  Switzerland.  For  pharmaceutical  pre- 
parations and  substances  (5) 


AGORENE,  916,473,  by  J.  R.  Geigy.  A.G.I 
Basle,  Switzerland.  For  preparations  fo 
killing  weeds  and  destroying  vermin;  insecfii 
cides,  larvicides,  futjgicides  and  pesticides  (51 

IMFERON  with  letters  TDI  (device! 
B917, 109-110,  by  Fisons  Pharmaceutical!- 
Ltd.,  Loughborough.  Leics.  For  pharmii 
ceutical,  veterinary  and  sanitary  substances 
infants'  and  invalids'  foods;  medical  an 
surgical  plasters;  material  prepared  for  band 
ging;  and  disitjfectatits  (5) 

ROWAGASTRIT,    917,601,    by  Rowa-Wagne 
K.G..  Bensburg.  nr.  Cologne.  Germany.  Fo 
phartnaceutical    and    veterinary  preparatio 
and  substances,  all  for  use  in  the  treatmei', 
of    disorders    of    the    gastric    and  digesti 
systems  (5) 

ELVON.  918,159,  by  Farbenfabriken  Bayei 
A.G.,  Leverkusen,  Germany.  For  prepare 
tions  for  protecting  and  preserving  plant 
insecticides,  fungicides,  weed-killing  prepare 
tions,  vermin  destroying  preparations;  inse 
repelling  preparations  for  human  and  veterit 
ary  use  (5) 

ESKAVERM,  918.829,  by  Smith  Kline 
French  Laboratories,  Ltd,,  Welwyn  Garde 
City,  Herts.  For  pharmaceutical,  veterinat 
and  sanitary  substances;  preparations  ft 
killing  weeds  and  destroying  vermin  (5) 

M  (device).  B9 19.232,  by  Safety  and  First  A 
Services  (Safe-Aid),  Ltd..  Liverpool  15,  Lane 
For  cleansing  pads,  tissues  and  swabs,  a 
being  medicated;  material  prepared  f 
bandaging;  medical  and  surgical  plasters  ar, 
dressings;  compresses;  medicated  cellulos 
wool;  lint  and  tissues,  all  for  medic 
purposes;  and  gauze  for  dressings  (5) 

PARDEC,    919,720.    by    Parke.    Davis   &  Co 
At  the  River.   Detroit  32,   Michigan,  U,S, 
For    pharmaceutical    preparations    and  sui 
stances  for  humatt  and  veterinary  use  (5) 

SPINCAP,  921,060,  by  Fisons  Pharmaceutical 
Ltd.,  Loughborough,  Leics,  For  pharmace< 
tical  veterinary  and  sanitary  substances, 
fonts'  and  ittvalids'  food;  disinfectants, 
in  capsule  form;  plasters  and  material  f 
bandaging,  all  for  medical  or  surgical  pu 
poses  (5) 

HEYHO.  922.966,  by  Zimclean,  Ltd..  StainC 
Middlesex.  For  deodorants,  air  freshenii 
and  air  purifying  preparations  (5) 

NAPPIFAX,  923.145.  by  Wellcome  Foundatio 
Ltd..  London.  N.W.I.  For  dermatologic 
ointments  being  pharmaceutical  preparatioi 
for  application  to  infants  (5) 

DERMOFORMO,    923.903,    by   Allen   &  Ha' 
burys,  Ltd..  London.  E.2.  For  pharmaceutic 
preparations   attd  substances   for  use  in 
treatment  of  the  skin  (5) 

CELPHEDE.  924,232,  by  Warner,  Harvey 
Co,,  Ltd,,  London,  W.l.  For  pharmaceutic^ 
veterinary  and  sanitary  substances  and  pi 
parations;  tnedicated  preparations  for  t. 
treatment  of  the  scalp,  feet  and  the  ski 
deodorants  and  anti-perspirant  preparatior. 
germicides,   bactericides  and  disinfectants 

SUMACRAFT.  924.879.  by  Joseph  Crosfie 
&  Sons.  Ltd.,  Warrington,  Lanes.  For  disi 
fectants  and  sanitary  substances  (5) 

UMACTONE,  925,277,  by  Crookes.  Laboi 
tories.  Ltd.,  Basingstoke.  Hants.  For  ph 
maceutical  preparations  containing  hormori 
(5) 

VITIME.  926.175.  by  Smith  Kline  &  Frenc 
Laboratories.  Ltd.,  Welwyn  Garden  Ci 
Herts.  For  phartnaceutical,  vetet-inary  a 
sanitary  preparations  and  substances,  pi 
parations  for  killing  weeds  and  destroyi 
vermin;  disinfectants  (5) 

LADY  SCHICK.  B918,793.  by  Schick  Electr 
Inc.,  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  U.S. A,  F 
hairdrying  tnachines  for  female  use,  ct 
parts  and  fittings  (7) 

CANO  VISION.  920.137,  by  Canon  Catnf 
Co..  Inc..  Tokyo.  Japan.  For  photograph 
elect  opho  tog  raphic,  cinetnatographic 
optical  cjpparatus;  projectors  and  projecti 
screens  and  parts  and  fittings,  spectac 
and  optical  glass;  etc.  (9) 

AMPLIVOX  POWERVOX.  915,565,  by  Amf 
vox,  Ltd.,  Wembley,  Middlesex,  For  heari 
aids  for  the  deaf,  to  be  worn  behind 
ear  (10) 

ZOSAC,  924.993,  by  Seton  Products,  Lt 
Oldham,  Lanes.  For  ileo-colostomy  bags  ( 
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COMING  EVENTS 

Items  for  inclusion  under  this  headiuK  should  be  sent  in  time  to  reach 
(he  Editor  not  later  than  Hrst  post  on  Wednesday  of  the  week  of  insertion. 


PATENTS 

COMPLETE  SPECIFICATIONS  ACCEPTED 
From  the  "Official  Journal  (Patents)," 
October  2 

Absorbent  articles  for  hygienic,  therapeutic 
and  phisiotherapeiitic  uses.  Soc.  Rhovyl. 
1,133,214. 

therapeutic    radioactive    source    and  method 

of    manufacture    therefor.  Hazelton-Nuclear 

.Science  Corporation,  1,133.219. 
Purification    of    penicillins.    Beecliam  Group, 

1  td,    1,133, .341, 
'ropellani  compositions.  Revlon,  Inc.  1,133,369. 
Coloured    wavesetting    lacquers    and  lotions. 

L'Oreal.  1,133,373, 
',-,Amino-penicillins.     Beecham     Group,  Ltd. 

1.133.448. 

flandages.  T.  J.  Smith  &  Nephew,  Ltd. 
1.133.473. 

lalogen-containing  thio-phosphorus  esters  and 
their  use  as  insecticides  and  acaricides.  Staul- 
I  Icr  Chemical  Co.  1,133,511. 
Wudation  aerosol  compo.sition.  Merck  &  Co., 
'  Inc.  1,133.553. 

evice  for  the  insertion  of  hypodermic  needles. 
E.  Valentin.  1.133,555. 

vaporation  of  liquid  from  solutions  con- 
taining dis.soh'ed  salts.  G.  S.  Light.  1,133.575. 

pparatus  for  dispensing  chemical  dosing 
solutions.  E.  W.   Mulcahy.  1,133,653. 

wo-piece  capsules.  R.  P.  Scherer  Corporation. 
1,133,715. 

itish  patent  specifications  relating  to  the 
ove  will  be  obtainable  (price  4s.  6d.  each) 
m  the  Patents  Office.  25  Southampton 
lildings.  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C,2, 
m  November  13. 

From  tlie  "Official  Journal  (Patents)," 
October  9 

\)ating  of  tablets.  National  Research  Develop- 
nent  Corporation.  1,133,770. 
'cidal    compositions    and    active  ingredients 
therefor.    Imperial    Chemical    Industries  of 
Australia  &  New  Zealand,   Ltd.  1,133,778. 
armaceutical  compositions.    Imperial  Chemi- 
:al  Industries,  Ltd,  1,133,800, 
mplex   of   zinc   ethylene  his-dithiocarbamate 
ind  the  use  thereof  as  a  fungicide.  Badische 
nilin-&   Soda-Fabrik,    A.G.  1,133.844. 
rmaceuiical    compositions    cotnprising  dex- 
an     and     cellulose     ethers.     Upjohn  Co. 
,133,845. 

uid  detergent  cotnpo.sitions.  Unilever.  Ltd. 
,133,870. 

icillins.  Beecham  Group,  Ltd.  1.133.886. 
npositions  and  methods  for  controlling  plant 
owth.    Fujisawa   Pharmaceutical   Co.  Ltd. 
.133.902. 

ess  for  obtaining  tocopherols.  General  Mills, 

c,  1,133,903. 

traceptive  device.   C.  E.  Taylor,  1,133.905. 
duction  of  syrups  of  low  dextrose  equiva- 
nt.   A.   E.   Staley   Mfg.    Co.  1.133.914. 
-ycryptine.  Farmaceutici  Italia.  1,133,916, 
•ess   for   the   manufacture   of   a  distemper 
ccine.    Behringwerke.   A.G.  1,133,958. 
ophylline   derivatives,   their   .salts  and  pro- 
ss  for  preparing  the  same.  Chugai  Seiyaku, 
K.  1,133,989, 

aralus  and  method  for  determining  thyroid 
nction.  E.  R.  Squibb  &  Sons,  Inc. 
134,064. 

suhstiluted-4-oxo-A\ueroids.  British  Drug 
ouses.  Ltd,  1,134,071, 

substituted  .steroids.   British  Drug  Houses, 

d,  1,134,072, 

Ikyl-    and  ifi-aryl-sulphonyloxy-t^-steroids. 
itish  Drug  Houses,   Ltd.  1.134,073. 
~idal   compositions.    Monsanto  Chemicals, 
J.  1,134,118. 

sweating  lipstick  formulation.  Mearl  Cor- 
ration.  1,134,170, 

en    concentrated    milk-acidulating  culture. 
as,   Pfizer  &  Co..   Inc.  1,134,199, 
■illins.   Beecham   Group,   Ltd,  1,134,237, 
ainer.    Bristol-Myers    Co,  1,134,307. 
infammatory  pharmaceutical  compositions. 
ndipharma,  A,G.  1,134,431. 
h    patent    specifications    relating    to  the 
will  be  obtainable  (price  4s.   6d.  each) 
the    Patents    Office,     25  Southampton 
ings.    Chancery    Lane,    London,  W.C.2, 
Movember  20. 


Monday,  October  21 

COLCHE.STER    BRANCH,    PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY, 

Red  Lion  hotel,  Colchester,  at  8.15  p.m. 
Dr.  M.  A.  Smith,  on  •'Dermatology."  (Re- 
fresher course.) 
Gun  DFORD  Branch,  Pharmaceuticai  Society, 
Visit  to  College  of  Law,  Braboeuf  Manor, 
St,  Catherines,  Portsmouth  Road,  Guildford, 
at  7,30  p.m. 

Retail  Alliance,  St.  Enoch  hotel,  Glasgow, 
at  7.30  p.m.  Decimalisation  meeting  for  re- 
tailers. 

University  of  London,  Royal  Postgraduate 
Medical  School  of  London.  150  Du  Cane 
Road,  London,  W,I2,  at  6  p,m,  Dr,  M,  D. 
A.  Vickers  (Dudley  Road  Hospital.  Birming- 
ham) on  "Cholinesterases  and  their  Inhi- 
bitors." 

Tuesday,  October  22 

Ayrshire  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Savoy  Park  hotel,  Ayr,  at  7.30  p.m.  Mr. 
C.  C,  B.  Stevens  (a  member  of  Council)  on 
"Legal  side  of  R.P.M." 

Cardiff  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Royal  hotel,  Cardiff,  at  7.30  p.m.  Speaker: 
Mr.    J.    Rowley   (controller,    B.B,C,  Wales). 

Chesterfield  Branc  h,  Pharma(  eutical  So- 
ciety, Devonshire  Arms  hotel,  Hasland,  at 
8  p.m.  Comments  on  Branch  representatives' 
and  Branch  secretaries'  meetings  and  dis- 
cussions  of   future  programme. 

Lancaster,  Morecambe  and  Westmorland 
Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Lecture 
theatre.  College  of  Art,  Lancaster,  at  7,30 
p,m,  Mr,  D,  Pole  (Kodak,  Ltd,)  on  "Colour 
for  Everyone." 

Manchester  Productivity  As.sociation,  Man- 
chester Literary  and  Philosophical  Society,  36 
George  Street,  Manchester,  at  7,30  p,m.  Mr. 
G.  R.  Whalley  (Cussons  Group.  Ltd.)  on 
"Quality  and  Reliability  in  Manufacturing 
Toiletries."   (Pharmacists  invited.) 

North  Staffordshire  Branih,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Medical  institute,  Hartshill,  Stoke- 
on-Trent,  at  8  p.m.  Dr.  A,  D,  Cull  on  "Coro- 
nary Artery  Disease  —  Cause  and  Effects." 
(Lecture  course.) 

University  of  London,  Institute  of  Child 
Health.  Guildford  Street,  London,  W,C.l, 
at  5.30  p.m.  Professor  M.  F.  A.  Woodruff 
(Edinburgh)  on  "Antilymphocytic  Serum." 

Wednesday,  October  23 

Bournemouth  Brani  h,  Pharmaceutic  al  Society, 
Medical  centre,  Boscombe,  at  1,15  p.m,  Drs. 
G.  Caplin  and  J.  Henneman  on  "Chest  Pain 
in  General  Practice."  At  Cornelia  nurses' 
hostel.  Poole.  Dr.  E.  A.  Cornick  on  "The 
National  Health  Service:  Administrative 
Structure  of  Medical  and  Related  Services." 

Bournemouth  and  Souihampton  Branches, 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  Rose  and  Crown 
hotel,  Brockenhurst,  at  7.30  p.m.  Skittles 
match. 

Edinburgh  and  South-eastern  ScOTrisH 
Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Carlton 
hotel.  North  Bridge.  Edinburgh,  at  8  p.m. 
Wine  and  cheese  evening. 

Leeds  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Park- 
way hotel.  Leeds,  at  7.30  p.m.  Annual  din- 
ner and  dance. 

Past  Students'  Association,  School  of  Phar- 
macy, Portsmouth  College  of  Technology, 
Curzon  rooms.  London  Road.  Waterlooville, 
Hants,  at  7.30  p.m.  Annual  reunion  dinner. 

Retail  Alliance,  Green  Dragon  hotel.  Broad 
Street,  Hereford,  at  7.45  p.m.  Decimalisation 
meeting  for  retailers. 

Slough  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Castle  hotel.  Windsor,  at  7.15  p.m.  Annual 
dinner  and  dance. 

Worcester  City  and  County  Branch.  Phar- 
maceutical Society,  Raven  hotel,  Droitwich, 
at  7,30  p,m.  Annual  dinner  and  dance. 

University  of  London,  Institute  of  Neurology, 
Oueen  Square,  London,  W.C.I,  at  7  p.m. 
Professor  P.  B.  Bradley  (Birmingham)  on 
"Central  Actions  of  Drugs." 


Thursday,  October  24 

Blackpool  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Imperial  hotel,  Blackpool,  at  7.45  p.m.  Mr. 
M.  L.  McGrath  (superintendent,  Preston  Pres- 
cription Pricing  Bureau)  on  "Pricing  Ques- 
tions." 

Bristol  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Dyrham  lodge,  16  Clifton  Park,  Bristol,  8, 
at  7,30  p,m.  Sergeant  Hawkins  (Vice  Squad) 
on  "Drugs  and  the  Law," 

Chelsea  Collec^e  of  Science  and  Technology, 
Manresa  Road,  London,  S,W,3,  at  7  p.m. 
Professor  M.  Ginsburg  on  "Drug  Tolerance." 
(Lecture  course.) 

Chemical  Society  and  Royal  Institute  of 
Chemistry.  Flintshire  College  of  Technology, 
Connah's  Quay,  at  5.30  p.m.  Dr.  L.  F. 
Wiggins  (Aspro-Nicholas,  Ltd.)  on  "Gentamy- 
cin  and  other  Amino  .Sugar  Antibiotics." 

Finchllv  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Selbourne  hall,  London,  N,14,  at  7,15  p.m. 
Annual  dinner  and  dance. 

Leeds  Branch,  Naiional  Pharmaceutical 
Union,  Griffin  hotel.  Leeds,  at  8  p,m,  Mr. 
J.  McClenahan  (assistant  secretary,  N,P.L'.) 
on  "Business  Services  of  the  N.P.U." 

London  Branch,  Guild  of  Public  Pharma- 
cists, Chelsea  College  of  Science  and  Tech- 
nology, Manresa  Road,  London,  S.W.3,  at 
7.30  p.m.  Mr.  N.  D.  Harris  on  "Radioactive 
Isotopes  in  Pharmacy  and  Medicine." 

South-fast  London  Chemists'  As.sociation. 
Yorkshire  Grey  hotel,  London,  S,E,9,  at 
7,30  p.m.  Dance  in  aid  of  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  Benevolent  Fund. 

Worthing  and  West  Sussex  Branch,  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  Cricketers  hotel,  Broad- 
water at  8  p.m.  Mr.  N.  J.  Van  Abbe  (chair- 
man, toxicology  subcommittee.  Society  of 
Cosmetic  Chemists)  on  "Experiences  in  Basic 
Research  on   Cosmetics  and  Toiletries." 

Friday,  October  25 

Croydon  Branc  hes.  Pharmac  eutical  Society 
and  National  Pharmaceutical  Union,  Grey- 
hound hotel.  Park  Lane.  Croydon,  at  8  p,m. 
Mr,  D.  N.  Sharpe  (a  member  of  the  Society's 
Council  and  the  N.P.U.  Executive)  on 
"Council  and  N.P.U.  —  As  I  See  Them." 

Saturday,  October  26 

National  Chamber  of  Trade,  Hydro  hotel. 
Peebles.  Autumn  conference.  Until  October 
29. 

Advance  Information 

International  Display  Market  Week,  Gros- 
venor  House.  Park  Lane,  London,  W.l,  Febru- 
ary 24-27,  1969. 

Oil  and  Colour  Chemists'  Association 
Technical  Exhibition,  Alexandra  Palace,  Lon- 
don. N.22.  March  24-28,  1969. 

Retail  Alliance.  Meetings  for  retailers  on 
the  change  to  decimal  currency  are  being  held 
at  Moor  Lodge  hotel.  Branston,  Lincoln,  on 
October  28:  Town  hall,  Burrow-in-Furness, 
Lanes,  on  October  30  and  Bull  and  Royal 
hotel,  Preston,  Lanes,  on  October  31,  all  at 
7,45  p,m. 

South-west  London  Chemists'  Association, 
Ardington  rooms,  London,  S.W.ll.  October 
30.  at  6.45  p.m.  Annual  dinner  and  dance. 
Tickets  (price  £2  5s.  each)  are  available  from 
Mr.  K.  Raymond,  28  Rollscourt  Avenue, 
London,  S.E,24, 

Courses  and  Conferences 

National  Conferenc  l  h>r  Young  People 
at  Work,  Royal  Albert  Hall,  London,  S.W.7, 
at  10.30  p.m.  on  December  17.  Conference 
for  young  persons  aged  16-21  and  already  at 
work  with  the  aim  of  stimulating  in  partici- 
pants a  realisation  of  how  to  improve  their 
performance  and  to  increase  interest  through- 
out industry  and  commerce  in  the  better 
training  of  young  people.  Organised  by  the 
Industrial  Society,  Robert  Hyde  House,  48 
Bryanston  Square,  London,  W,l,  8  AH,  ifrom 
whom  further  particulars  should  be  obtained. 
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PRINT  AND  PUBLICITY 

A  NEW  edition  of  their  booklet  for 
mothers,  "'Cradle  Days,"  has  been 
introduced  by  Trufood.  Ltd.,  London 
Road.  Guildford,  Surrey.  Although 
dealing  mainly  with  bottle  feeding,  the 
booklet  includes  a  brief  section  on 
mixed  feeding  and  sets  out  the  main 
selling  points  of  Trufood  products. 

PRESS  ADVERTISING 

AsHTON  Brothers  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  29  Portland 
Street,  Manchester,  I  :  Zorbit  terry  nappies, 
cot  sheets  and  baby  towels.  In  women's  and 
specialist  magazines. 

Scott  &  Bowne,  Ltd.,  50  Upper  Brook  Street. 
London.  W.l:  Sta-blond.  In  Rave,  Honey, 
Hers,  Nineteen,  Jackie,  Mitahelle  and  Petti- 
coate. 

ToNi  Co.,  Ltd.,  IOI  Syon  Lane,  Isleworth, 
Middlesex:  Three-page  "colour  spectacular" 
in  Woman  October  19  issue  promoting  the 
company's  whole  hair  colourant  product 
range. 

PUBLICATIONS 
Booklets  and  leaflets 

BuRROUGH-S  Machines,  Ltd..  Heathrow  House, 
Bath  Road.  Cranford,  Hounslow,  Middle- 
sex: "The  ABC  of  Decimalisation"  (8-p. 
brochure). 

DasT  Control  Equipment,  Ltd..  Thurmaston. 

Leicester,   LE4  8HP :    "Drytex  Mk.  2  (DT6) 

unit  dust  collector"  (leaflet). 
HiLGER  &  Watts,  Ltd.,  98  St.  Pancras  Way, 

Camden    Road.    London,    N.W.I:     D  601/ 

D    602    prism    and   grating  monochromators 

(leaflet  CH  462/2,  pp.  12). 
Johnsons    or    Hendon,    Ltd.,    Hendon  Way, 

London.    N.W.4:     "Zeiss    Ikon — Voigtlander 

reflex  cameras"   (20-p.  booklet). 
Revlon  International  Corporation,  86  Brook 

Street.    London,    W.l:     "The    Romance  of 

Fragrance  by  Revlon"   (16-p.  booklet). 
RiMMEL   International,    Ltd.,    140  Tottenham 

Court    Road.    London,    W.l;     "A  Personal 

Guide    to    Beauty"    (20-p.  booklet). 

Catalogues  and  Lists 

Burroughs  Welkoml  &  Co.  (Wellcome  Foun- 
dation. Ltd.).  P.O.  Box  129.  Wellcome  Build- 
ing. 183  Huston  Road.  London.  N.W.I. 
September  1968  retail  price  list  (includes  the 
company's    tablet    identification  codes). 

WORLD  TRADE 

Philippines  refuse  to  Handle  British 
Ships. — Dock  workers  in  the  Philip- 
pines decided  on  September  30  to  be- 
gin to  refuse  to  unload  and  load  car- 
goes on  all  British  and  Malaysian  ships 
calling  at  Manila's  harbours. 

First  Indian  Polio  Vaccine. — The 
Pasteur  Institute  of  Southern  India, 
Coonoor.  celebrated  its  diamond 
jubilee  on  September  6,  by  offering  its 
first  batch  of  polio  vaccine  made  in 
the  country.  Previously  the  vaccine 
used  in  India  had  been  imported. 


Prescribers 
Press 

What  doctors  are  reading  about  developments 
in  drugs  and  treatments 

ORAL  treatment  with  vitamin  Bi-  is 
clearly  a  possible  alternative  to  paren- 
teral therapy  for  perhaps  a  majority  of 
patients  with  pernicious  anaemia,  claim 
workers  at  the  University  and  Royal 
Infirmary,  Manchester.  Their  claim  is 
based  on  the  study  of  haemoglobin 
and  serum-vitamin-B„  levels  in  two 
groups  of  patients  maintained  on  oral 
therapy  with  desiccated  stomach 
powder  or  oral  vitamin  Bi-  for  up  to 
nine  years.  Patients  on  the  stomach 
preparation  were  all  well  without 
clinical  or  haematological  signs  of 
relapse  though  serum-vitamin-B,,.  levels 
were  "surprisingly  low."  In  the  second 
group  four  out  of  fourteen  patients 
developed  clinical  signs  of  relapse  at  a 
time  when  the  serum  B,,  level  was 
below  200  pgm.  per  mil  and  the  authors 
suggest  that  if  patients  are  treated  with 
oral  vitamin  B,l>  the  dose  should  be  suf- 
ficient to  keep  the  level  above  that 
figure.  On  that  high  dosage  (200- 
300  iigm.  daily  required  for  most 
patients)  inconvenience  and  cost  become 
distinct  disadvantages  in  comparison 
with  intramuscular  hydroxocobalamin 
given  at  monthly  intervals.  However, 
the  expense  for  a  "refractory  minority" 
who  prefer  oral  treatment  would  not, 
it  is  thought,  be  large  {Lancet,  October 
12.  p.  801). 

"The  cutting-off  of  each  newly- 
abused  drug  is  no  substitute  for  greater 
eflorts  to  uncover  and  counter  the  real 
reasons  for  drug  abuse,"  .says  the 
Lancet  in  an  annotation  on  the  restric- 
tion of  methylamphetamine  injection 
to  hospitals  (Lancet,  October  12, 
p.  818). 

The  first  comparison  of  tetramisole, 
a  new  synthetic  anthelmintic,  with 
piperazine  in  the  treatment  of  ascaria- 
sis,  is  reported  from  Witwatersrand 
University,  Johannesburg,  South  Africa. 
Of  100  African  children  receiving 
tetramisole  ninety-four  were  cured,  and 
of  100  receiving  piperazine  eighty-five 
were  cured.  Both  drugs  were  admini- 
stered in  single  oral  doses;  purgatives 
were  not  used.  Patients  were  regarded 
as  cured  if  stools  examined  two  weeks 
after  treatment  were  free  of  ascaris 
eggs.  No  side  efi^ects  were  noted  with 
the  new  drug.  Because  of  a  similarity 


in  the  modes  of  action  of  the  tetn 
misole  and  piperazine  the  authors  suj 
gest  that  a  combination  of  the  tw 
drugs  may  have  a  synergistic  effe 
(B.M.J.,  October  12,  p.  93). 

CONTEMPORARY 
THEMES 

Subjects    of    contributions    in    current  medic 
and  technical  publications. 

Nor-adrenaline .  Comparative  study  of  chemic 

and  biological  methods  of  estimation  of. 

injection.  Indian  J.  Pharni..  August,  p.  18 
Chloramphenicol.  Evaluation  of  an  oral  su 

stained-release  preparation.  Indian  J.  Pliarn 

August,  p.  191. 
Sulphonamides.    Structure-activity  relationshj 

and  mode  of  action.   Structural  problems  j 

the    antibacterial    action    of  4-aminobenzc| 

acid    (PABA)    antagonists.    J.    Phann.  Sc\ 

September,  p.  1455. 
A  .sustained-release  aspirin  tablet.  Devcloi 

ment  of.  J.  pharm.  Sci.,  September,  p.  153| 
Salicylic  acid.   Diffusion  O'^  from  oinimei 

BASES.  Effect  of  various  liquids  on.  i.  phan 

Sci.,  September,  p.  1540. 
Bacteria  beaten  by  guile.  New  Scienii.sl,  Oi 

ober  10,  p.  69. 
Starving    out    plant    pests.    New  Scienii: 

October  10.  p.  84. 
Tremorgenic    toxin    from    Penicilliiini  cych 

pinni    grown    on    food    materials.  Nann 

October  5,  p.  77. 
Ampicillin.    Crystalline    modifications  of, 

the  trihydrate.  Nature,  October  12.  p.  16 
Cyclamate.   Conversion  of  to  cyclohexylami 

in  rats.   Nature,  October  12.  p.  178. 
Acetazolamide.    Effect    of,    on    the  chlori 

shift    and    the    sodium    pump    in  secretoi 

cells.    Nature,   October    12.   p.  181. 
Tetramisole.  The  anthelmintic  activity  of 

the  dog.   Vet.  Rec,  October  12,  p.  369. 
Pharmaceutical    preparations    for  injectio 

Particulate  contamination  in.  Aust.  J.  PItarn 

August,  p.  S59. 
Thyrocalcitonin.    Medullary    carcinoma  an 

Brit.  med.  J.,  October  12.  p.  87. 
Homologous  antigens  and  coumaphos,  eflica 

of.    Comparative    efl'ects    against    the  cati 

grubs  hypoderma  spp.   Vet.  Rec,  October 

p.  345. 

A      BRUCELLA      AGGLUTINATION      SCREENING  TES 

Vet.  Rec.,  October  5,  p.  349. 
Phenonip:     a    broad     spectrum  preservati\; 
Soap  Perf.  Cosniet.,  September  1968.  p.  6.^ 

NEW  COMPANIES 

P.C.=Private  Company.  R.O.=Reg!stered  Oftiii 

BALFHAM.  LTD.  (P.O.— Capital  ilOO,  '| 
carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturing  cl 
mists  and  druggists.  Solicitors:  Herbert  Smi 
&  Co..  62  London  Wall,  London,  E.C.2. 

BARNET  PHARMACEUTICALS  (SALE.' 
LTD.  (P.O. —Capital  £2,000.  Director, 
Michael  J.  Collins,  Mrs.  Lesley  Collins.  R.O' 
61  Portland  Place,  London.  W.l. 

CARNABY  drug  store,  ltd.  (P.C 
— Capital  tlOO.  To  carry  on  the  business 
drug  merchants  and  dealers,  etc.  Subscriherl 
Gerald  Phillips  and  Laurence  S.  Diamor 
R.O.  :  Chancery  House,  Chancery  Lane.  Lc' 
don.  W.C.2. 


COMMERCIAL  TELEVISION 

The  information  given  in  the  table  is  of  number  of  appearances  and  total  screen  time  in  seconds.  Thus  7/105  means  that  the  advertiser's  announcement  will,  during  li 
week  covered,  be  screened  seven  times  and  for  a  total  of  105  seconds. 
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Askit  powders 

4/44 

2/22 

3/45 

Dentu-creme 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

3/S 

Dreamland  electric  blankets  ... 

6/90 

5/75 

5/75 

Hermesetas 

Horlicks... 

3/90 

1/30 

1/30 

4/120 

4/140 

2/60 

2/60 

2/60 

4/120 

2/60 

4/120 

3/90 

2/80 

3/67 

7/1 

Paton's  nail  hardener 

4/60 

Sparkletii  syphons 
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3/90 

2/60 
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